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“His Son, whom He has appointed Heir of all things, by whom He
also made the worlds; who being the brightness of His Glory,
and the express image of His Person and upholding all
things by the word of His power, when He had, by
Himself, purged our sins, sat down
at the right hand of the Majesty on high.”

Hebrews 1:2.

I HAVE nothing to do tonight but to preach Jesus Christ. This was the
old subject of the first Christian ministers—“Daily in the Temple and in
every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” When
Philip went down to the city of Samaria, he “preached Christ unto them.”
When he sat with the Ethiopian eunuch in his chariot, he, “preached
unto him, Jesus.” As soon as Paul was converted, “straightway he
preached Christ in the synagogues.” For once we count the venerable-
ness of our subject well worthy of mentioning, we shall not be ashamed
to preach what the Apostles preached and what martyrs and confessors
preached! We hope to proclaim this glorious Gospel of the blessed God as
long as we live!l And we hope that when this generation of preachers shall
have passed away, unless the Lord shall come, there will always be found
a succession of men who shall determine to preach nothing “save Jesus
Christ and Him crucified.”

For, after all, this is the subject which men most of all need. They may
have cravings after other things, but nothing can satisfy the deep real
need of their nature but Jesus Christ and salvation by His precious
blood! He is the Bread of Life which came down from Heaven! He is the
Water of Life of which, if a man drinks, he shall never thirst again!
Hence, it becomes us to be often dwelling upon this theme, for it is most
necessary to the sons of men. This is the subject which God the Holy
Spirit delights to bless. | am sure that, other things being equal, He hon-
ors preaching in proportion to the savor of Christ that is in it! I may
preach a great deal about the Church, but the Holy Spirit does not take
of the things of Christ to glorify the Church. I may preach doctrine or
practice apart from Christ—that would be giving the husk without the
kernel—but where Jesus Christ sweetens all and savors all, there will the
Holy Spirit delight to rest upon the ministry and make it quick and pow-
erful to the conversion of men! And I am sure, dear Friends, that the
preaching of Christ is always sweet in the ears of His own people. “Your

Volume 45 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 1



2 Depths and Heights Sermon #2635

name is as ointment poured forth, therefore do the virgins love You.” And
this theme is most pleasing to God the Father, who loves to hear His Son
extolled and exalted. He delights in His Son—and those who delight in
Him are friends of God. When Jesus Christ is lifted up, it is as God the
Father would have it! It is as the Holy Spirit would have it and, where
this is the case, we may expect to have seals to our ministry and souls
for our hire!

[ want, at this time, as it were, to let Jesus Christ speak for Himself. I
cannot speak for Him as He can speak for Himself. Shall I hold my can-
dle to the sun, as if it needed it in order to reveal its light? No, certainly
not! And, therefore, I shall, with studied plainness, try to set the text, it-
self, before you and so to speak of it that you may not so much remem-
ber what I have said of it as that you may remember the Subject, Him-
self. My theme is to be the Savior—the only Savior—the Savior who must
save you or else you must perish, “for there is none other name under
Heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” I am about to
speak of Him and I think that all who are aware of the necessity of being
saved will only want to hear about Him—and to know how they may get
to Him and how He may be made their Savior. And if they can but be told
this, they will be only too glad to listen!

So, first, I shall speak of who the Savior is. Let me read the text to you
again. “His Son"—God’s Son—“whom He has appointed Heir of all things,
by whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His
Glory, and the express image of His Person, and upholding all things by
the word of His power.” That is who Jesus is! Then, in the second place, I
shall speak of what Jesus did. “When He had by Himself purged our
sins.” Then, thirdly, I want to tell you what He enjoys. After He had fin-
ished His great work of salvation, He “sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high.”

I. It is not possible that any language can fully express WHO JESUS
IS. Yet, by the Holy Spirit’s gracious teaching, I must tell you what I
know of Him.

First, Jesus is God’s own Son. What do I know about that wondrous
Truth of God? If I were to try to explain it and to talk about the Eternal
Sonship, I should but conduct you where I should soon be entirely out of
my depth and, very likely, I would drown all that I could tell you in floods
of words. Deity is not to be explained, but to be adored—and the Sonship
of Christ is to be accepted as a Truth of Revelation and to be appre-
hended by faith, though it cannot be comprehended by the understand-
ing. There have been many attempts made by the fathers of the Church
to explain the relationship between the two Divine Persons, the Father
and the Son. But the explanations had better never have been given, for
the figures used are liable to lead into mistakes. Suffice it for us to say
that in the most appropriate language of the Nicene Creed, Christ is “God
of God, Light of Light, very God of very God.” He is co-equal with the Fa-
ther, though how that is, we know not. He stands in the nearest possible
relationship to the Father—a relationship of intense love and delight, so
that the Father says of Him, “This is My beloved Son.” Yes, He is One
with the Father, so that there is no separating them, as He, Himself,

2 WWW.Spurgeongems.org Volume 45



Sermon #2635 Depths and Heights 3

said, in reply to Philip’s request, “Show us the Father,” “Believe Me that I
am in the Father, and the Father in Me.”

Let me pause here and say to everyone who is seeking salvation—
What a comfort it should be to you that He, who is come to save men, is
Divine! Therefore, nothing can be impossible to Him. No, I do not say
merely that He is Divine—I will go further and say that He is the Deity it-
self! Christ Jesus is God and, being God, there can be no impossibilities
or even difficulties with Him. He is able to save you, whoever you may be!
Though you have gone to the very verge of eternal ruin, you cannot have
gone beyond the range of Omnipotence—and Omnipotence is inherent in
the Godhead. O dear Friends, rejoice in this wondrous Truth of God—He
that was a Babe at Bethlehem, was God Incarnate! He that, being weary,
sat on the well at Sychar, was God Incarnate! He that had no where to
lay His head was God Incarnate. And it is He who has undertaken the
stupendous labor of the salvation of men and, therefore, men may hope
and trust in Him! We need not wonder that when angels heard of Christ’s
coming to earth, they sang, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men,” for God had taken upon Himself human
flesh that He might save the sons of men. So, the first words in our text—
“His Son”—are full of good cheer!

Now notice, in the next place, that Jesus Christ is the “Heir of all
things.” Of which Nature of Christ does the Apostle speak in this sen-
tence, “whom He has appointed Heir of all things”? I do not think that
Paul, here, separates the two Natures, so as to speak with absolute refer-
ence to either one or the other, but he speaks of the Person of Christ,
and in that Person there is God, and in that same Person there is most
surely and most truly, Man. But we must take this description of Jesus
Christ as appointed “Heir of all things” in His Person as Man and as God
and Man combined, for, as God, alone, Christ is necessarily, “Heir of all
things” without any appointment. But in His complex Person as God and
Man conjoined, the Father has appointed Him to be “Heir of all things.”

Now, what does this mean but that Christ possesses all things as an
heir possesses his inheritance—that Christ is Lord of all things, as an
heir becomes lord and ruler among his brethren? This appointment is to
be fully carried into effect by-and-by, for, “now we see not yet all things
put under Him.” Christ is Lord of all the angels—not a seraph spreads
his wings except at the bidding of the “Heir of all things.” There are no
bright spirits, unknown to us, that are beyond the control of the God-
Man, Christ Jesus. And the fallen angels, too, are obliged to bow before
His Omnipotence. As for all things here below, material substances, men
regenerate or unregenerate, God has given Him power over all flesh that
He should give eternal life to as many as His Father has given Him. He
has put all things under His feet, “and the government shall be upon His
shoulders.” He is Heir, or Master, and Possessor of all things—Ilet me say,
of all sorts of blessings and all forms of Grace, for, “it pleased the Father
that in Him should all fullness dwell.” And, as surely as time revolves
and you mark the fleeting minutes upon the dial’s face, the hour is com-
ing when Christ shall be universally acknowledged as King of Kings and
Lord of Lords! Already I seem to hear the shouts go up from every part of
the habitable globe and from all Heaven and all space, “Hallelujah! For
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the Lord God, Omnipotent, reigns.” All must willingly, or else unwillingly,
slll,lbmit to His sway, for His Father has appointed Him “Heir of all
things.”

To my mind, this is another wondrous encouragement to anyone who
is seeking salvation. Christ has everything in His hand that is needed in
order that He may save you, poor Sinner! Sometimes, when a physician
has a sick man before him—suppose it is on board ship—he may have to
say to him, “I think I could cure your disease if I could get such-and-
such a medicine, but, unfortunately, I have not the drug within my
reach.” Or the doctor might have to say to the sufferer, “I believe an op-
eration would effect a cure, but I have not the instruments necessary for
it.” Never will the great Physician of souls have to talk like that, for the
Father has committed all things into His hand. Oh, have we not beheld
Him as the Glory of the Father, full of Grace and Truth? You great sin-
ner, you black sinner, Christ is not lacking in power to save you! And if
you come and trust yourself in His hands, He will never have to look
about to find the balm for your wounds, or the ointments or liniments
with which to bind up those putrefying sores of yours! No, He is “Heir of
all things.” So again I say, “Hallelujah!” as I preach Him to you as the
blessed Savior of sinners, the Son of God, the “Heir of all things.”

Notice, next, that Jesus Christ is the Creator “by whom also He made
the worlds.” However many worlds there are, we know not. It may be true
that all those majestic orbs that stud the midnight sky are worlds filled
with intelligent beings. And it is much more easy to believe that they are
than that they are not, for, surely, God has not built all those magnifi-
cent mansions and left them untenanted! It were irrational to conceive of
those myriads of stupendous worlds, vastly bigger than this poor little
speck in God’s great universe, all left without inhabitants. But it matters
not how many worlds there are—God made them all by Jesus Christ—
“All things were made by Him; and without Him was not anything made
that was made.”

I see Him standing, as it were, at the anvil of Omnipotence, hammer-
ing out the worlds that fly off, like sparks, on every side at each stroke of
His majestic arm. It was Christ who was there—“the Wisdom of God and
the Power of God,” as Paul calls Him—creating all things! I love to think
that He who created all things is also our Savior, for then He can create
in me a clean heart and renew a right spirit within me. And if I need a
complete new creation—as I certainly do—He is equal to the task! Man
cannot create the tiniest gnat that ever danced in the summer evening’s
ray. Man cannot create even a single grain of dust, but Christ created all
worlds, so He can make us new creatures by the wondrous power of His
Grace. O Sinners, see what a mighty Savior has been provided for you
and never say that you cannot trust Him! I agree with good Mr. Hyatt
who, when he was asked on his deathbed, “Can you trust Christ with
your soul?” answered, “If I had a million souls, I could trust them all with
Him!” And so may you! If you had as many souls as God has ever created
and if you had heaped upon you all the sins that men have ever commit-
ted, you might still trust in Him who is the Son of God, “whom He has
appointed Heir of all things, by whom also He made the worlds.”
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Now go a little further and see what Christ is next called—the bright-
ness of His Father’s Glory. Shade your eyes, for you cannot look upon
this wondrous sight without being dazzled by it! The Revised Version
renders it, “the effulgence of His Glory,” but I do not see much more in
that expression than in the word, “brightness.” Some commentators
say—and it is not a bad figure, yet we must not push any figure too far—
that, as light is to the sun, so is Jesus to the Glory of God. He is the
brightness of that Glory, that is to say, there is not any Glory in God but
what is also in Christ. And when that Glory reaches its climax, when God
the Ever-Glorious is most Glorious, that greatest Glory is in Christ. Oh,
this wondrous Word of God—the very climax of the Godhead—the gather-
ing up of every blessed Attribute in all its infinity of Glory—you shall find
all this in the Person of the God-Man, Christ Jesus! There is a whole
sermon in those words, “the brightness of His Glory,” but I cannot
preach it tonight because then I should not get through the rest of my
text.

So let us pass on to the next clause. “And the express image of His
Person.” 1 said, a minute ago, “Shade your eyes,” but I might now say,
“Shut them,” as I think of the excessive brilliance described by these
words—“the express image of His Person.” Whatever God is, Christ is—
the very likeness of God, the very Godhead of Godhead, the very Deity of
Deity is in Christ Jesus—“the express image of His Person.” Dr. John
Owen, who loves to explain the spiritual meaning in the Epistle to the
Hebrews by the types in the Old Testament, which is evidently what
Paul, himself, was doing, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit—explains
the brightness of the Father’s Glory by a reference to the Shekinah over
the Mercy Seat, which was the only visible token of the Presence of God
there. An extraordinary brightness is said to have shone forth from be-
tween the cherubim.

Now, Christ is God manifesting Himself in His brightness. But, on his
forehead, the High Priest wore a golden plate, upon which was deeply en-
graved in Hebrew letters, the inscription, “Holiness to [or, of,] Jehovah.”
Dr. Owen thinks there is a reference in this “express image of His Per-
son”—this cut-out inscription of God, as it were—to that which was on
the forehead of the High Priest and which represented the glorious
wholeness or holiness of Jehovah, which is His great Glory. Well,
whether the Apostle referred to this or not, it is for you and me to take off
our shoes in the Presence of Christ, “the brightness of His Father’s Glory,
and the express image of His Person.” To me, these words are like the
bush in which God dwelt, yet which was not consumed—they are all on
fire—what more shall I say of them?

Now, Christ being all this that Paul describes, who will dare to turn
his back on Him? If this is the Shepherd who has come to seek the lost
sheep—O poor lost Sheep, will you not be found of Him? If this is God’s
Ambassador who comes clothed in the crimson robe of His own blood to
redeem the sons of men—who will refuse the peace He brings?

Note yet, once again, what Christ is as | mention the sixth point in the
Apostle’s description—“upholding all things by the word of His power,”
Just think of it! This great world of ours is upheld by Christ’s word! If He
did not speak it into continued existence, it would go back into the noth-
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ingness from which it sprang. There exists not a being who is independ-
ent of the Mediator, save only the ever-blessed Father and the Spirit. “By
Him all things consist,” that is, continue to hold together. Just as these
pillars uphold these galleries, or as the foundations uphold a house, so
does Jesus Christ “uphold all things by the word of His power.” Only
think of it! Those innumerable worlds of light that make illimitable space
to look as though it were sprinkled over with golden dust would all die
out like so many expiring sparks, and cease to be if the Christ who died
on Calvary did not will that they should continue to exist! I cannot bring
out of my text all the wondrous Truths of God that it contains, I only
wish I could. But, surely, if Christ upholds all things, He can uphold me.
If the word of His power upholds earth and Heaven, surely, that same
word can uphold you, poor trembling Heart, if you will trust Him! There
need be no fear about that matter—come and prove it for yourself. May
His blessed Spirit enable you to do so even now!

Where there is so much room, I might well tarry, but I must hasten on
to the next point.

II. Follow me with all your ears and hearts while I now speak to you
about WHAT JESUS DID.

He who is all that I have tried to describe, did what? First, He effec-
tually purged our sins—‘when He had, by H1mse1f purged our sins.” Lis-
ten to those wondrous words! There was never such a task as that since
time began. The old fable speaks of the Augean stable, foul enough to
have poisoned a nation, which Hercules cleansed, but our sins were
fouler than that! Dunghills are sweet compared with these abominations!
What a degrading task it seems for Christ to undertake—the purging of
our sins! The sweepers of the streets, the dishwashers of the kitchen, the
cleansers of the sewers have honorable work compared with this of purg-
ing sin! Yet the holy Christ, incapable of sin, stooped to purge our sins! I
want you to meditate upon that wondrous work and to remember that He
did it before He went back to Heaven. Is it not a wonderful thing that
Christ purged our sins even before we had committed them? There they
stood, before the sight of God, as already existent in all their hideous-
ness—but Christ came, and purged them. This, surely, ought to make us
sing the song of songs! Before I sinned, He purged my sins away—
amazing and strange as it is, yet it is so!

Then, further, the Apostle says that Christ purged our sins by Himself.
That is, by offermg Himself as our Substitute. There was no purging
away of sin except by Christ bearing the burden of it, and He did bear it.
He bore all that was due to guilty man on account of his violation of the
Law of God, and God accepted His Sacrifice as a full equivalent, and so
He purged our sins. He did not come to do something by which our sins
might be purged, but He purged them effectually, actually, really, com-
pletely. How did He do it? By His preaching? By His Doctrine? By His
Spirit? No, “By Himself.” Oh, that is a blessed word! The Revised Version
has left it out, but the doctrine is taught in the Bible over and over again.
“Who His own Self bore our sins in His own body on the tree.” “By His
own blood He entered in once into the Holy Place, having obtained eter-
nal redemption for us. For if the blood of bulls and of goats and the
ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies to the purifying of
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the flesh, how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience
from dead works to serve the living God?” He gave Himself for us! Not
only His blood, but all that constituted Himself—His Godhead and His
Manhood. All that He had and all that He was, He gave as the ransom
price for us! Can any of you estimate the value of that price? The acts of
One, Divine as He is, are Divine actions, and there is a weight and force
about them that there could not be about the deeds of the best of men or
even of all the holy angels! “He by Himself purged our sins.”

Now, let every Believer, if he wants to see his sins, stand on tiptoe and
look up—will he see them there? No. If he looks down, will he see them
there? No. If he looks around, will he see them there? No. If he looks
within, will he see them there? No. Where shall he look, then? Where he
likes, for he will never see them, again, according to that ancient prom-
ise, “In those days, and in that time, says the Lord, the iniquity of Israel
shall be sought for, and there shall be none. And the sins of Judah, and
they shall not be found, for I will pardon them whom I reserve.” Shall I
tell you where your sins are? Christ purged them and God said, “I will
cast all their sins behind My back.” Where is that? All things are before
God. I do not know where behind God’s back can be! It is nowhere, for
God is everywhere present, seeing everything. So that is where my sins
have gone—I speak with the utmost reverence when I say that they have
gone where Jehovah, Himself, can never see them! Christ has so purged
them that they have ceased to be! The Messiah came to finish transgres-
sion and to make an end of sin—and He has done it.

O Believer, if He has made an end of it, [sin] then there is an end to it
and what more can there be of it? Here is a blessed text for you. I love to
meditate on it often when I am alone—“As far as the east is from the
west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.” This He did on
Calvary’s Cross—there effectually, finally, totally, completely, eternally,
He purged all His people from their sin by taking it upon Himself, bearing
all its dreadful consequences, cancelling and blotting it out, casting it
into the depths of the sea and putting it away forever! And all this He
did, “by Himself.” It was, indeed, amazing love that made Him stoop to
this purgation, this expiation, this Atonement for sin! But, because He
was who and what He was, He did it thoroughly and perfectly! He said,
“It is finished,” and I believe Him! I do not—I cannot—for a moment ad-
mit that there is anything to be done by us to complete that work—or
anything required of us to make the annihilation of our sins complete!
Those for whom Christ died are cleansed from all their guilt—and they
may go their way in peace. He was made a curse for us, and there is
nothing but blessing left for us to enjoy!

III. Now, lastly, I have to speak of WHAT CHRIST NOW ENJOYS.
“When He had by Himself purged our sins, He sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high.” Here again I shall have to say that I am quite out
of my depth. I have waters to swim in, but I am not a good swimmer in
such blessed deeps as these.

There is an allusion here, no doubt, to the High Priest who, on the
great Day of Atonement, when the sacrifice had been offered, presents
himself before God. Now Christ, our great High Priest, having, once and
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for all, offered Himself as the Sacrifice for sin, has now gone into the
}l\l/Ioit Holy Place and there He sits at the right hand of the Majesty on
igh.

Notice, first, that this implies rest. When the High Priest went within
the veil, he did not sit down. He stood, with holy trembling, bearing the
sacrificial blood, before the blazing Mercy Seat. But our Savior now sits
at His Father’s right hand. The High Priest of old had not finished his
work—the next year another atoning sacrifice would be needed! But our
Lord has completed His Atonement, and now, “there remains no more
sacrifice for sin,” for there remains no more sin to be purged. “But this
Man, after He had offered one Sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the
right hand of God; from henceforth expecting till His enemies be made
His footstool. For by one offering He has perfected forever them that are
sanctified.” There He sits and I am sure He would not be sitting if He had
not finished the salvation of His people! Isaiah long before had been In-
spired to record what the Messiah would say, “For Zion’s sake will I not
hold My peace, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest until the right-
eousness thereof goes forth as brightness, and the salvation thereof as a
lamp that burns.” But Christ is now resting! My eyes, by faith, can see
Him sitting there, so I know that—

“Love’s redeeming work is done!
Fought the fight, the battle won.”

Notice, next, that Christ sits in the place of honor—“‘at the right hand of
the Majesty on high.” Of course we are talking figuratively, now, and you
must not interpret this literally. Jesus sits at the right hand of His Fa-
ther, He dwells in the highest conceivable honor and dignity. All the an-
gels worship Him and all the blood-washed host adore Him day without
night. The Father delights to honor Him—

“The highest place that Heaven affords
Is His, is His by right,

The King of Kings, and Lord of Lords,
And Heaven’s eternal Light.”

Not only does Jesus sit in the place of honor, but He occupies the
place of safety. None can hurt Him, now! None can stop His purposes, or
defeat His will. He is at the powerful right hand of God! In Heaven above
and on the earth beneath, and in the waters under the earth, and on
every star He is supreme Lord and Master. And they that will not yield to
Him shall be broken with a rod of iron! He shall dash them to pieces like
a potter’s vessel. So His cause is safe, His kingdom is secure, for He is at
the right hand of Power.

And, last of all, Christ at the right hand of God signifies the eternal
certainty of His reward. It is not possible that He should be robbed of the
purchase of His blood. I tremble when I hear some people talk about the
disappointed Christ—or about His having died at a chance to accomplish
He knew not what—dying for something which the will of man might give
Him if it would, but it might possibly be denied Him! I buy nothing on
such terms as that! I expect to have what I purchase and Christ will have
what He bought with His own blood—especially as He lives again to claim
His purchase! He shall never be a defeated and disappointed Savior! “He
loved the Church and gave Himself for it.” He has redeemed His loved
ones from among men and He shall have all those whom He has pur-
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chased. “He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied.”
Therefore, let us again say, “Hallelujah!” and fall down and worship Him!

It does seem to me that there is no proof of men’s natural blindness
that is so conclusive as this, that men will not go and trust in Jesus. O
Sinners, if sin had left you sane in heart, you would come at once and
fall down at His feet! There is all power laid up in Jesus and there is all
the Father’s love concentrated in Jesus, so come and trust Him! If you
will but trust Him, you will prove that He has given Himself for you! That
simple trust is the secret mark that distinguishes His people from all
others. “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.”
To those who rejected Him when He was upon the earth, our Lord said,
“You believe not because you are not of My sheep, as I said unto you.” O
poor Souls, do you mean to wear forever the damning mark of unbelief?
If you die with that brand upon your soul, you will be lost forever! Oh,
may you have, instead, that blessed mark of faith which is the token of
the Lord’s people! May you even now hang out the scarlet line as Rahab
hung it out of her window—the scarlet line of confidence in the crimson
blood of Jesus! And while Jericho falls—while all the earth shall crumble
in one common ruin—your house, though built upon the wall, shall
stand securely and not one who is within its shelter shall be touched by
the devouring sword, for all who are in Christ are in everlasting safety!
How can they be otherwise, since He has purged their sins? God give to
every one of you a part and lot among this blessed company, for His dear
name’s sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
EPHESIANS 1.

We frequently read this chapter and the whole of this Epistle because
it has been well remarked that the Epistle to the Ephesians is a body of
divinity in miniature. Here all the great Doctrines of the Gospel are dis-
cussed. Here all the great precepts are laid down for the guidance of Be-
lievers. He who would understand the theology of Christ Jesus should
read the Epistle to the Ephesians with great care.

Verses 1, 2. Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the
saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace be
to you, and peace, from God our Father. There must be “Grace” first.
“Peace” comes afterwards. They seek heavenly blessings in the wrong or-
der who try to gain peace, first, and then Grace. “There is no peace, says
my God to the wicked.” And he who has a peace which does not ac-
knowledge Grace for its parent has a false peace—a peace where there is
no peace! But let us first have Grace in our souls, then shall our peace
be “as a river, and our righteousness as the waves of the sea.” Note here,
as Luther has said on a corresponding verse in the Epistle to the Gala-
tians, the Apostle says, “Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Fa-
ther”—and lest that terrible name should frighten us, he has joined there
the name of God the Son and sweetly put in—

2. And from the Lord Jesus Christ. We can have nothing to do with an
absolute God. It is God in Christ whom we love—whom we adore—who
alone is our Savior!

Volume 45 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 9



10 Depths and Heights Sermon #2635

3, 4. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ: accord-
ing as He has chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and without blame before Him in love. The Apostle com-
mences by laying down the great Doctrine of predestinating love. There is
little Gospel preached where Election is denied. We marvel that some of
us should be regarded as in error because we preach the Doctrine of
God’s Divine Sovereignty in giving Grace to men whereas, in former
times, the opponents of that glorious system would have been reckoned
as the heretics!

Turn to all the great creeds that are preserved and you shall find that
Truth of God mentioned. Above all, we can scarcely conceive that any
person who is a member or a minister of the Established Church and
finding Divine Election in his own Church’s articles, can, in the least de-
gree, deny it! It is the glory of that Church [the Church of England]| that
it has a Calvinistic creed and it is so far in harmony with the Scriptures!

5, 6. Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise
of the glory of His Grace, wherein He has made us accepted in the Be-
loved. Adoption follows predestination. We were chosen of God before
time began and the result of that choice is that He puts us into His fam-
ily. In the fifth verse, the Apostle declares that the only reason for our
adoption, or for our election, rests in the good pleasure of God Almighty.
There is nothing in man which can merit God’s regard and when we en-
ter Heaven, we shall even there sing—

“What was there in me that could merit esteem,

Or give the Creator delight?

‘Twas even so, Father,’ I must always sing,

‘Because it seemed good in Your sight.’”
Mark here the channel through which all God’s mercies run! Jesus
Christ is the channel through which Grace flows to us. We are chosen in
Him, we are adopted by Jesus Christ to Himself and we are “accepted in
the Beloved.” It is said of that eminently holy man, Harington Evans,
that, when near death, he asked his friends to give this message to his
church. “Tell them,” he said, “I am accepted in the Beloved.” Can we say,
my Brothers and Sisters, that we are accepted in the Beloved? Can we
put our hand upon our heart and, each one, say, “I may not be accepted
by my fellow creatures. I may not be acknowledged by them and, cer-
tainly, before my God, I can never be accepted in myself. But in the Be-
loved, clothed with His righteousness, and standing in His Person, as a
member of His body, of His flesh, and of His bones, [ am ‘accepted in the
Beloved™?

7-10. In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of His Grace; wherein He has abounded
toward us in all wisdom and prudence; having made known unto us the
mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He has pur-
posed in Himself: that in the dispensation of the fullness of times He might
gather together in one, all things in Christ, both which are in Heaven, and
which are on earth; even in Him. The main purpose of the Gospel is to ex-
alt Christ and to glorify God. We forget God’s great design if we look only
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to humanity. If we regard salvation as a means of only lifting up our race
from its fall and putting it among the princes, we have made a mistake.
We must remember that God’s Glory is a greater objective, even, than
man’s salvation! Not so much to save us did God give His Son, as to
honor Himself and to glorify that Son of His! And we must always re-
member that the Gospel has for its chief aim the glory of all the attrib-
utes of the Divine Being. He has determined to gather together, at last,
all things in Christ that are in Heaven and in earth.

Some foolish persons have wrested this text to prove the absurd doc-
trine of the final restitution of the lost. They have said that even the
fallen spirits in Hell are to be restored! We find it not in this text—we
have it particularly said, “things in Heaven and things on earth.” But
there is no mention made of those concerning whom it was long ago said,
“He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is filthy, let him
be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he
that is holy, let him be holy still.” I have often thought that these words
of the angel are conclusive with regard to the eternity of future punish-
ment. Once dead, immutability is stamped upon our state—once let us

die and our destiny can never be changed—

“There are no acts of pardon passed

In the cold grave to which we haste.

But darkness, death, and long despair,

Reign in eternal silence there.”
But “things which are in Heaven, and which are on earth” are, “in the
dispensation of the fullness of times,” to be gathered together in one,
“even in Him.”

11-14. In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predesti-
nated according to the purpose of Him who works all things after the
counsel of His own will: that we should be to the praise of His glory, who
first trusted in Christ. In whom you also trusted, after that you heard the
Word of truth, the Gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that you be-
lieved, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, which is the ear-
nest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession,
unto the praise of His glory. I cannot help remarking how continually the
Apostle uses such expressions as, “in Christ,” “in whom,” “in Him.” He
will not have a Doctrine apart from Christ! He will not mention a single
blessing, or a single mercy, without Christ! I believe there is no way of
preaching Gospel Doctrines truly apart from the Master. In Christ’s own
days, if you had asked one of His followers what he believed, he would
not have been long telling you! He would not have pointed to 50 Doc-
trines, but he would have pointed to Christ and said, “I believe in Him.”
You might have asked him, S0 times, “But what do you believe?” and he
would have replied, “I believe in Him! He is, in Himself, the great em-
bodiment of my faith! His Person carries within it all the great Doctrines
which I receive from Him. He is the Truth! I believe Him and I believe in
Him.” Let us learn, then, always to trace our mercies to Christ Jesus, to
look upon every blessing as being the purchase of His blood and never to
ask for any mercy, nor endeavor to obtain any blessing, except entirely in
connection with Him. Let us say to Him—

“You are the Way, the Truth, the Life!
Grant us that Way to know,
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That Truth to keep, that Life to win,
Whose joys eternal flow.”

15. “Therefore I, also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and
love unto all the saints.” Whether they live at Ephesus or elsewhere,
whether they exactly agree with your opinion or not—

16-23. Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my
prayers; that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Glory, may
give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him:
the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know
what is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His in-
heritance in the saints, and what it the exceeding greatness of His power
to us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power, which He
worked in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and set Him at His
own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality, and
power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only
in this world, but also in that which is to come: and has put all things un-
der His feet, and gave Him to be the Head over all things to the Church,
which is His body, the fullness of Him that fills all in all. Calvin has a
striking remark upon this verse, “the Church is the fullness of Christ.”
“This is the highest honor of the Church that, until Christ is united to
us, the Son of God reckons Himself, in some measure, imperfect.” And so
He is, for what would a king be without his subjects? A mockery! Yes,
and all the members of Christ’s mystical body—the Church—are neces-
sary to make a whole Christ! If the very least Believer shall be absent at
the last, Christ will not be complete. Even the Almighty Son of God will
feel a lack within Himself, or He would, if it were possible that one of
those whom His Father had given Him should not at last be found at His
right hand! All the sheep of the Good Shepherd will be gathered into the
heavenly fold! We rejoice to know that there is such a connection as this
between ourselves and Christ! Here is our glory and our boast—and here

is our trust! We believe that—
“His honor is engaged to save
The meanest of His sheep.
All that His Heavenly Father gave
His hands securely keep.
Not death, nor Hell, shall ever remove
His favorites from His breast!
In the dear bosom of His love
They must forever rest.”

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK”—414, 586, 387.

—Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON TO BRING MANY
TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.
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THE BEST OF ALL SIGHTS
NO. 1509

WRITTEN AT MENTONE,
BY C. H. SPURGEON.

“But we see Jesus.”
Hebrews 2:9.

IN Holy Scripture faith is placed in opposition to the sight of the eyes
and yet it is frequently described as looking and seeing. It is opposed to
carnal sight because it is spiritual sight—a discernment which comes not
of the body, but arises out of the strong belief of the soul, worked in us by
the Holy Spirit. Faith is sight in the sense of being a clear and vivid per-
ception, a sure and indisputable discovery, a realizing and unquestionable
discernment of fact. We see Jesus, for we are sure of His Presence. We
have unquestionable evidence of His existence and we have an intelligent
and intimate knowledge of His Person. Our soul has eyes far stronger
than the dim optics of the body and with these we actually see Jesus. We
have heard of Him and upon the witness of that hearing we have be-
lieved—and through believing there has come to us a new life which re-
joices in new light and in opened eyes—and “we see Jesus.” In the old
sense of sight we speak of Him as of one “whom having not seen we love,”
but in the new sense, “we see Jesus.”

Beloved Reader, have you such a renewed nature that you have new
senses and have you, with these senses, discerned the Lord? If not, may
the Holy Spirit yet quicken you and, meanwhile, let us whom He has
made alive assure you that we have heard His voice, for He says, “My
sheep hear My voice.” We have “tasted the good Word of God.” We have
touched Him and have been made whole. We have also known the smell of
His fragrance, for His name to us is “as ointment poured forth.” And now,
in the words of our text, “we see Jesus.” Faith is all the senses in one and
infinitely more! And those who have it not are in a worse case than the
blind and deaf, for spiritual life itself is absent.

I. Come, then, beloved Brothers and Sisters, whose eyes have been il-
luminated, let us muse awhile upon our privileges, that we may exercise
them with delight and praise the Lord with them! First, let us regard the
glorious sight of Jesus as COMPENSATION. The text begins with, “but,”
because it refers to some things which we do not yet see which are the ob-
jects of strong desire. “We see not yet all things put under Him.” We do
not as yet see Jesus acknowledged as King of kings by all mankind and
this causes us great sorrow, for we wish to see Him crowned with Glory
and honor in every corner of the earth by every man of woman born.
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Alas, He is to many, quite unknown. He is rejected and despised by
multitudes! In fact, He is by comparatively few regarded with reverence
and love! Sights surround us which might well make us cry with
Jeremiah, “Oh that my head were waters, and my eyes a fountain of
tears,” for blasphemy and rebuke, idolatry, superstition and unbelief pre-
vail on every side. “But,” says the Apostle, “we see Jesus,” and this sight
compensates for all others, for we see Him now no longer made a little
lower than the angels and tasting the bitterness of death, but, “crowned
with Glory and honor!” We see Him no more after the flesh, in shame and
anguish! But far more ravishing is the sight for we see His work accom-
plished, His victory complete, His empire secure!

He sits as a Priest upon the Throne, at the right hand of God, from now
on waiting till His enemies are made His footstool. This is a Divine com-
pensation for the tarrying of His visible kingdom, because it is the major
part of it. The main battle is won! In our Lord’s endurance of His substitu-
tionary griefs and in the overthrow of sin, death and Hell by His personal
achievements, the essence of the conflict is over. Nothing is left to be done
at all comparable with that which is already performed! The ingathering of
the elect and the subjection of all things are comparatively easy of accom-
plishment now that the conflict in the heavenly places is over and Jesus
has led captivity captive! We may look upon the conquest of the kingdoms
of this world as a mere routing of the beaten host now that the power of
the enemy has been effectually broken by the great Captain of our salva-
tion.

The compensation is all the greater because our Lord’s enthronement is
the pledge of all the rest. The putting of all things under Him, which as yet
we see not, is guaranteed to us by what we do see. The exalted Savior has
all power given unto Him in Heaven and in earth—and with this, “all
power,” He can, at His own pleasure, send forth the rod of His strength
out of Sion and reign in the midst of His enemies! With Him are all the
forces necessary for universal dominion. His white horse waits at the door
and whenever He chooses, He can ride forth conquering and to conquer!
At a word from His lips the harlot of Babylon shall perish, the false
prophet shall die and the idols of the heathen shall be utterly abolished.
The empire of wickedness is as a vision of the night, a black and hideous
nightmare pressing on the soul of manhood, but when He awakes, He will
despise its image and it shall melt away.

Turn we then, wiping our tears away, from the wretched spectacles of
human superstition, skepticism and sorrow to the clear vision above us in
the opened Heaven! There we see “the Man,” long promised, the Desire of
all nations, the Deliverer, the death of Death, the Conqueror of Hell—and
we see Him not as one who girds on His harness for the battle, but as one
whose warfare is accomplished, who is waiting the time appointed of the
Father when He shall divide the spoil! This is the antidote to all depres-
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sion of spirit, the stimulus to hopeful perseverance, the assurance of joy
unspeakable!

II. Nor is this sight a mere compensation for others which, as yet, are
denied us—it is, in itself, the cause of present EXULTATION. This is true
in so many ways that time would fail us to attempt to enumerate them.
“We see Jesus” and in Him we see our former unhappy condition forever
ended. We were fallen in Adam, but we see in Jesus our ruin retrieved by
the second Adam. The legal Covenant frowned upon us as we beheld it
broken by our first federal head. The new Covenant smiles upon us with a
whole Heaven of bliss as we see it ordered in all things and sure in Him
who is Head over all things to the Church. Sin once doomed us to eternal
despair, but not now, for He who has put away sin by the Sacrifice of
Himself has justified His people by His Resurrection!

The debt no longer burdens us, for there, in eternal Glory, is the Man
who paid it once and for all! A sight of Jesus kills each guilty fear, silences
each threat of conscience and photographs peace upon the heart. There
remains nothing of all the past to cause a dread of punishment, or arouse
a fear of desertion, for Christ who died always lives to make intercession
for us, to represent us before the Father and to prepare for us a place of
everlasting rest! We might see ourselves as dead under the Law were it not
that He has blotted out the handwriting which was against us. We might
see ourselves under the curse were it not that He, who was once made a
curse for us, now reigns in fullness of blessing! We weep as we confess
our transgressions, but we see Jesus and sing for joy of heart, since He
has finished transgression, made an end of sin and brought in everlasting
righteousness!

The same is sweetly true of the present, for we see our present condition
to be thrice blessed by virtue of our union with Him. We see not as yet our
nature made perfect and cleansed from every tendency to evil—rather do
we groan, being burdened because of the sin which dwells in us—the old
man which lusts and rebels against the blessed dominion of Grace. And
we might be sorely cast down and dragged into despair were it not that,
“we see Jesus” and perceive that in Him we are not what the flesh would
argue us to be. He represents us most truthfully and looking into that
mirror we see ourselves justified in Christ Jesus, accepted in the Beloved,
adopted of the Father, dear to the Eternal heart! Yes, in Him raised up to-
gether and made to sit together in the heavenlies!

We see self and blush and are ashamed and dismayed, “but we see Je-
sus” and His joy is in us and our joy is full. Think of this, dear Brothers
and Sisters in Christ, the next time you are upon the dunghill of self-
loathing. Lift up, now, your eyes and see where He is in whom your life is
hid! See Jesus and know that as He is, so are you before the Infinite Maj-
esty! You are not condemned, for He is enthroned! You are not despised
nor abhorred, for He is beloved and exalted! You are not in jeopardy of

Volume 25 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 3



4 The Best of All Sights Sermon #1509

perishing, nor in danger of being cast away, for He dwells eternally in the
bosom of the Lord God Almighty! What a vision is this for you, when you
see Jesus and see yourself complete in Him, perfect in Christ Jesus!

Such a sight effectually clears our earthly future of all apprehension. It
is true we may yet be sorely tempted and the battle may go hard with us,
but we see Jesus triumphant and by this sign we grasp the victory! We
shall, perhaps, be subjected to pain, to poverty, to slander, to persecution
and yet none of these things move us because we see Jesus exalted and,
therefore, know that these are under His power and cannot touch us ex-
cept as He grants them His permission to do so. Death is at times terrible
in prospect, but its terror ceases when we see Jesus who has passed
safely through the shades of the sepulcher, vanquished the tyrant of the
tomb and left an open passage to immortality to all His own!

We see the pains, the groans and dying strife—see them, indeed, exag-
gerated by our fears—and the only cure for the consequent alarm is a
sight of Him who has said, “He that believes in Me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live. And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.”
When we see Jesus—past, present and to come—we are summed up in
Him and over all shines a glorious life which fills our souls with unspeak-
able delight!

III. Thirdly, “we see Jesus” with most glad EXPECTATION. His glorious
Person is to us the picture and the pledge of what we shall be, for “it does
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that when He shall appear,
we shall be like He; for we shall see Him as He is.” In infinite love He con-
descended to become one with us here below, as says the Apostle, “For-
asmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also
Himself likewise took part of the same.” And this descent of love on His
part to meet us in our low estate is the assurance that His love will lift us
up to meet Him in His high estate! He will make us partakers of His Na-
ture, inasmuch as He has become partaker of our nature.

It is written, “Both He that sanctifies and they who are sanctified are all
of one: for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren.” What
bliss is this that we should be like the Incarnate God! It would seem too
good to be true, were it not after the manner of our Lord to do great and
unsearchable things for us! Nor may we alone derive comfort as to our fu-
ture from His Person—we may also be made glad by a hope as to His
place. Where we see Jesus to be, there shall we also be! His Heaven is our
Heaven! His prayer secures that we shall be with Him where He is, that we
may behold His Glory. Today we may be in a workhouse, or in the ward of
a hospital, or in a ruinous hovel, “but we see Jesus” and we know that be-
fore long we shall dwell in the palace of the great King!

The Glory of Jesus strikes the eyes at once and thus we are made to
exult in His position, for it, too, is ours. He will allow us to sit upon His
Throne, even as He sits upon the Father’s Throne. He has made us kings

4 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org Volume 25



Sermon #1509 The Best of All Sights 5
and priests unto God and we shall reign forever and ever. Whatever of
rest, happiness, security and honor our glorious Bridegroom has attained,
He will certainly share it with His spouse—yes, and all His people shall
know what it is to be heirs of God, joint heirs with Jesus Christ, if we suf-
fer with Him that we may also be glorified together! How soon our condi-
tion shall rise into complete likeness to the ascended Lord, we cannot tell,
but it cannot be long and it may even be a very short time. The veil of time
is, in some cases very thin—another week may be the only separation.

And then! Ah, then! We shall see Jesus and what a sight will it be!
Heaven lies in that vision. ‘Tis all the Heaven our loving hearts desire! The
sight of Jesus which we now enjoy is a foretaste of the clearer sight which
is reserved for us and, therefore, it will be a happy wisdom to be much in
the enjoyment of it. A thousand things tempt us away and yet there is not
one of them worth a moment’s thought in comparison! What are works of
art and discoveries of science compared with our Beloved? What are the
gems which adorn the brow of beauty, or the eyes which flash from the
face of loveliness, if placed in rivalry with Him?

Other matters, weighty and important, call for our thoughts and yet
even these we may place in a second rank when Jesus is near. We may
not be doctors of divinity, much as we would desire to be deeply in-
structed in the Truths of God, “but we see Jesus.” Into many mysteries we
cannot pry, “but we see Jesus.” Where the Divine Sovereignty harmonizes
with human responsibility is too deep a problem for us, “but we see Je-
sus.” The times and the seasons baffle us, the dispensation of the end is
dark to us, “but we see Jesus.” Glory over us, you far-seeing Prophets!
Deride us, you deep-glancing philosophers! We leave you to your boasting!
We are poor, short-sighted beings and know but little—but one thing we
know—whereas we were once blind, now we see and, “WE SEE JESUS!”

This sight has made us unable to see many things which now dazzle
our fellow men. They can see priestly power in a certain set of men like
themselves. This we cannot see, for “we see Jesus,” as ending the line of
sacrificing priests and bestowing a common priesthood upon all the
saints. Many see great wisdom in the various schools of doubt in which
we see nothing except pretentious folly, for “we see Jesus” and all human
wisdom pales before the wisdom of God which is perfected in Him! Certain
of our brethren see perfection in the flesh, “but we see Jesus.” Others see
the Church and their own sect, “but we see Jesus!” A few see nothing but
their own separateness from everybody else and the peculiar excellence of
their exclusiveness, “but we see Jesus.”

Come, Beloved, let us get to our secret chambers of communion and
see Jesus there as from the hill of Pisgah! Let us turn the pages of Scrip-
ture and see Jesus there amid the beds of spices! Let us frequent ordi-
nances, especially the breaking of bread, and see Jesus there! Let us
watch in our experience as we are conformed unto His sufferings and see
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Him there! Let us go into the field of holy labor and, as we gird ourselves
and put on the yoke of service, let us see our Master there! Yes, in all
things let us learn to see our Lord, for Nature and Providence, experience
and Scripture are hung with mirrors which reflect Him!

Till the day breaks and the shadows flee away, let us continue to gaze
upon Him, till our eyes shall actually see Him for ourselves and not an-
other! Be this the grand distinction of our lives—whatever others may see
or not see, “WE SEE JESUS!”

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307.
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SEEING JESUS
NO. 771

BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“We see Jesus.”
Hebrews 2:9.

THE Apostle, in this verse, does not claim to have seen the Lord in the
flesh, although he boasts in another passage that he has done so, and as-
serts it as one of the proofs of his Apostleship. He is not, indeed, in this
text referring to any seeing of the Lord by mortal eyes at all—he is speak-
ing of faith—he means a spiritual sight of the Lord Jesus Christ. The point
to which I shall have to draw your attention this evening is that sight is
very frequently used in Scripture as a metaphor, an illustration, a symbol
to set forth what faith is.

Faith is the eye of the soul. It is the act of looking unto Jesus. In that
act, by which we are saved, we look unto Him and are saved from the very
ends of the earth. We look to Him and we find salvation. So far as seeing
with these natural eyes of ours is concerned it is the very opposite of faith.
We have heard people speak as though they wished they had lived in the
Savior’s day and could have seen Him. It must have been a great privilege
to those who were spiritually-minded, but it was no privilege (as they
know now, alas, to their regret), to those who were spiritually blind—for
many of those who saw our Lord and heard Him preach, rose up in wrath
to thrust Him out of the synagogue, and cast Him down the brow of the
cliff.

Instead of being overawed by His sweet majesty, or won by that love
which sat upon His brow, they scoffed at Him, said He was a Samaritan,
had a devil, and was mad! Even the sight of Jesus Christ upon the Cross
did not convert the men that stood there, but they thrust out their
tongues and called Him by ignominious titles and increased the sorrows of
His death by their scornful expressions. To see Jesus Christ with the
natural eye is nothing, my Brothers and Sisters, for this shall be the lot of
all men! They shall look on Him whom they have pierced and shall weep
and wail because of Him.

The sight of Him, when He shall come in the latter days to judge the
earth in righteousness, will be the source of terror to the wicked so that
there can be no kind of benefit, certainly no saving blessing, from such a
sight of Jesus Christ with the eyes as will be afforded even to lost spirits.
The Apostle is speaking of the spiritual eye here. He is speaking of that
mental vision which God affords to those who have had their eyes
anointed with heavenly eye salve by the Holy Spirit that they may see. And
our business tonight is, first of all, to show why faith is so frequently
compared to the sense of sight.

I. Let us, in the first place, give our attention for a few minutes TO THE
REASON WHY FAITH IS COMPARED TO SIGHT. Is not sight, in many re-
spects, the noblest of all the senses? To be deprived of any of our senses
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is a great loss, but perhaps the greatest deprivation of all is the loss of
sight. Certainly, whatever may be the degree of pain that may follow the
loss of any other sense, they who lose their sight lose the noblest of hu-
man faculties.

For observe, in the first place, that sight is marvelously quick. How
wondrously fast and far it travels! It does not take you an hour to make a
journey from one part of the country to another by your eyes. You are on a
mountain and you can see 50 or a 100 miles, as the case may be, and you
see it by the simple opening of the eyes. It is all there. Your thought is
flashed far away in an instant, in the twinkling of your eye. Standing on
some of the Alpine summits, you look far and wide and see lakes spread
at a distance beneath your feet. And far away there is a range of black
mountains, or of hills clothed with snow.

You know they are, perhaps, 200 miles distant, but in a moment you
are there! So quick does the sense of sight travel that we go to the moon
or to the sun without knowing that any space of time is taken up by our
eyes traveling there! And those remote stars which the astronomers tell us
are so distant that they can scarcely compute how far off they are, yet my
eye travels to them in a second of time when I gaze upon the starry fir-
mament! So quickly does sight travel—and equally rapid is the action of
faith!

Brethren, we know not where Heaven may be—where the state, the
place called “Heaven” is—but faith takes us there in contemplation in a
single moment. We cannot tell when the Lord may come—it may not be for
centuries yet—but faith steps over the distance in a moment and sees
Him coming in the clouds of Heaven, and hears the trumpet of resurrec-
tion! It would be very difficult, indeed, it would be impossible for us to
travel backward in any other chariot than that of faith, for it is faith which
helps us to see the creation of the world when the morning stars sang to-
gether and the sons of God shouted for joy!

Faith enables us to walk in the garden with our first parents and to
witness the scene when God promised that the Seed of the woman should
bruise the serpent’s head. Faith makes us familiar with Patriarchs and
gives us to see the troubles and trials of kings. Faith takes us to Calvary’s
summit and we stand and see our Savior as plainly as did His mother
when she stood sorrowfully at the foot of the Cross. We this day can fly
back to the solemn day of Pentecost and feel as if we could hear the
mighty rushing wind, and see the cloven tongues sitting upon the chosen
company, so swiftly does faith travel!

And, best of all, in one moment faith can take a sinner out of a state of
death into a state of life, can lift him from damnation into salvation, can
remove him from the land of the shadow of death, where he sat in afflic-
tion and irons, and give him the oil of joy for mourning, and the garments
of praise for the spirit of heaviness! O Sinner, you can get at Christ in a
moment of time! No sooner has your heart trusted Jesus than you are
with Him—united to Him!

You need not say, “Where is He? I would fly to Heaven if I could but
find Him, or dive under Hell’s most profound wave if I could but embrace
Him.” He is near you, so near that the act of faith conveys you at once into
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His bosom, plunges you into His blood, clothes you with His righteous-
ness, adopts you into the family of God and makes you co-heir with Jesus
Christ—joint-heir with Him in all things! See, then, why faith is like sight,
because of the rapidity of its operations, requiring no time so that a dying
sinner, believing in Jesus, is saved at the 11t hour, needing not to go
roundabout to do penances, and pass through probationary periods and I
know not what besides! He may come to Jesus, weary, and worn and sad.
And the road to Jesus, though it seems long to some, is so short that one
step takes you there. You have but to leave self behind, and trust in Him,
and you are with Him! “We see Jesus.” Faith, then, is like sight for its
quickness.

Is not faith like sight, too, in the second place, for its largeness? It is a
wonderful faculty, that of sight. Your eyes and mine take in at once the
whole of this building with all the assembled company. These eyes will
next, if they are placed at a point of vantage, take in the entire city of
London with the whole of its populous streets. Give the eyes but the op-
portunity, let the sun go down, and they will take in all the thousands of
worlds that stud the brow of night. What is there which the eye cannot
grasp, and mark you, not the eye of the great and mighty only, but of the
poorest also? Yes, the little insignificant eyes of the lark can take in as
much, no doubt, as the big eyes of the bull. And the smallest eyes that
God creates He enables to compass great things.

A marvelous thing is that eye, darting its shafts everywhere, sending its
rays around and embracing all things. Now, just such a power is faith.
What a faculty faith has for grasping everything, for it lays hold upon the
past, the present, and the future! It pierces through most intricate things
and sees God producing good out of all the tortuous circumstances of
Providence. And what is more, faith does what the eyes cannot do—it sees
the Infinite! It beholds the Invisible! It looks upon that which eye has not
seen, which ear has not heard—it sees beneath the veil that parts us from
the land of terror, and, moved with fear—it makes us fly to the Savior!

Faith sees through the pearly gate, and, beholding the glory of the bet-
ter land, it makes us fly to Jesus who bears the keys of Paradise at His
waist. Faith sees—I know not how to describe fully what faith sees—what
is there she does not behold? She sees even God Himself, for though in my
finite conception I cannot grasp God, and my understanding can only per-
ceive, as it were, His train and skirts, yet my faith, with awful comprehen-
sion, can take in the whole of God and believe what she does not know,
and accept what she cannot comprehend!

Oh, wondrous faculty of faith! God give it to you, my dear Hearer! God
give you more and more of it so that it may be to you the substance of
things hoped for, and the evidence of things not seen, and that all com-
prehending faculty shall enable you to say—

“All things are mine, the gift of God,
The purchase of a Savior’s blood.

This world is mine, and worlds to come.
Earth is my lodge, and Heaven my home.”

Again, sight is a most remarkable faculty, because, in the judgment of
most men, it is very sure. We believe that we are often deceived by hear-
ing. We are inclined, often, when we hear a story, to say, “I would believe
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that if I saw it, but I would not otherwise. I have been so often deceived by
hearing tales that I cannot always credit what my ears tell me.”

We know how, by feelings, we are readily enough deceived, like Isaac,
who would not have given his blessing to Jacob had not his eyes waxed
dim, and his touch deceived him. But “seeing is believing,” according to
the world’s proverb. When a man sees a thing, then he says he knows it,
though, indeed, of late years especially, we have learned that even sight
itself is not always to be trusted, for the most extraordinary illusions have
been practiced upon persons for amusement and have become a part of
the apparatus of pleasure and philosophy. You cannot believe your own
eyes nowadays!

You see a great many things, or think you see them, which are not
there. And things which you could declare to be in such-and-such a posi-
tion turn out not to be there at all—it is merely some reflection, or some
delusion, simple enough when explained—but most puzzling until it is
opened up to you. However, sight is generally regarded by men to be the
most sure of all our faculties. If we see a thing, there it is—there is no
questioning it.

Now faith has this certifying power in a much higher degree, for the
faith which is of the operation of God and which distinguishes His own
elect, is infallible. The faith of God’s people will not believe a lie. It is writ-
ten that “if it were possible,” such-and-such “would deceive the very
elect,” but it is not possible. Where faith takes the Word of God as her ba-
sis, and rests upon it, she becomes an infallible faculty, and we may de-
pend upon that which she reveals to us. It is a glorious thing to know cer-
tainties, such as the existence of God, and the Everlasting Covenant, or-
dered in all things and sure. Such blessed certainties as the effectual
Atonement which has put away the sin of the Lord’s people and such cer-
tainties as the enjoyment of the Presence of the Holy Spirit in His indwell-
ing power within our soul. May we have much of this faith which is like
sight for its certifying power!

Once more, is not faith wondrously like sight from its power to affect
the mind, and enable a man to realize a thing? What I mean is this. That
eminent preacher in America, Mr. Beecher, frequently used to address his
audience upon Negro slavery. his touching eloquence never failed to move
his people to an abhorrence of the thing and to a sympathy with those
who smarted under its power. But on one occasion, as I have been told,
he wished to produce an extraordinary feeling in order to raise a large
sum of money for a certain purpose.

He therefore spoke enthusiastically upon the sorrows of a beautiful girl,
almost white, but still with sufficient African blood in her veins for her
master to claim her for his slave—and she was about to be sold far south
for the worst of purposes. Mr. Beecher wanted to touch the hearts of his
people to purchase her liberty, that she, their Sister in Christ, might be
freed. He had spoken earnestly, but to produce the required effect he
called her from her seat, and bade her stand up in the midst, and you
may guess that that morning there was no difficulty in collecting all the
needed funds to set her free. The sight of the slave-girl had moved their
hearts as the preacher’s words could not do.
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Now, it is so usually. We talk about poverty, but when do you feel your
hands go into your pockets so freely as when you have been visiting a
poor family where the little ones are crying for bread, and where the par-
ents have no means for providing for them? You feel for orphans. Many of
us do very sincerely, but we never felt for them so thoroughly as when we
began to deal with them and to see them and their widowed mothers. In
our newly-founded Orphanage—for which I would bespeak your help con-
tinually—we have had already to deal with many fatherless ones. We have
come more than ever into contact with them and we feel that the father-
less are, indeed, objects of pity, for the sight of them and of the widows
has put the thing forcibly before us.

We have heard of one who, being cold in the streets and seeing a poor
shivering family, thought that winter was very hard, and that when he got
home he would take care to put by some money to buy blankets for them.
But when he had sat down by the fire, and thoroughly warmed himself
and partaken of his cheerful meal, he thought the weather must be
changed, and that it was not so bad a thing, after all, to have a little win-
ter. And so the blankets were never bought, and the poor were never cared
for. There is nothing like sight, my Brothers and Sisters, to convince—
notwithstanding the moment when sight is over, feelings may depart.

Now faith has also this mighty reasoning power in even a higher degree.
If it is real faith it makes the Christian man, in dealing with God, feel to-
wards God as though he saw Him. It gives him the same awe, and yet the
same joyous confidence which he would have if he were capable of actu-
ally beholding the Lord. Faith, when it takes a stand at the foot of the
Cross, makes us hate sin and love the Savior just as much as though we
had seen our sins placed to Christ’s account and had seen the nails
driven through His hands and feet and seen the bloody scourges as they
made the sacred drops of blood fall—

“We were not with the faithful few

Who stood Your bitter Cross around.

Nor heard Your prayer for those who slew,
Nor felt that earthquake rock the ground.

We saw no spear pierce Your side—
Yet we can feel that You have died.”

Faith realizes the thing and thus becomes “the substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen.” Hence the glory and the beauty of
faith.

Now, many of you have heard about the wrath of God but it has all
been forgotten. You have heard about the judgment and the wrath of God
to come afterwards. You have heard of the Atonement, and the power of
Jesus to put away sin. But you have had no effect produced upon your
minds, because, as the Apostle puts it, “It was not mixed with faith in
them that heard it.” But if you had had faith in that which was pro-
claimed, and had come savingly to trust in the Truth of God which was
presented as the grounds of your salvation, you would have been moved,
and stirred, and excited, and led to hate sin and to fly to Jesus! God grant
to us, then, that we may have more and more faith. I have thus, I trust, at
sufficient length shown the parallel between faith and sight.
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II. And now we shall spend a minute or two upon another thought,
namely, that FAITH, THE SIGHT OF THE SOUL, IS HERE SPOKEN OF AS
A CONTINUOUS THING. “We see Jesus.” It does not say, “We can see Je-
sus”—that is true enough—the spiritual eye can see the Savior. Nor does
it say, “We have seen Him.” That also, glory be to God, is a delightful fact!
We have seen the Lord, and we have rejoiced in seeing Him. Nor does the
text say, “We shall see Him,” though this is our pride and our hope, that
“when He shall appear, we shall be like He, for we shall see Him as He is.”

The text says, “We see Jesus.” We see Him now and continually. This is
the common habit of the Christian! It is the element of his spiritual life. It
is his most delightful occupation. It is his constant practice. “We see Je-
sus.” Dear Brothers and Sisters, | am afraid some of us forget this. For in-
stance, we see Jesus Christ as our Savior, we being sinners still. And is it
not a delightful thing always to feel one’s self a sinner, and always to
stand looking to Christ as one’s Savior, thus beholding Him evermore? “As
you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, even so walk you in Him”—not
merely sometimes coming to Him as you came at first, but evermore abid-
ing in Him.

“To whom coming”—always coming, constantly coming—“as unto a liv-
ing stone.” | was present at a meeting of Believers a short time ago when a
conversation of this kind occurred. A Brother in the Lord, one of the most
fervent men I know, said that sometimes when his piety flagged and his
heart grew cold, he found it a very blessed thing to go and visit the sick
and the dying. He found this to be such a sweet restoration to his faith
that he recommended us all, as often as we could, to frequent dying beds.

Now another Brother who was present, who preaches the Gospel, but
who at the same time is a butcher, said he thanked God he did not need
to go to a dying bed to see Jesus and to get his heart set right. He said
that he had had as sweet fellowship with God in Camden Town Market as
he ever had in the House of Prayer. And he said that he found it best al-
ways to live as his Brother wished to live sometimes, namely, always con-
scious of sin and always looking to the Sin-Offering. Come to Jesus, then,
as you came at first! Fly to the fountain always as needing constant
cleansing—not as though you had not been washed, but still abiding—
continuing in blessed recognition of your present cleansing that flows
from the fountain filled with blood.

It is very sweet to remember that the fountain we sing about as being
opened in Jerusalem, is opened “for the house of David and for the in-
habitants of Jerusalem” —not so much for sinners, though it is opened for
them, as for Believers—“for the house of David and the inhabitants of Je-
rusalem.” Let us always be coming to it! And each morning and each
night, let this be the cry of our spirit, “Still guilty, still vile, still polluted,
we see Jesus, and, seeing Him, we know that we are saved.”

Should not this, also, be the mode of our life in another respect? We are
now disciples. Being saved from our former conversation, we have now
become the disciples of the Lord Jesus. And ought we not, as disciples, to
be constantly with our Master? Ought not this to be the motto of our life,
“We see Jesus” We should not regard the commands of Jesus Christ as
being a law left to us by a departed Master whom we cannot see, and to

6 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org Volume 13



Sermon #771 Seeing Jesus 7
whom we cannot fly. Is it not better to believe that Christ is a living
Christ, that He is in the midst of His Church still, observing our order,
noting our obedience or our disobedience, a Master absent in one sense,
but still in another point of view ever present, according to His promise—
“Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world”? We should—

“Stay with Him near the tree,

Stay with Him near the tomb.

Stay till the risen Lord we see,

Stay watching ‘till He come.”

My Brethren, could we be so frequently cold and careless if we could
always see Jesus? Would our hearts be so hard towards perishing sinners
if we always saw that face which was bedewed with tears for them? Do
you think we could sit still, or grow worldly, or spend all our energies
upon ourselves if we could see the Crucified, who though “He saved oth-
ers, Himself He could not save”? I wish I could always come here to
preach Jesus “seeing” Him by my side, and feeling in my heart that I was
preaching in my Master’s Presence. I would that you could always come
into this place, both at Prayer Meetings and at all other times, feeling,
“The Master is here. Let us bow as in His sight. Let our worship be given—
not to One who is blind, and who will not see us—but to One who beholds
us all and sees our inmost thoughts.”

As disciples we should be more punctual in our obedience, more con-
sistent in our imitation of Jesus if we had Him always before us. The Ro-
manist puts up the crucifix idol before his eyes. Well, let us put up Christ
in our spirits. He wears the cross on his bosom. Let us carry Christ in our
heart, still thinking of Jesus, seeing Him at all times. Would it not also,
dear Friends, be very much for our comfort if we were to see Jesus always
as our Friend in our sojourn here? “Henceforth,” He says, “I call you not
servants, but I have called you friends.”

You are very poor, my dear Brother. Do you see Jesus? He was poorer
than you. You have somewhere to go to sleep tonight, but He could say,
“The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of
Man has not where to lay His head.” Are you racked with pain tonight?
Let it help you to see Jesus. You are not “exceedingly sorrowful even unto
death,” nor are your griefs to be compared with His. Have you been de-
serted and betrayed? See Jesus kissed by Judas! Have you been denied by
some friend who promised to be faithful? Look into the face of Jesus as He
turns to Peter! Does death itself stare you in the face? Remember Him
who, “being found in fashion as a Man, humbled Himself, and became
obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross.”

We would never be alone if we could see Jesus, or at least, if we were, it
would be a blessed solitude! We would never feel deserted if we could see
Jesus—we would have the best of Helpers. I know we would not feel weak
if we always saw Him, for He would be our strength and our song. He
would become our salvation. The bitter waters of Marah—the afflictions
and troubles of the day would all be sweet if this tree were cast into the
flood for us, and if Jesus were brought, in solemn meditation, into contact
with our spirits. Oh, to see Jesus!

You have seen Him as your Savior—you desire to see Him as your Mas-
ter. Oh, to see Him as your Friend upon whose bosom you can still lean
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your aching head, into whose ear you can ever pour your tale of sorrow!
Through the wilderness you may continually come up leaning on your Be-
loved, and with Him you may have perpetually such sweet enjoyments,
that earth, desert as it is, shall seem to blossom like a garden of roses and
your spirit shall enjoy Heaven below!

Again, would it not be much better for us, dear Friends, if we were to
see Jesus as our Forerunner? I do not know whether it is so with the most
of you, but while some of us rejoice in the prospect of Heaven, yet the
thought of death is sometimes surrounded with much gloom. It cannot be
an easy thing to go down amidst the chill darkness of the river, and there
to be separated, the soul from the body, and to leave this earthly taberna-
cle behind an inheritance to worms. It has a hideous appearance to us
sometimes.

Even the Apostle himself shuddered a little at it when he said, “Not that
we would be unclothed, but clothed upon.” Death seems a bitter pill to us
all, and unless it is swallowed up in victory—and the victory takes away
the sting of death—the hour of dissolution will be bitter. But do you not
think that our thoughts of gloom about death sometimes arise from a for-
getfulness that Jesus will be with us? If our faith could see Jesus as mak-
ing our bed in our sickness and then standing by our side in the last sol-
emn article to conduct us safely through the iron gates—should we not,
then, look upon death in a very different light? You know how Watts’s
hymn puts it—

“Oh if my Lord would come and meet,

My soul should stretch her wings in haste,
Fly fearless through Death’s iron gate,
Nor feel the terrors as she passed.

Jesus can make a dying bed

Feel soft as downy pillows are,

While on His breast I lean my head,
And breathe my life out sweetly there.”

My dear Brothers and Sisters, gathering up all I should like to have
said, but cannot say, into one, it is this—if we see Jesus as being always
with us, from morn till eve, in life and in death—what noble Christians it
will make us! Now we shall not get angry with each other so quickly. We
shall see Jesus! We cannot be angry when that dear loving face is in view.
And when we have been affronted we shall be very ready to forgive when
we see Jesus. Who can hate his brother when he sees that face, that ten-
der face, more marred than that of any man? When we see Jesus, do you
think we shall get worldly? Would you have spoken as you did across the
counter today, Brother, had you seen Jesus?

My dear Friend, would you have been as you have been to your work-
fellow? Would you have spoken as you did to your servants? Would you
have acted as you did to your master had you seen Jesus? They say “a
master’s eye does much.” Certainly the Presence of Jesus would do much!
“The master’s eye does more than both his hands,” they say. Oh, for that
consciousness of the eyes of Jesus, which shall be like the hands of Jesus
molding us according to His will. “We see Jesus.”

Now, I hope you do see Jesus as you sit in the pews there. Sometimes
on Sunday, when the Lord helps the preacher, and Christ is evidently set
forth among you, you have seen Jesus. But will you see Him after you
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have gone down those steps? Will you see Him when you get home to
your houses? Will you see Him the next morning in the workroom, or at
the business, or in the market? This is not quite so easy, and yet I hold
that if we had more Divine Grace we would see Christ just as well in the
market, among the baskets of fruit, as we can at the Tabernacle sitting in
our pews! We would see Him quite as well if we were driving a horse, or
walking along Cheapside, as when we are in our closets, bowing the knee.
For that is true Grace which is with us always, and that is the Presence of
Jesus which abides with us forever. That is true piety which shines the
fairest in the midst of worldly cares. May we each one of us have this—
and may it be the expression of our life—“We see Jesus”—and then we
shall be able to go farther and say, “For me to live is Christ, and to die is
gain.”

III. I shall detain you just a minute or two longer for a third point about
our sight of Jesus, namely, we have said that faith is like sight, and that
our faith should be a present Grace in active operation. But there may be
this reflection about our present sight of Christ, that SOMETIMES OUR
FAITH, LIKE OUR SIGHT, IS NOT QUITE CLEAR. You do not always see, |
suppose, equally well. There are many things that affect the optic nerves,
and we know that in fair weather we can see a greater distance than we
can in cloudy weather.

I was at Newcastle, some time ago, in a friend’s house and when I went
up to the top window and looked out, he said, “There is a fine view, Sir, if
you could but see it. We can see Durham Cathedral from here on Sun-
day.” “On Sunday!” I said, “how is that?” “Well, you see all that smoke
down there, all those furnaces, and so on? They are all stopped on a Sun-
day, and then, when the air is clear, we can see Durham Cathedral.” Right
away I thought—ah, we can see a great deal on a Sunday when the smoke
of the world is gone for a little time! We can see all the way to Heaven,
then. But sometimes, what with the smoke we make in business, and the
smoke the devil makes, and the smoke that sin makes, we can scarcely
see anything at all!

Well, since the natural sight has to undergo variations, both from itself
within and from the smoke without, and from the state of the weather—we
must not wonder if our faith undergoes variations, too. It ought not to do
so, but sometimes it does, There are seasons when we realize that Christ
is ours. Glory be to His name, if all the devils in Hell would speak to the
contrary, yet we know that our Beloved is ours, and that we are His! We
are sure of it. Though all the angels in Heaven should come and deny it,
we would face them, and say, “I know whom I have believed, and am per-
suaded that He is able to keep that which I have committed unto Him
against that day.”

But there are other times when the same Believer sings Newton’s
hymn, but whenever he does, he ought to sing it alone, for fear anybody
should catch the contagion of it—

““Tis a point I long to know,
Oft it causes anxious thought:

Do I love the Lord or no,
Am I His or am I not?”
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There are hours when some of us would be glad to creep into a mouse
hole or hide ourselves in a nutshell—we feel so little, so insignificant—our
faith is at so miserable an ebb that we know not what to do. Well, let us
not be astonished as though we were not the children of God because of
this. Everything that has life has variations. A block of wood is not af-
fected by the weather, but a living man is! You may drive a stake into the
ground and it will feel no influence of spring, summer, autumn, or win-
ter—but if the stake is alive and you drive it into the soil where there is
moisture—it will soon begin to sprout! And you will be able to tell when
spring and winter are coming by the changes that take place in the living
tree. Life is full of these changes—do not wonder, then, if you experience
them.

Again, faith, like sight, is not only subject to variations, but it has great
growth. Our children, in a certain sense, see as truly when they are a day
old as when they are grown up to be 20 years old. But we must not sup-
pose that they see as accurately, for they do not. I think observations
would teach us that little children see all things as on a level surface, and
that distant objects seem to them to be near, for they have not yet re-
ceived experience enough to judge of the relative position of things. That is
an acquired knowledge, and no doubt very early acquired but still it is
learned as a matter of mental experience.

And let me say, though you may not have noticed it, all our measures
of distance by the eye are matters which have to be gained by habit and
observation. When I first went to Switzerland with a friend from Lucerne,
we saw a mountain in the distance which we were going to climb. I
pointed out a place where we should stop half-way up, and I said, “We
shall be there in about four and a half hours.” “Four and a half hours!”
my friend said, “I'd undertake to walk it in ten minutes.” “No, not you.”
“Well, but half an hour!” He looked again, and said, “Anybody could get
there in half an hour!” It seemed no distance at all.

And yet when we came to toil up, the four and a half hours turned into
five or six before we reached the place! Our eyes were not accustomed to
mountains, and we were not able to measure them. It is only by consider-
able experience that you get to understand what a mountain is and how a
long distance appears. You are altogether deceived and do not know the
position of things till you become wiser. And it is just so with faith. Faith
in the Christian, when he first gets it, is true and saving—but it is not in
proportion. The man believes one doctrine, perhaps, and that is so de-
lightful that it swallows up every other. Then he gets hold of another and
he swings that way like a pendulum—no doctrine can be true but that
one.

Perhaps in a little time he swings back like a pendulum the other way.
He is unsteady because while his faith perceives the Truth of God, it does
not perceive the harmonies of the Truths of God. His faith, for instance,
may perceive the Lord Jesus Christ, but as yet it has not learned the posi-
tion which Christ occupies in the great economy of Divine Grace. He is
half-blind, and cannot see very far. He has sight, but it is not the sight
which he will yet receive. Like the blind man who, when our Lord healed
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him, saw men at first as trees walking, he comes, in due time, to see
clearly, for Grace always goes on in its work—it will never halt half-way.

Regardless, at first all is obscure and confused. Just as when you pass
from darkness into light you are unable to bear it, you are dazzled and
need a short time to accustom your eyes to the brilliance. But in due time
the eyes are strengthened and you can bear more and more light till you
again see with comfort. Let us ask, then, of the Lord, that He will increase
our faith till the mental eyes shall become clear and bright, and that we
be made meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light, to
be with Christ, and to see Him as He is. If you have but little faith remem-
ber that that will save you. The little diamond is as much a diamond as
the Kohinoor. So little faith is as truly the faith of God’s elect as the great-
est faith!

If you but see Jesus, though it is but by the corner of your eye, yet if
you see Him, you shall be saved! And though you may not see as much of
Christ as advanced Believers do, yet if you see enough of Him to trust
Him, to rely on Him entirely—your sins, which are many, are forgiven—
and you shall yet receive Grace for Grace until you shall see Him in His
Glory. However, always be praying, “Lord, increase our faith.”

The last thing I have to notice about this true faith in Christ as sight is
that it is at all times a very simple thing to look. Look! No one needs go to
a grammar school or to a university to look. Look! The smallest child, as
we have said, can look—the most illiterate and untaught can look. If there
is life in a look, glory be to God for such a provision because it is available
for each one of us! Sinner, if you would be saved, there is nothing for you
to think upon but Christ. Do your sins trouble you? Go to Him and trust
in Him—and the moment you look to Him you are saved. “Oh,” says one,
“but I cannot do that! My faith is so weak.”

Well, when I walk about and see a beautiful sight, very seldom do I
think about my own sight—my mind is occupied with the sight—and so
let it be with you. Never mind those eyes—think more about the vision to
be seen. Think of Christ. It would be a pitiful thing if, when there were
some great procession in the streets, all you thought about was your own
eyes. You would see but very little. Think less about your faith, and more
about Jesus—

“Weary Sinner! Keep your eyes
On the atoning Sacrifice.
View Him bleeding on the tree,
Pouring out His life for you.
Cast your guilty soul on Him,
Find Him mighty to redeem!
At His feet your burden lay.
Look your doubts and fears away.”

Turn over and over in your mind the great transaction on the Cross. I
have sometimes said to young seekers, Go home and spend an hour de-
liberately reading about the death of Christ. And then picture it in your
mind’s eye, for it is in that way that faith comes. Through the Holy Spirit’s
power we come to believe that story by thinking upon it, seeing Jesus in
it, and then following on and giving it the full acceptance of our spirit. Go
to the Cross for faith if you cannot go with faith, and the Lord grant that
you may find in Jesus—
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“True belief and true repentance,
Every Grace that brings us near,”

so that you, too, may say with us, “We see Jesus.”

What is there in this world which is worth looking at in comparison
with Him? All else is like the mirage of the desert which appears but to
fade away, deluding the weary traveler with hopes of rest and refresh-
ment, and leaving him sick at heart because all has passed as the base-
less fabric of a dream, leaving not a wreck behind. Can you gain anything
by watching the bubbles on the stream of time? Will they shake your
death thirst and cool your brow in the article of death? Is there anything
of healing in the uplifted images of earthly gold, honor, wisdom, and
power? You have tried them—well, how do they answer?

I know of one who, traveling over a pass in Italy one evening, secured a
light to help him over a dangerous and difficult part of the way further on.
It was not needed till the narrow steep descent was reached. In fact, it was
in the way till then, and just as the traveler came to the very spot where it
was required, it went out and left him in utter darkness! So it is full often
in the sinner’s experience who travels in the dark—his lights go out when
most needed. Oh, far better, then, to walk in daylight, using the eye of
faith in the clear sunshine of Gospel light from the Sun of Righteousness!

Walk in the light. Come to the light, and live seeing Jesus—
“We would see Jesus, for the shadows lengthen
Across this little landscape of our life.
We would see Jesus’ our weak faith to strengthen,
For the last weariness, the final strife.
We would see Jesus, the great Rock foundation,
Whereon our feet were set by Sovereign Grace.
Nor life nor death, with all their agitation,
Can then remove us if we see His face.
We would see Jesus—sense is all too blinding,
And Heaven appears too dim, too far away.
We would see You, to gain a sweet reminding
That You have promised our great debt to pay.
We would see Jesus: this is all we’re needing—
Strength, joy, and willingness, come with the sight!
We would see Jesus, dying, risen, pleading;
Then welcome day, and farewell mortal night!”

The Lord send you away with His blessing, for Jesus’ sake.

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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THE CAPTAIN OF OUR SALVATION
NO. 2619

A SERMON
INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S-DAY, APRIL 23, 1899.

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON THURSDAY EVENING, JANUARY 19, 1882.

“For it became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things,
in bringing many sons to Glory, to make the Captain of their
salvation perfect through sufferings.”

Hebrews 2:10.

OBSERVE, dear Friends, how glorious God is. The description given
here by the Apostle contains but few words, and those nearly all little
ones, but how full of meaning they are! “Him, for whom are all things,
and by whom are all things.” Here you have God set forth as being both
the beginning and the end of everything! All things are for Him—to do His
bidding, to accomplish His purpose, to act forth His Glory and this be-
cause all things are by Him—in their first creation, in their subsequent
preservation and in all that is yet to come of them! Of whom speaks the
Apostle this but of the Triune God, to whom be glory forever and ever? Of
whom speaks He this—if we would be still more exact—but of the Father
who has made His Son perfect in bringing many sons to Glory? It is the
Father “for whom are all things, and by whom are all things.”

And, my dear Brothers and Sisters, the Apostle was wisely guided by
the Holy Spirit to give this title to the Father in this particular place.
Sometimes, in prayer, men call God by one or another of His names and
each name may be correct, yet it may not be well chosen for that special
occasion. But you will notice that if the Holy Spirit describes either God
the Father or the Lord Jesus by any term other than His usual name, the
title is always very wisely chosen and is most appropriate in that place.
Now, in the matter of our salvation, we need One, “by whom are all
things,” for none but the Creator can create us anew in Christ Jesus. No
one who has less power than the Divine Preserver of men can keep us
from falling. And none but the Divine Being who encompasses all things
within the range of His Infinite mind, can guard us against the many ter-
rible perils on the way to Heaven. If ever we are to be brought to Glory, it
must be by the God “by whom are all things.” And certainly, if we are
brought there, as I pray that we all may be—it will be by Him “for whom
are all things”—and we shall forever adore the mystery of His Grace
which landed us safely on the heavenly shore!

Every part of the great plan of salvation sets forth the splendor of the
Grace of the Most High God. What do we see in our election but His
Grace? What do we see in our redemption but His Grace? What do we
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see in our conversion but His Grace? What do we see in our justification,
sanctification, adoption and final preservation but His Grace? By Him, in
Grace as well as in Nature, are all things—and for Him, in Grace as well
as in Nature, are all things. Unto Him belongs both the power and the
glory, the two must always go together. He works all our works in us and
to Him be all the praise, world without end!

We start, then, with this as a sort of keynote—that the great Father,
who has purposed our salvation, is able to fully carry out what He has
planned, for by Him are all things. And He also has an admirable reason
for accomplishing it, because it will bring Him glory, and for Him are all
things. If our salvation would degrade His name in any sense or respect.
If the salvation of sinners would even obscure the severity of His justice,
it might be a question as to whether it would ever be accomplished. But,
since there is nothing about this work but what will bring Him honor and
glory, we rest assured that, having put His hand to it, He will not with-
draw His arm until He has fully accomplished His eternal purpose to the
praise of the glory of His Grace!

Our text sets before us some most precious Truth concerning our Lord
Jesus Christ and His people. First, here is a high enterprise—the bringing
of many sons to Glory. In the second place, this enterprise is being car-
ried out by an ordained Captain—there is a Captain of our salvation
through whom the many sons are to be brought to Glory. And, thirdly,
we are to notice the becoming work of the Father upon Him who is Cap-
tain. “For it became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all
things, in bringing many sons to Glory, to make the Captain of their sal-
vation perfect through sufferings.”

I. First, then, here IS A HIGH ENTERPRISE—the bringing of many
sons to Glory.

I think that you will find the historical parallel of this enterprise in the
Lord’s great work of bringing the tribes of Israel out of Egypt, through the
Red Sea, through the wilderness and into Canaan. The Lord, in His de-
liverance of His ancient people, gives us a type of what He is doing and
will do for all His chosen. The exodus was not merely the bringing of the
people out of Egypt into the wilderness, for then they might truly have
said to Moses, “Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you taken
us away to die in the wilderness?” But the whole transaction was not
completed, the enterprise was not finished, until all those whom the Lord
intended to bless had actually crossed the Jordan and had taken posses-
sion of the promised land. He led not the children of Israel merely out of
Egypt, but He led them into Canaan—and His leadership of them
through the desert is a picture and emblem of Christ’s leadership of the
many sons whom He is bringing to Glory. I want you to think of the sal-
vation of the redeemed in that light.

To begin at the end, the Lord Jesus is bringing many sons to Glory, just
as God brought His ancient people into Canaan. The ultimate destination
of every Believer is eternal Glory. There is not one of us who will be per-
fect and complete until we stand at the right hand of God, even the Fa-
ther. There is no secondary position where some of the redeemed may be
satisfied to remain, but the many sons are all to be brought to “Glory.”
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That is the word—one of the biggest words that can be spoken by any
mortal mouth. Do you know all its meaning? No, my Brothers and Sis-
ters, you do not, and there is another word that comes before it—“The
Lord will give Grace and Glory.” Do you know all the meanings, even, of,
“Grace”? No, you do not—yet you have tasted of God’s Grace and if you
know not all the meaning of that of which you daily partake, I am sure
you do not know the meaning of that, “Glory,” which you have not yet ob-
tained.

Heaven is rightly called, “Glory.” I do not doubt that it is a very glori-
ous place. People have written books in which they have sought to give
us some idea of Heaven as perfecting all the joys of our earthly domestic
life. And artists have tried to depict the plains of Heaven, but the books
and the works of art are equally worthy to be burnt, for they fall so infi-
nitely short of what the reality must be that they are only a caricature
and a mockery of what “Glory” must really be. No, Beloved, no tongue
can tell what it is, and no pencil can depict the Glory of the place, itself,
the Father’s House, where the many mansions are—

“Eye has not seen it, my gentle boy—
Ear has not heard its sweet songs of joy!”

Nor shall your imagination be able to bring these things down to you, for
there is a spiritual Glory which must far exceed all the glories of which
you know anything on earth!

I think, also, that Heaven is called, “Glory,” because its inhabitants
follow glorious pursuits. What they are doing there all day long, I shall
not attempt to guess, but we are told that “the Throne of God and of the
Lamb shall be in it and His servants shall serve Him. They shall see His
face and His name shall be on their foreheads.” They will have enough to
do to cast their crowns at His dear feet who gave them all the joy they
have—and to make known to principalities and powers in heavenly
places the manifold wisdom of God! Of this we are quite sure—all their
pursuits will be glorious, there will be nothing low, nothing groveling,
nothing selfish done in Heaven—certainly, nothing wearisome, nothing
laborious that can bring sweat to the brow, again, that comes here be-
cause of the Curse. No, it is a glorious place where the happy dwellers
are engaged in glorious pursuits!

And they also have glorious pleasures. They realize to the fullest what
David said, “In Your Presence is fullness of joy. At Your right hand there
are pleasures forevermore.” Did you ever think—have you the power to
conceive—what the pleasures of God must be? What is the joy of the
Lord—the infinite satisfaction of the Eternal—the profound bliss of Him
who is most blessed forever? It is that joy, that bliss, that peace of which
they shall have a share, as the Master says to each one of them, “Enter
you into the joy of your Lord.” As high as the heavens are above the
earth, so high is God’s joy above our joy. Therefore we cannot attempt to
describe it, but we can only say of it that the joy of Heaven is Glory! The
bliss of Heaven is “from Glory to Glory” forever and ever!

And, as Heaven is a glorious place for glorious pursuits and glorious
pleasures, so all there will be glorious persons. There is not one low or
mean inhabitant of Heaven! There are many there who were despised on
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earth—the lowly and the suffering and the persecuted—but they are no
longer despised. God has put eternal honor upon them. They are all
priests and kings unto God! The priestly garments they wear are more
grand than Aaron’s raiment of glory and beauty and in their royal robes
they keep high holiday, where the sun goes down no more, and the days
of their mourning are forever ended. It is all glorious and I do not wonder
that Heaven is called, “Glory,” and that we have so little said about it.
There is just this great word—“Glory”—which by itself says more than I
would be able to say if I kept you here till the clock tolled out the mid-
night hour!

This is the high enterprise of God, to bring His many sons to Glory. I
call it a high enterprise, and so it is, for He will bring them to Glory de-
spite all difficulties. Where do the redeemed begin their march? Down
there, at the iron furnace, where they have lain among the pots, and
where their slavery has been hard and cruel. Their march begins with
Pharaoh to oppose them, but, with a high hand and an outstretched
arm, God brings them up out of the bondage of Nature, and out of the
bondage of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the children of God!
How gloriously does He lead them through the Red Sea and destroy their
adversaries with the precious blood of Jesus, till the depths have covered
them, and there is not one of them left! And the rest of the passage of His
people, from that high day at the Red Sea onward till they reach Glory—
what is it but a march of miracles, an ever-moving panorama of won-
ders? I do but speak of the experience of the true Christian when I say
that he is opposed from within and from without and that he is his own
greatest enemy—and that is not saying a small thing when I remind you
that the world, the flesh and the devil are all leagued against him!

It is with push of pike that I make my way to Heaven, disputing with
my fierce foe every inch of the road. Yet I shall win the day, for He, “by
whom are all things,” has undertaken to lead His sons to Glory—and He
will lead them there! If they had to cut their way through a whole legion
of devils, as when men reap their path through a thick cornfield, yet
should they, everyone of them, pass through unharmed! If there were
seven thousand Hells between them and Heaven, yet they would reach it
in safety because He, “for whom are all things, and by whom are all
things,” has determined to bring them there! Yet it is no easy march and
it will be no little glory that shall redound to Him who will lead us all
through the wilderness and bring us to the Canaan which is above, that
is, to “Glory.”

I want you to notice, next, that this high enterprise on God’s part is
concerning the bringing of “many sons to Glory.” In the second part of The
Pilgrim’s Progress, we read about Mr. Great-Heart, who had a tough task
to lead those women and children all the way to the Celestial City. They
caused him a deal of trouble and he is a picture of many a Christian
minister. Some of us have not to go before a few faint-hearted pilgrims,
but we have to lead hundreds, or even thousands! Every morning before
breakfast, I have to kill a giant for somebody or other, and hard fighting
it is! And as soon as ever I have killed him, I hear one of the dear chil-
dren crying out that he is going to be eaten up alive by another, so that I
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have to keep my sword always drawn! It is no easy task to be, under
Christ, helping to bring some of these sons to Glory!

But think of the work that God has undertaken—to bring many sons
to Glory—untold millions of them! I shall not attempt to use figures to
represent the numbers of the saved, for I believe my Master’s redeemed
ones will be as the dew of the morning, as the drops of the spray, as the
sands on the seashore and far excelling the starry hosts marshaled on
the midnight plains. Many sons will be brought to Glory by the great Fa-
ther. Sometimes, in the old days of war, there used to be a number of lit-
tle ships wanting to cross the sea, but the privateers were on the watch,
so the seamen were afraid to hoist the sail and get away from the shelter
of the shore, for they would soon be caught by their enemies, like doves
by the hawk. Well, what was done? There they lay, in port, until His Maj-
esty sent down a man-of-war, perhaps two or three, to be a convoy. Then
the little ships would all be safe—their crews need not any longer be
afraid of the Frenchmen or the Spaniards. So is it with those who are
under the protection of God. We, weak little vessels, could never, by our-
selves, reach our desired haven, but, lo, the Lord High Admiral of the
seas and the great Emperor of the land has come forth in the majesty of
His power to conduct us to Glory! And we shall get there safely, even
though our enemies should be beyond all count. It was a grand thing
when those convoys brought many little ships into harbor, but what a
fleet the Lord will bring into the Fair Havens of eternal happiness! We
read that on one occasion, when the Lord Jesus was crossing the Sea of
Galilee, “there were also with Him other little ships.” And there are still
with Him many other little ships, but He will bring them all safely into
the harbor. Let the enemy attack them if he dares to do so, but their Pro-
tector will preserve them all, for it is His purpose to bring many sons to
Glory.

I have not yet said all I need to say about this high enterprise, for per-
haps the chief wonder of it all is that He, “for whom are all things, and by
whom are all things,” has resolved to bring to Glory many sons. They
shall, all of them, be His sons! Oh, what a marvel it is that they should
be His sons! Who will have them for sons? I am sure that there is many a
man who might be ashamed to take for sons those whom God takes—the
most depraved, debased and fallen—whom men have passed by, as those
to whom they could not even speak. The Lord, in Infinite Love, has taken
them to be His children and He has said of them, “I will be a Father to
them, and they shall be My sons and daughters.” But, oh, what a work is
needed in order to turn these rebels into children! What a wonder of
Grace it is that they should first be regenerated and so get the nature of
children! And then that they should be adopted and so have the status of
children! And then that they should be sanctified and so exhibit, from
day to day, those qualities that must be found in the children of a holy
God! To make them sons is, indeed, an amazing work!

God did not do as much as that for the people in the wilderness. In
that respect, the type broke down, for the Israelites would not be God’s
sons. He acted as a father towards them, but they were rebels against
Him and, therefore, the carcasses of that first generation fell in the wil-
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derness. What a mercy it is that God does not now write the Law on tab-
lets of stone, but on the fleshy tablets of our hearts! And the Law of God
being written there, He gives us the Grace to obey it and, especially, He
gives us Grace to believe in Jesus and to receive Him! John wrote, “As
many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on His name.” And it is still true of all who
receive Him and believe on His name! Oh, what a mercy it is that guilty
sinners may so receive the adoption of children! What a blessed thing it
is that God will not only bring us to Glory, but that we shall be sons
when He gets us there! He will bring us to Glory as sons—we shall be His
sons while on the road and we shall be acknowledged as His sons in the
presence of the entire universe in that day when the righteous shall
“shine forth as the sun in the Kingdom of their Father,” for that is the
glorious Kingdom to which He is going to bring us!

Blessed be His name that He should ever make us sons and resolve to
bring us to Glory! Ah, well, He has set His heart upon doing it and He
can do it—therefore let us again bless and praise His holy name!

II. Now I turn to my second point, which is concerning THE OR-
DAINED CAPTAIN. God intends to bring “many sons to Glory,” but He
means to do it by the hand of a chosen Captain, greater than Joshua,
who will fight for His people and conduct them safely into the Canaan of
“Glory.”

The word here translated, “Captain,” is, in another place, rendered,
“Author,” and, in yet another passage, “Prince.” In fact, it is twice trans-
lated, “Prince.” But I feel perfectly satisfied to take the term as our Au-
thorized Version gives it and to say that the Lord our God leads His peo-
ple to Glory by a Captain. He might have done it, if so it had pleased Him,
by His own power and might, apart from a Mediator, but He has not done
so. He has ordained everything by the hand of a Mediator and it is an es-
sential part of His arrangement of the whole system of Grace that the Fa-
ther should work by the Son to bring the many sons to Glory, that the
Son should bring them there by being the Captain in their midst, repre-
senting Him among men, being clothed with His power, effecting His Di-
vine purpose for them. God will bring no sons to Glory except through
this Captain! None may ever hope to enter Glory except by Christ Jesus!
He Himself has said, “I am the way.” And He is the only way. Therefore,
woe be to those who refuse to come to God by Him! God will bring all His
sons to Glory, but it must be by the Captain whom He has ordained. Let
us think for a little while what a captain is and what a captain has to do,
for that will help us to understand the office and work of the Captain of
our salvation.

First, then, the Lord Jesus Christ has come to conduct us to Glory by
making all arrangements for the march. There is a great deal of responsi-
bility connected with the leader of an army, not only in deciding as to
where his troops shall encamp for the night, but where they shall march
on the morrow, and in what direction they will be likely to be needed
many days ahead. The commissariat of an army requires great thought-
fulness and care on the part of the leader and our Captain, the Lord Je-
sus Christ, has made all necessary arrangements for His people between
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here and Heaven! I am quite sure that we shall never come to a halting
place between here and Glory, of which we shall be able to say that no
provision has been made for us there. Providence, or seeing beforehand,
is always at work on behalf of the Lord’s people. God is always looking
ahead and Christ makes every arrangement for the salvation of all His
people, even down to the minutest details. He is a most blessed Captain.

A captain’s work, after he has arranged for the march, is, next, to give
the word of command. “Go,” he says, or, “Stay.” “Do this,” or, “Be still.”
The soldier’s one business is to obey his orders. He has not any right to
choose what he will do. His marching orders are to be his law. Now, the
Lord Jesus Christ will lead many sons to the Glory of His Father by giv-
ing those gracious commands which always bring a blessing with them
whenever they are obeyed.

Captains, however, do more than command, for, if they are wise, they
lead the way. 1 have heard that a Turkish officer says to his men, “Go
along,” and stays behind and watches the soldiers. But when a British
officer cries, “Come on!” he leads the way! That is what our Lord has
done. In the sternest fight, He is always conspicuous, and there is no
weary march that He bids us tramp in which He does not foot it at our
side. You shall never climb so high that you will not find the footprint of
the Crucified there, nor shall you be called to descend even into the
depths of the sea but you shall find that He has been there, too, for He
leads us always as the Captain of our salvation!

It is a captain’s business, also, to encourage his men. How often the
presence of a true leader has effected more for the army than all their
own strength could do! When Basing could not be taken by the Parlia-
mentary troops in Cromwell’s day, “Old Noll” went down and he took
Basing, directly, as he did every other place that he determined to cap-
ture! And infinitely more glorious is the Captain of our salvation, whose
Presence secures victory to the most discouraged band if they do but see
Him, and say, “It is He!” The next word is, “Be not afraid,” for where He
comes, devils fly. The earth shakes at the Presence of the Christ of God!
It is the captain’s business to encourage his men, and that our great
Captain does continually!

Sometimes it is the captain’s delight to reward his followers. A wise
leader gives words of praise when they are deserved and, on special occa-
sions, he distributes more substantial things. As for our blessed Lord,
His gracious commendation, “Well done, good and faithful servant,”
would more than repay us for the toils of a lifetime—even if our lifetime
were longer than Methuselah’s! Let us, then, be faithful and true as we
have such a Captain as our Lord Jesus Christ who can do for us all that
captains should do for their soldiers, and a great deal more.

Now, seeing that it is the will of the Lord to lead us to Glory by the
Captain of our salvation, I want you to be worthy of your Leader. Do you
not think that, sometimes, we act as if we had no Captain? We fancy that
we have to fight our way to Heaven by the might of our own right hand
and by our own skill, but it is not so. If you start before your Captain
gives you the order to march, you will have to come back. And if you try
to fight without your Captain, you will rue the day. “Oh,” says one, “but I
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have been thinking today what I shall do if such-and-such happens.” My
dear Brother, it would be a great deal better for you to remember that
“the Lord lives,” and to leave the thinking and arranging in His hands.
There are a great many ifs in the world that are like a swarm of wasps—if
you let those ifs out, they will sting you from head to foot! But there is
one glorious if that will kill them all! It is this—if the Lord Jesus Christ
could fail—if He could desert us, then all would be lost! That kills all the
other ifs, because it is an impossible if. He cannot fail us or leave us! He
must live, He must conquer and while that is the case, the other ifs do
not mean anything to us. Therefore, cast yourselves on your Captain’s
care. March onward though you cannot see your way! Fly at the enemy
though they seem to outnumber you by ten to one, for greater is He that
is for you than all that can be against you! Be not afraid of anything, for
your Captain is equal to all emergencies.

When the Lord our God chose Him as our Leader and Commander, He
laid help upon One that was mighty. He did not take some poor weak
mortal to be the captain of such a company as we are! He did not even
select an angel for this great task. He exalted One chosen out of the peo-
ple who was most suitable for the position—and God’s wisdom would be
dishonored if Christ were found incapable of bringing the many sons to
Glory! But He is blessedly capable of all that is required of Him—and the
ancient prophecies concerning Him shall be completely fulfilled! “He shall
not fail nor be discouraged.” “and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper
in His hands.”

III. Thus far, then, we have seen that the Great Father will bring His
many sons to Glory by a Captain. But the meat of the text lies in the part
we have now to consider, and that is, THE BECOMING WORK OF THE
FATHER UPON OUR CAPTAIN. “It became Him, in bringing many sons to
Glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.”

God always acts becomingly and, therefore, it was right that Christ
should suffer. I have sometimes heard discussions as to whether the Lord
might not have saved sinners without a Mediator, or, if through a Media-
tor, whether we might not have been saved by some other method with-
out the death of Christ. I do not think it is right for us to form any kind
of judgment upon that matter, but to say, as our risen Lord said to His
disciples, “It behooved Christ to suffer.” It was becoming that Christ
should die. “It pleased the Lord to bruise Him.” It was a seemly and
proper thing, in the sight of Him, “for whom are all things, and by whom
are all things,” that we should be saved by a Mediator, and that the cho-
sen Mediator should not have us apart from His own terrible sufferings.

It was becoming that our Captain should be made perfect, complete,
fully equipped for saving us by suffering. The agony could not be left out.

he cup must not pass from Him without His drinking its awful contents.
It was becoming that Christ should be poor—so He had not where to lay
His head. It was becoming that He should be hungry—so He fasted for 40
days. It was becoming that He should sweat great drops of blood. It was
a becoming thing in the sight of God that there should be suffering on
the part of His chosen Captain. It was becoming that He should be spit
upon—that He should be mocked—that He should be scourged—that He
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should be nailed to a tree—that He should be parched with fever and, in
awful depression of spirit, should cry, “My God, My God, why have You
forsaken Me?” It was becoming that all this should happen and, there-
fore, it did happen. Let that be a sufficient answer to us whenever we are
asked any questions about Christ’s suffering—it was becoming in God’s
sight.

And let those who deny the Atonement, and those precious critics who
sneer at every hymn that tells of the agonies of Christ, understand that it
was becoming that He should endure all this and that we are not
ashamed to sing of what God counts becoming. I, for one, mean still to
sing—

8 “His dying crimson, like a robe,

Spreads o’er His body on the tree.”

[ mean, still, to sing—
“Well might the sun in darkness hide,
And shut its glories in,

When God, the mighty Maker, died
For man, the creature’s sin.”

Even though it seems to some as if we knew Christ after the flesh, I
would rather know Him so than not at all. And some seem to wish not to
know Him at all. They want, especially, to get rid of the blood—*the of-
fense of the Cross” has not yet ceased—it is still a cause of stumbling to
a great many! But, oh, I pray you who are offended at the Cross, not to
think that you will ever get to Heaven, for God and you would not agree,
there, for He counts the Cross becoming, and you count it foolishness—
so there is a radical difference of opinion between you two and one
Heaven would not hold you! You must get agreed with God about that
matter, or else, depend upon it, you will never enter the pearly gates! You
must honor the Son even as you honor the Father, and honor the Son in
His blood and wounds and in all His agony and death, or else you shall
not come where the Father takes pleasure in the Well-Beloved.

Further, the text seems to say that it was becoming that Christ should
be made perfect through suffering. There are many points in which Christ
could not save us without suffering. He could not be a perfect Substitute
unless He bore our sin and shame. He could not be a perfect Sympa-
thizer unless He bore our suffering. This, perhaps, is the main point in
which Christ is perfected. He becomes capable of entering into all the
griefs that disturb the many sons whom He is to lead to Glory. In our
Elder Brother, the heir of all things, there is an epitome of all the sorrows
of all the rest of the family. In Christ there is every pang that rends the
heart, every grief that forces tears from the eyes—except such griefs as
are sinful and could not enter into His holy bosom—but everything that
is inevitable to flesh and blood, to hearts that break, spirits that are de-
pressed and everything of that kind, Jesus knows.

Sometimes | have been where none of you have ever been, but I have
never been where I could not find Christ. And some of you, my dear
Brothers and Sisters, have been in heartbreaking trouble that I never
knew. But the Master has been there, if the Pastor has not, and if the
dearest Christian friend has not—and so He has become perfect through
suffering. “I know their sorrows,” He says, “l know their sorrows, not by
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having read or heard about them, but by having suffered them.” Of all
the bitter medicine in the great apothecary’s store, Christ has had a
draught. He knows all about them and this makes Him “perfect through
sufferings.”

Finally, it was becoming on the part of God, “for whom are all things,
and by whom are all things,” that He should perfect His Son as our Cap-
tain through sufferings. But the original Greek gives us a fuller meaning
than this—that God should glorify His Son. It is becoming on God’s part
that He should give to Christ everything that can make Him glorious and
honorable. Seeing that He bowed His head to suffer and to die, it was
right that God should raise Him from the dead, that He should set Him
at His own right hand, that He should crown Him with many crowns,
that He should grant Him to “have dominion from sea to sea, and from
the river to the ends of the earth.” It is becoming that Christ should have
all honor and Glory paid to Him, that men should honor the Son even as
they honor the Father. In prayer, when I need an argument that I know
will prevail with God, I say to Him, “Father, glorify Your Son! You love
Him, look at Him, is He not lovely in Your eyes as the suffering, obedient
Son of Your love? Do You not admire Him beyond all conception? There-
fore, hear my supplication and grant my petition for His sake.”

I like, sometimes, to leave off praying and singing, and to sit still, and
just gaze upward till my inmost soul has seen my Lord. Then I say, “He is
inexpressibly lovely. Yes, He is altogether lovely!” If He is that to my poor
eyes, which are so dull and dim that they cannot half discern His beau-
ties, what must He be in the eyes of God? In the eyes of God He is so
precious that, as my text says, “It became Him, for whom are all things,
and by whom are all things”—it was becoming even in Him, “in bringing
many sons to Glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect
through sufferings”—glorified beyond all imaginable glory and to have
universal homage paid to Him throughout the universe forever and ever!
God sees it to be becoming and, therefore, we delight in it. Amen and
amen!

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
HEBREWS 2:1-185.

Verse 1. Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things
which we have heard, lest at any time we should let them slip. We have
heard them. Do not let us forget them! Let them not be like the driftwood
which goes floating down the stream. Let us make a desperate effort to
retain them in our memories and, above all, to ponder them in our
hearts.

2, 3. For if the word spoken by angels was steadfast, and every trans-
gression and disobedience received a just recompense of reward; how
shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salvation? They could not trifle
with the angels’ message without receiving just punishment from God.
Much less, then, can we trifle with Christ’s Gospel! We have not an an-
gelic savior, but God Himself, in the Person of His Son, has deigned to be
the Mediator of the New Covenant. Therefore, let us see to it that we do
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not trifle with these things. You see, dear Friends, that we need not be
great open sinners in order to perish—it is merely a matter of neglect. See
how it is put here. “How shall we escape, if we neglect so great a salva-
tion?” You need not go to the trouble of despising it, or resisting it, or op-
posing it. You can be lost readily enough simply by neglecting it. In fact,
the great mass of those who perish are those who neglect the great salva-
tion!

3. Which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord and was confirmed
unto me by them that heard Him. The Apostles and the other followers of
our Lord constantly bore witness to His miracles and His Resurrection.

4. God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and
with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will
Those who doubt the Truth of the Gospel, or who say they do, are often
found believing historical statements that are not half as well proved. A
man sits down and reads a book of the Gallic wars and he believes that
Julius Caesar wrote it—yet there is not a half or a tenth as much evi-
dence to prove that he did write it as there is to prove that our Lord Je-
sus lived, died and rose again from the dead! The witness to the truth of
these great matters of fact has been borne by God, Himself, with signs,
wonders and miracles. Honest and true men, Apostles and others, have
witnessed them—and they have also been certified by Incarnate Deity,
even by the Lord who deigns to speak to us by His Spirit. We cannot,
therefore, trifle with this Gospel without incurring most serious guilt!

5. For to the angels He has not put in subjection the world to come, of
which we speak. We are the preachers of it—not the angels! And the
great Author and Finisher of our faith is the Man, Christ Jesus—not an
angel. We have not, now, the ministry of angels, but the ministry of men,
by whom the Lord of the angels sends His messages to their fellows.

6-8. But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that You
are mindful of him? Or the son of man, that You visit him? You made him a
little lower than the angles; You crowned him with glory and honor, and
did set Him over the works of Your hands: You have put all things in sub-
jection under his feet. This was the original status of man. God made him
to be His vicegerent on earth and he would still hold that position were it
not that since he has rebelled against his own Sovereign, even the beasts
of the field take liberty to be rebellious against him. Man is not now in
his original estate and, therefore, he no longer rules. And we see many
men who are very far from being royal beings, for they are mean and
groveling. Yet the glory of man is not all lost, as we shall see.

8, 9. For in that He put all in subjection under him, He left nothing that
is not put under him. But now we see not yet all thmgs put under him. But
we see Jesus. Here is the representative Man who is supreme over all.
“We see Jesus.”

9. Who was made a little lower than the angels for suffering of death,
crowned with glory and honor; that He, by the Grace of God, should taste
death for every man. Oh, how glorious it is to realize our position in
Christ and to see how He has lifted us up, not merely to the place from
which the first Adam fell, but He has made us stand so securely there
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that we shall not again descend around the ruins of the Fall! Glory be to
His holy name!

10, 11. For it became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are
all things, in bringing many sons to Glory, to make the Captain of their
salvation perfect through sufferings. For both He that sanctifies and they
who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause He is not ashamed to
call them brethren. The Christ and the Christian are one—the Man,
Christ Jesus, and the men whom He redefined are one! He has so be-
come partaker of our nature that now we are one family and He is not
ashamed to call us brothers and sisters. Am [ addressing any who are
ashamed of Christ, or who are ashamed of God’s poor people, and who
would not like to be known to be members of a poor Church? Ah, how
you ought to be ashamed of yourselves for having any such pride in your
hearts, for Christ is not ashamed to call His people brethren! Oh, what
wondrous condescension! He has done this many times in the Psalms
where He speaks of His brethren.

12. Saying, I will declare Your name to My brethren, in the midst of the
church will I sing praise to You. That is a quotation from the 22rd Psalm.

13. And again, I will put My trust in Him. Thus entering into the very
faith of His people!

13, 14. And again, Behold I and the children which God has given Me.
Inasmuch, then, as the children are partakers of flesh and blood. As you
know to your cost, for perhaps you have aches and pains about you at
this very moment. Verily, you are “partakers of flesh and blood.” Perhaps
you are suffering from despondency and depression of spirit. If so, that
reminds you that however much you may, in spirit, sometimes soar to
Heaven, yet you are still “partakers of flesh and blood.”

14, 15. He also, Himself, likewise took part of the same; that through
death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil;
and deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject
to bondage. He so took upon Himself flesh and blood as to die in our na-
ture, that thus He might slay death, and might set us free from all fear of
death. Do you not see that if the representative Man, Christ Jesus, died,
He also rose again, and also that so will all who are in Him rise, too? If
you are in Him, You shall rise again! Therefore, fear not to lie down in
your last sleep, for the trumpet shall awaken you and your bodies shall
be molded afresh like to His glorious body and your soul and body to-
gether shall dwell in infinite bliss forever! “Therefore comfort one another
with these words.”

HYMNS FROM “OUR OWN HYMN BOOK”—289, 336, 294.

—Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON TO BRING MANY
TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.
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CHRIST—PERFECT

THROUGH SUFFERINGS
NO. 478

A SERMON DELIVERED ON SUNDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 2, 1862,
BY REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“For it became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are
all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the
Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.”
Hebrews 2:10.

BELIEVING that God foreknows all things, we cannot but come to the
conclusion that He foreknew the Fall and that it was but an incident in
the great method by which He would glorify Himself. Foreknowing the Fall
and foreordaining and predestinating the plan by which He would rescue
His chosen out of the ruins thereof, He was pleased to make that plan a
manifestation of all His attributes and, to a very great extent, a declara-
tion of His wisdom.

You do not find in the method of salvation a single tinge of folly. The
Greeks may call it folly, but they are fools, themselves. The Gospel is the
highest refinement of wisdom, yes, of Divine wisdom and we cannot help
perceiving that not only in its main features, but in its little points, in the
details and the minutiae, the wisdom of God is most clearly to be seen.
Just as in the making of the tabernacle in the wilderness, not a single
loop or clasp was left to human chance or judgment, so in the great
scheme of salvation, not a single fragment was left to the human will or to
the folly of the flesh.

It appears to be a Law of the Divine action that everything must be ac-
cording to the fitness and necessity involved in perfect wisdom—“It be-
hooved that Christ should suffer.” And in our text we find, “It became Him
from whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many
sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.” It seemed to be but the order of natural fitness and congruity,
in accordance with the Nature and Character of God, that the plan of sal-
vation should be just what it is.

Oh, how careful should we be who have to preach it, never to alter it in
the slightest degree! How important it is that we should lift our prayers to
Heaven that God would give us a clear understanding! First, of what we
have to teach. And then a clear method of teaching what we have learned,
so that no mistake may be made here. For one mistake here would mar
that express image of God which shines in the Gospel, and prevent our
hearers from seeing the beautiful fitness and proportion which are so
adapted to reveal the perfect Character of God.

We say the plan must be what it is. It could not be otherwise so as to be
in keeping with the Divine Character. And, therefore, it is imperative upon
us that we make no alteration in it, no, not of a single word, lest we
should hear the Apostle’s anathema hissing through the air like a thun-
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derbolt from God—“If we or an angel from Heaven preach any other Gos-
pel than that you have received, let him be accursed!”

Our text invites us to the consideration of three particulars—first, that
Christ is a perfect Savior. Secondly, that He became so through sufferings.
And thirdly, that His being made perfect through sufferings will ennoble
and dignify the whole work of Divine Grace. “It became Him”—it seemed
fitting—that in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain of
their salvation perfect through sufferings.”

I. To begin, then, first of all with the joyous thought, so well known to
you all but so necessary still to be repeated, that THE LORD JESUS IS A
PERFECT SAVIOR.

1. For, first, He is perfectly adapted for the work of saving. The singular
constitution of His Nature adapts Him to His office. He is God. It was nec-
essary that He should be so. Who but God could sustain the enormous
weight of human guilt? What but Divinity was equal to bear the awful load
of wrath which was to be carried upon His shoulders? What knowledge
but Omniscience could understand all the evil, and what power but Om-
nipotence could undo that evil? That Christ is God must ever be a theme
for grateful admiration to His people.

They who reject the Divinity of Christ can have but a poor foundation to
rest upon. The fickle sand would seem to be more stable than the basis of
their hope. It is enough for one man to work out his own obedience—more
than enough for one man to bear wrath for himself. How, then, could he
do it for others, and for those countless multitudes whose ruin was to be
retrieved? But, Beloved, we know that had He only been God, yet still He
would not have been fitted for a perfect Savior, unless He had become
Man.

Man had sinned. Man must suffer. It was man in whom God’s purposes
had been for a while defeated. It must be in man that God must triumph
over His great enemy. He must take upon Himself the seed of Abraham,
that He may stand in their stead and place, and become their federal
Head. An angel, we believe, could not have suffered on the tree. It would
not have been possible for an angelic nature to have borne those agonies
which the wrath of God demanded as an expiation for guilt.

But when we see the Lord Jesus before us, being verily the Son of Man,
and as certainly, the Son of God, we perceive that now Job’s desire is
granted. We have a Daysman that can lay His hands on both, and touch
humanity in its weakness, and Divinity in its strength. He can make a
ladder between earth and Heaven, can bridge the distance which sepa-
rates fallen manhood from the perfection of the eternal God. No Nature
but one so complex as that of Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, would
have been perfectly adapted for the work of salvation.

And as He was adapted in His Nature, so, Beloved, it is very clear to us
that He was also adapted by His experience. A physician should have
some acquaintance with disease—how shall he know the remedy if he is
ignorant of the malady? Our Savior knew all because, “He took our infir-
mities, and He bore our sicknesses. He was tempted in all points, like as
we are.” He looked not at sin from the distance of Heaven, but He walked,
and lived in the midst of it. He did not pass hurriedly through the world
as one might hastily walk through an hospital without clearly under-
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standing the disease—He lived His more than thirty years in the very cen-
ter of it, seeing sin in all its shapes.

Yes, seeing it in shapes that you and I have not yet seen. He saw it in
demoniac forms, for Hell was let loose for a season, that the combat might
be the more terrible, and the victory the more glorious. He saw sin carried
to its most aggravated extent, when it crucified God, Himself, and nailed
Jesus, the Heir of Heaven, to the accursed tree. He understood the dis-
ease. He was no charlatan. He had studied the whole case through. De-
ceitful as the human heart is, Jesus knew it. Fickle as it is in its various
appearances—versatile as it is in its constantly varying shapes—Christ
knew and understood it all. His life-long walking of the hospital of human
nature had taught Him the disease.

He knew the subjects, too, upon whom to operate. He knew man, and
what was in man. Yes, better than the most skilled surgeon can know by
experiment, He knew by experience. He Himself took our infirmities and
bore our sorrows. He was, Himself, the Patient, Himself the Medicine. He
took upon Himself the nature of the race He came to save, and so every
feeling made Him perfect in His work. Every pang instructed Him. Every
throb of anguish made Him wise, and rendered Him the more accom-
plished to work out the purposes of God in the bringing of the many sons
unto glory.

If you will add to His perfect experience His marvelous Character, you
will see how completely adapted He was to the work. For a Savior, we need
One who is full of love, whose love will make Him firm to His purpose,
whose love will constrain Him to yoke every power and talent that He has
to the great work. We want One with zeal so flaming that it will eat Him
up. Of courage so indomitable that He will face every adversary rather
than forego His end. We want One, at the same time, who will blend with
this brass of courage, the gold of meekness, and of gentleness.

We want One who will be determined to deal fearlessly with His adver-
saries, who will put on zeal as a cloak, and will deal tenderly and compas-
sionately with the disease of sin-sick men. Such an One we have in
Christ. No man can read the Character of Christ with any sort of under-
standing without saying, “That is the Man I want as my Friend.” The ar-
gument which Christ used was a very powerful one—“Take My yoke upon
you and learn of Me.” Why? “For I am meek and lowly in heart.”

The Character of Christ qualifies Him to be the world’s Savior, and
there is something in His Character, when properly understood, which is
so attractive, that we may well say—

“His worth if all the nations knew,
Surely the whole world would love Him, too.”

If we had to make a Savior ourselves and it were left to a Parliament of the
wisest senators of the race to form an ideal personage who should just
meet man’s case, if the Divine One had lent us His own wisdom for the
occasion, we could only have desired just such a Person as Christ is.

In Character, we should have needed just such traits of Nature and of
Spirit as we see in Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God. We think, therefore,
we may safely say to every unconverted man, Christ is adapted to be a
Savior to you. We know that the saints, without our saying it, will re-
spond, “Yes, and He is just fitted to be a Savior to us.” Man, yet God! Bone
of our bone, and yet counting it not robbery to be equal with God! Sufferer
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like ourselves, bearer of all the ills of manhood, and yet, unlike us, free
from sin, holy, harmless, undefiled—qualified in all respects to undertake
and accomplish the great work! Jesus, You are a perfect Savior to us!

2. Furthermore, as Christ is thus perfectly adapted, so He is perfectly
able to be a Savior. He is a perfect Savior by reason of ability. He is now
able to meet all the needs of sinners. That need is very great. The sinner
needs everything. The beggar at the door of Christ asks not for crumbs or
grain, but needs all that Christ can give. Nothing short of all-sufficiency
can ever meet the wants of a poor son of Adam fallen by sin. Christ Jesus
has all fullness dwelling in Himself. “More than all in Christ we find"—
pardon in His blood. Justification in His righteousness. Wisdom in His
teaching. Sanctification in His Spirit.

He is the God of all Grace to us. Deep as our miseries, and boundless
as our sins may be, the mines of His unfathomable love, His Grace, and
His power exceed them still. Send a spirit throughout all nations to hunt
up the most abject of all races—discover, at last, a tribe of men degener-
ated as low as the beasts. Select out of these the vilest, one who has been
a cannibal. Bring before us one lost to all sense of morality, one who has
put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter, light for darkness, and darkness
for light. Let that man be red with murder, let him be black with lust.

Let villainies infest his heart as innumerable and detestable as the
frogs of Egypt’s plague—yet Christ is able to meet that man’s case. It is
impossible for us to produce an exaggeration of the work of sin, and the
devil, which Christ shall not be able to overtop by the plenitude of His
power. “He is able to save unto the uttermost them that come unto God by
Him.” That Divine Word which made Heaven and earth is able to make a
new creature in Christ Jesus. And that power which never can be ex-
hausted, which after making ten thousand times ten thousand worlds
could make as many more, is all in Christ—and is linked with the virtue
of His merit and the prevalence of His blood. And therefore He has all
power in Heaven and in earth to save souls.

As He has this power to meet all needs, so He can meet all needs in all
cases. There has never been brought to Christ a man whom He could not
heal. If born blind, a touch of His finger has given sight. If lame, He has
made men leap like a hart! Yes, and though dead, the voice of Christ has
made Lazarus come forth from his tomb. Some troubled consciences think
their case is not in the list of possible cures. Let us assure them it must
be. I would like to know who is the vilest sinner, for if I knew him I should
feel delighted to behold him, since I should see a platform upon which my
Lord’s Grace might stand to be the more gloriously resplendent in the eyes
of men.

Are you the vilest of the vile this morning? Do you feel so? Does Satan
say you are so? Then I pray you do my Master the honor to believe that He
is still able to meet your case, and that He can save even you. Though you
yourselves are the ends of the earth, the very raveling of the garment of
manhood, yet “look unto Him and be you saved, all you ends of the earth,
for He is God and besides Him there is none else.” As He can meet all
cases, so He can meet all cases at all times. One lie of Hell is to tell sin-
ners that it is too late. While the lamp holds out to burn, the vilest sinner
that returns shall find mercy in Christ.
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At the eleventh hour He saved the thief. Let not this be a reason for
your procrastination—that were ungrateful. Let it, however, be a cause for
hope—that were reasonable. He is able to save you NOW. Now, at this
hour, at this very moment, if you trust Him, you are saved. If now, with-
out an hour’s delay to retire to your chamber, without even five minutes’
time elapsing in which to prepare your soul for Him—if NOW you can be-
lieve that Christ can save you, He will do it, do it at this moment! His
cures are instantaneous! A word and it is done. Swift as the lightning’s
flash is the accomplishment of His purpose of free Grace.

As the lightning flashes from the west even to the east, so shall the
coming of the Son of Man be at His last great advent. And so is it in His
marvelous advent into the hearts of sinners whom He ordains to save.
Able to meet all cases, able to meet them at this very hour is Christ. Sin-
ner, Christ is perfectly able to save you, and to save you perfectly. I know
the will and wit of man want to be doing something to begin salvation. Oh,
how wicked is this! Christ is Alpha, why would you take His place and be
an Alpha to yourselves?

I have had this week two cases in which I have had to hold a solemn
argument with troubled souls about this matter. Oh, the “ifs” and “buts”
they put up! The “perhaps,” and “and,” and, “Oh, I don’t feel this,” and “I
don’t feel that!” Oh, that wicked questioning of Christ! While talking with
them, endeavoring to comfort them, and I hope not unsuccessfully, I was
led to feel in my own mind what an awful crime it is to doubt God, to
doubt Him that speaks from above, to doubt Him when He hangs bleeding
on the tree.

While it seemed to me to be such a hard thing to bring a sinner to trust
Christ, yet it did seem, on the other hand, such a sin of sins, such a mas-
terpiece of iniquity that we do not trust Christ at once. Here is the plan of
salvation—trust Christ and He will save you. But they say, “I do not feel
enough.” Or else, “I have been such a sinner.” Or else, “I cannot feel the
joy I want.” Or else, “I cannot pray as I would.” Then I put it to them. Do
you trust Christ? “Yes,” they will say, “I do trust Christ, and yet am not
saved.” Now, this makes God a liar, for He says, “He that believes in Him
is not condemned, and he that believes on Him has everlasting life.”

When a soul professes to trust Christ and yet says, “I am afraid He will
not save me,” what is this but telling the Eternal God to His face that He
is a liar? Can you suppose a grosser infamy than this? Oh, that men were
wise, that they would take God at His Word. That they would believe that
Christ is a perfect Savior. That they do not need to help Him at the first,
but to understand that He is able to begin with them just where they are!
That He can lift them up from all the hardness of their hearts, and the
blackness of their souls to the very gates of Heaven! He is a perfect Savior,
Soul! And a perfect Savior for you!

You know the old story of the brazen serpent. There may have been
some very wise persons who, when the brazen serpent was lifted up,
would say, “I cannot look there and be healed, for, you see, I do not feel
the venom in my veins as my neighbor does.” The man is bitten and his
veins are swelling, but he says he does not feel the pain so acutely as his
neighbor, and he does not feel the joy of those who are healed, or else he
would look. “If some angel would come,” he says, “and tell me that the
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brazen serpent was set up on purpose for me, and that I am ordained to
be healed by it, then I would look.”

There is a poor ignorant man over there who asks no questions. He
does just as he is told. Moses cries, “Look, look, you dying! Look and live!”
And, asking no questions about what he has felt, or what he was, or what
he should feel, yonder poor soul just looks and the deed is done. The flush
of health runs through him, and he is restored, while the questioner, the
wise man in his own conceit, too wise indeed, to do as he is told, perishes
through his own folly—a victim to the serpents but yet more a victim to
his own conceit.

Christ is a perfect Savior to begin with you, and He will also be a per-
fect Savior to carry on the work. He will never want your help. He is a per-
fect Savior to finish the work. He will bring you, at last to His right hand,
and enthroned with Him in light, you shall bless and praise the name of
God that He provided a perfect Savior for men.

3. Once more, let me remind you that Christ is a perfectly successful
Savior. I mean by this that, in one sense, He has already finished the work
of salvation. All that has to be done to save a soul, Christ has done al-
ready. There is no more ransom to be paid. To the last drachma He has
counted down the price. There is no more righteousness to be worked out.
To the last stitch He has finished the garment. There is nothing to be done
to reconcile God to sinners. He has reconciled us unto God by His blood.
There is nothing wanted to clear the way to the Mercy Seat.

We have a new and living way through the veil that was rent, even the
Body of Christ. There is no need of any preparation for our reception on
the part of God. “It is finished,” was the voice from Calvary. It meant what
it said, “It is finished.” Christ has finished transgression, made an end of
sin, and brought in everlasting righteousness. And, as He has been suc-
cessful in doing all the work for us, so, in every case where that work has
been applied, perfect success has followed

Produce a single case where an application has been made to Christ
without success. Find a single soul in whom Christ has commenced His
work, and then left it. You do hear of some who fall from Divine Grace—
produce them. We are told of some who are children of God today, and
children of the devil tomorrow—produce them. We are told that whom
once He loves, He may leave—produce those whom He has ever left. Let
them be seen. Hold them up to the gaze of men and devils—the patients in
whom Christ’s medicine did work awhile but failed to produce a lasting
cure.

Heaven were clothed in sackcloth if such a discovery were made, for if
He has failed to keep on earth, why not in Heaven? Hell were echoing with
infernal laughter if one such instance were found, for where were the
honor of God’s Word and promise? We challenge you, you princes of
darkness, and you who make the vast assembly of the damned in Hell, we
challenge you to produce in all your ranks a single case of one who
trusted in Christ that He would deliver him, and yet Christ cast him away.
Or one in whom the new spirit was infused, and regeneration worked, and
who, after all, fell and perished like the rest.

Lift up your eyes to Heaven. Innumerable as the stars are the spirits
redeemed by Christ’s blood! So many as they are, they are all witnesses to
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the fact that Christ is a perfect Savior. That He is no professor who does
not perform, for He has carried them all there, and as we gaze upon them,
all can say, “You have redeemed them unto God by Your blood.” You can
save and perfectly save, O Lord Jesus Christ!

Now, I have thus dwelt upon the perfect adaptation, the perfect ability,
and the perfect success of Christ. Our text tells us that it became Him, for
whom are all things, that He should give us such a Savior. “For whom are
all things,” says the Apostle. That is, all things are made for His glory.
Now, it could not have been for God’s glory to give us an imperfect Sav-
ior—to send us One who would mock us with hopes which could not be
fulfilled! It would have been a tantalizing of human hope, which I do not
hesitate to pronounce an awful cruelty, if any but a complete and perfect
Savior had been presented to us.

If it had been partly works and partly Grace, there had been no Grace
in it. If it had been necessary for us to do something to make Christ’s
Atonement efficacious, it would have been no Atonement for us. We must
have gone down to the pit of Hell with this as an aggravation, that a God
who professed to be a God of mercy, had offered us a religion of which we
could not avail ourselves—a hope which did but delude us—and make our
darkness the blacker. I want to know what some of my Brethren in the
ministry, who preach such very high doctrine, do with their God’s Charac-
ter.

They are told to preach the Gospel to every creature, but they very
wisely do not do it, because they feel that the Gospel they preach is not a
Gospel suitable to every creature. So they neglect their Master’s mandate
and single out a few. I bless my Master that I have an available Gospel,
one that is available to you this morning, for “whoever believes in Him
shall not perish but have everlasting life.” And I hold that it were inconsis-
tent with the Character of Him, “for whom are all things,” and that it were
derogatory to His honor if He should have sent to you a salvation that
would not meet your case—if He should have sent me to preach a Gospel
to you which could not completely save. But, glory be to God, the salva-
tion which is here preached, the salvation taught in this Book, brings all
to you, and asks nothing from you.

Moreover, Paul calls our God—“Him by whom are all things.” It would
be inconsistent with the Character of Him by whom are all things if He
had sent a part-Savior—for us to do part ourselves, and for Christ to do
the rest. Look at the sun. God wills for the sun to light the earth—does He
ask the earth’s darkness to contribute to the light? Does He question
night, and ask it whether it has not in its somber shades something which
it may contribute to the brightness of noon? No, my Brethren! Up rises the
sun in the morning, like a giant to run his race, and the earth is made
bright. And shall God turn to the dark sinner and ask him whether there
is anything in him that may contribute to eternal light?

No! Up rises the face of Jesus, like the Sun of Righteousness, with heal-
ing beneath His wings. And darkness is, at His coming, light. See, too, the
showers. When the earth is thirsty and cracking, does the Lord say unto
the clouds, “Wait until the earth can help you and can minister unto its
own fertility”? No, verily, but the wind blows and the clouds cover the sky
and upon the thirsty earth the refreshing showers come down. So is it
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with Christ—waiting not for man—asking nothing from us, He gives us of
His own rich Grace, and is a complete and perfect Savior. Thus much,
then, upon our first head. I would we had more time for our second. But
we will pass to it at once.

II. CHRIST WAS MADE A PERFECT SAVIOR THROUGH SUFFERINGS.
He was not made perfect in Character by His sufferings, for He always was
perfect—perfect God, perfect Man. But He was made officially perfect, per-
fect as the Captain of our salvation through His sufferings, and that in
four ways.

By His sufferings He became perfect as a Savior from having offered a
complete expiation for sin. Sin could not have been put away by holiness.
The best performance of an unsuffering being could not have removed the
guilt of man. Suffering was absolutely necessary, for suffering was the
penalty of sin. “In the day you eat thereof,” said God to Adam, “you shall
surely die.” Die then He must. Nothing short of death could meet the case.
Christ must go to the Cross. He must suffer there—yes, and He must bow
His head and give up the ghost—or else no atonement for sin had been
possible.

The curse came upon us as the result of sin. “Cursed is everyone that
continues not in all things written in the Book of the Law to do them.”
Now had Christ been ever so perfect, yet had He never suffered, He never
could have taken our curse. “Cursed is everyone that hangs on the tree,”
but without the tree, without the Cross, Christ had not been our Substi-
tute. And all He did could have been of no use to us. Being crucified, He
became accursed. Being crucified, He died, and thus He could make per-
fect expiation for sin. Sin demanded punishment—punishment must con-
sist of loss and of pain.

Christ lost everything, even to the stripping of His garments. His Glory
was taken from Him. They made nothing of Him. They spat in His face.
They bowed the knee and mocked Him with bitter irony. There must be
pain, too, and He endured it. In His body there were the wounds, and the
fever which the wounds produced. And in His soul there was an exceeding
heaviness even unto death, and an agony which no tongue can tell, for we
have no words in which to speak of it. We believe that this agony was
commensurate with the agonies of the lost in Hell.

Not the same agony, but an equivalent for it. And remember, not the
equivalent for the agony of one, but an equivalent for the hells of all that
innumerable host whose sins He bore—condensed into one black draught
to be drained in a few hours. The miseries of an eternity without end, mis-
eries caused by a God infinitely angry because of an awful rebellion—and
these miseries multiplied by the millions for whom the Man Christ Jesus
stood as Covenant Head. What a draught was that, men and Brethren!
Well might it stagger even Him!

And yet He drained that cup, drained it to its utmost dregs. Not a drop
was left. For you, my Soul, no flames of Hell—for Christ the Paschal Lamb
has been roasted in that fire. For you, my Soul, no torments of the
damned, for Christ has been condemned in your place. For you, my Spirit,
no desertion of your God—for He was forsaken of God for you. It is done,
it is finished, and by Your sufferings, Jesus, You have become perfect as
the expiation of Your people’s sins. My Brethren, remember that your sins
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are perfectly expiated. Do not let them trouble you as to punishment. The
punishment has gone. Sins cannot lie in two places at one time. They
were put on Christ and they cannot be on you.

In fact, your sins are not to be found. The Scapegoat has gone, and
your sins will never be found again. Your sins, if they were searched for,
could not be discovered. Not by the piercing eye of God can a single blem-
ish be found in you. So far as the punishment of the Law is concerned, it
is finished, and Christ is a perfect Savior. Again, if Christ had not suf-
fered, He could not have been perfect as a Savior, because He could not
have brought in a perfect righteousness. It is not enough to expiate sin.
God requires of man perfect obedience. If man would be in Heaven, He
must be perfectly obedient.

Christ, as He took away our guilt, has supplied us with a matchless
righteousness. His works are our works. His doings are, by imputation,
our doings. But a part of obedience is a patient endurance of God’s will.
Patience is no mean part of the full obedience of a sincere soul. Christ
must, therefore, suffer hunger, and cold, and nakedness, throughout
life—that He may be capable of the virtue of patience. An obedience even
unto death is now the only perfect form of obedience. The man who would
keep the Law of God perfectly must not start back even at martyrdom.
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your strength,” would now require death to consummate it.

It was not possible for the Master to have made the robe, woven from
the top throughout without seam, unless the scarlet thread of crucifixion
had run along its edge. But now, my Soul, Christ is your perfect Savior,
for He presents you with a perfect righteousness. There is nothing more to
do. Neither my living, nor my dying can make my righteousness more
complete. No doing, no laboring, no denying, no suffering are needed to
finish that which Christ began. “It is finished.” Put on your robe, O Chris-
tian! Walk ever in it. Let it be your wedding dress. Angels admire you! God
Himself accepts you! Coming into His wedding feast, He sees you with this
garment on, and He asks you not how you come here, but bids you sit
down and feast forever, for you are such as even He can keep company
with in His glory.

Yet, thirdly, it was necessary that Christ should suffer to make Him a
perfect Savior so far as His sympathy goes. After sin is washed away and
righteousness imputed, we yet want a Friend, for we are in a land of trou-
bles and of sorrows. Now, if Christ had not suffered, He could not have
been a faithful High Priest, made like unto His Brethren. We should never
have had that sweet text—“He was tempted in all points, like as we are,
yet without sin,” if He had not suffered. But now He knows all shapes of
suffering. It is not possible that even out of the thousands now in this
house there should be one heart whose case Christ cannot meet—

“In every pang that rends the heart
The Man of Sorrows had a part.”

Disease, sickness of body, poverty, need, friendlessness, hopelessness,
desertion—He knows all these. You cannot cast human suffering into any
shape that is new to Christ. “In all their afflictions He was afflicted.” If you
feel a thorn in your foot, remember that it once pierced His head. If you
have a trouble or a difficulty, you may see there the mark of His hands,
for He has climbed that way before. The whole path of sorrow has His
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blood-bedabbled footsteps all along, for the Man of Sorrows has been
there, and He can now have sympathy with you. “Yes,” I hear one say,
“but my sorrows are the result of sin.”

So were His—not His own—yet the result of sin they were. “Yes,” you
say, “but I am slandered, and I cannot bear it.” They called Him a
drunken man and a wine-bibber. Why, when you once think of the suffer-
ings of Christ, yours are not worth a thought! Like the small dust of a bal-
ance that may be blown away with the breath of an infant, such are our
agonies, and our trials, when compared with His. Drink your little cup—
see what a cup He drained! The little vinegar and gall that fall to your
share, you may gladly receive, for these light afflictions, which are but for
a moment, are not worthy to be compared to the sufferings through which
He passed.

Finally, upon this point. He thus became perfect as our Exemplar. This,
too, was necessary in bringing many sons unto glory, for we come to
Heaven by following the example of Christ, as well as by being washed in
His blood. “Without holiness no man shall see the Lord.” That holiness is
best of all promoted by an investigation of Christ’s Character, and a stu-
dious imitation of all its points. Now had Christ not suffered He could not
have been an Example to us. We should have said, “Yes, yes, He may be
an Example to unsuffering angels, but not to men who have to tread the
hot coals of the furnace.” He could have afforded no example of patience if
He had never suffered.

He could never have taught us to forgive if He had never felt injuries.
He could not have trained us to holy courage if He had never fought a bat-
tle. He could never have shown us the way to make tribulation work ex-
perience, and experience hope, if through tribulation He had not Himself
waded to His Throne. We want not an example taken from princes to be
applied to peasants. We need a poor man to be an example for the poor.
We want a man who lives in private to teach us how to live in retirement.
We want one who fears not the face of crowds to show us how to walk in
our public ways. We want, if we would meet the case of fallen humanity, a
man just like the Savior, who passed through all the various phases of
life, was in all companies, was shot at from all quarters, was tempted in
all points like as we are, and this could not have been if He had been led
in quiet ways along a path of joy.

He must do business on the tempestuous deeps. His ship must rock,
His anchor drag, the thick darkness and the lightning must gather round
Him. They did so, and thus the Captain of our salvation was made perfect
through sufferings, as an Example for our imitation. I would that we might
each of us know Him in the efficacy of His blood, in the glory of His right-
eousness, in the sweetness of His sympathy, and in the perfection of His
example—for then should we know Him to the joy of our hearts forever.

III. And now, our last point—CHRIST’S HAVING BEEN MADE PER-
FECT THROUGH SUFFERINGS WILL ENNOBLE THE WHOLE WORK OF
DIVINE GRACE.

“It became Him for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in
bringing many sons unto glory’—that is the great work—“to make the
Captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.” The whole thing will
work for His glory. Oh, my Brothers and Sisters, how this will glorify God
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at the last—that Christ, the Man, should have been perfect through suf-
ferings! How this will glorify Him in the eyes of devils! Looking upwards
from their beds of fire where they bite their iron bands in vain, how they
will see the wisdom and power of God as more than a match for the wis-
dom and might of their leader!

It was in man that they defeated God. In man God destroys them. They
trampled on man’s heel—man has broken their head. They took away
from man the transient crown of his Eden-glory. Man wears the unfading
crown of immortality. Man, even Man, sits upon the Throne of Godhead,
and that Man, crowned with light, and glory everlasting, was a Man who
did encounter Satan—who met him, too, on fair grounds—not a Man
shielded from pain. Not a Man who had an immunity from internal or ex-
ternal distress. But a Man full of weakness, full of infirmity, like other
men and yet, through God in alliance with His manhood, more than a
conqueror and now reigning forever and ever!

Milton, I think it is, supposes that this may have been the reason for
Satan’s first rebellion—he could not bear that an inferior race should be
lifted up to be set above himself on God’s Throne. Whether this is so or
not, it must certainly be an aggravation to the misery of that proud arch-
traitor, that now man, man, man in whose image God was defeated, is
heir of all things, King of kings and Lord of lords! How greatly will God be
exalted that day in the eyes of lost spirits.

Ah, you that shall perish—God grant there may be none such here!—if
you shall ever perish in Hell, you will have to glorify God as you see
Christ, who was made perfect through sufferings, reigning there. You will
not be able to say, “My damnation lies at God’s door,” for you will see in
Christ a suitable Savior. You will have to look up and say, “Yes, He who
was preached to me on Sundays was God. He could save me. He whom I
was bid to trust in was Man and could sympathize with me, but I would
not come unto Him that I might have life.” In letters of fire you shall see it
written, “You knew your duty, but you did it not.” And even your moans
and groans, as you suffer, shall be but an utterance of this awful Truth of
God—“Great God, You are just, no, You are doubly just. Just, first, in
damning me for sin. Just, next, in trampling me under foot, because I
trampled under foot the blood of the Son of God, and counted His Cove-
nant an unholy thing.”

Your weeping and wailing shall be but the deep bass of the awful praise
which the whole universe, willingly or unwillingly, must give to Him who
has provided a perfect Savior, and made Him perfect through sufferings.
Oh, my Brethren, what delight and transport will seize the minds of those
who are redeemed! How will God be glorified then! Why, every wound of
Christ will cause an everlasting song! As we shall circle His Throne, rejoic-
ing, will not this be the very summit of all our harmony? “You were slain
and have redeemed us unto God by Your blood.”

We must not say what God could do, or could not do, but it does seem
to me that by no process of creation could He have ever made such beings
as we shall be when we are brought to Heaven. For if He had made us per-
fect, then we should have stood through our own holiness. Or if He had
forgiven us without an atonement, then we should never have seen His
justice, nor His amazing love. But in Heaven we shall be creatures who
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feel that we have everything, but deserve nothing. Creatures that have
been the objects of the most wonderful love, and therefore so mightily at-
tached to our Lord that it would be impossible for a thousand Satans ever
to lead us astray.

Again—we shall be such servants as even the angels cannot be, for we
shall feel under deeper obligation to God than even they. They are but
created happy. We shall be redeemed by the blood of God’s dear Son, and
I am sure, Brethren, day without night we shall circle God’s Throne rejoic-
ing, having more happiness than the angels, for they do not know what
evil is, but we shall have known it to the full—and yet shall be perfectly
free from it. They do not know what pain is, but we shall have known
pain, and grief, and death—and yet shall be immortal! They do not know
what it is to fall, but we shall look down to the depths of Hell, and re-
member that these were our portion.

Oh, how we will sing, how we will chant His praise and this, I say
again, shall be the highest note, that we owe all to that Bright One, that
Lamb in the midst of the Throne. We will tell it over, and over, and over
again, and find it an inexhaustible theme for melodious joy and song—
that He became Man, that He sweat great drops of blood, that He died,
that He rose again. While the angels are singing, “Hallelujah, Hallelujah,
Hallelujah, Hallelujah,” we will bid them stop the song a moment, while
we say, “He whom you thus adore was once covered with bloody sweat.”
As we cast our crowns at His feet, we will say, “And He was once despised
and rejected of men.”

Lifting up our eyes and saluting Him as God over all, blessed forever,
we will remember the reed, the sponge, the vinegar, and the nails. And as
we come to Him and have fellowship with Him, He shall lead us beside the
living fountains of water. And we will remember the black brook of Kedron
of which He drank, and the awful depths of the grave into which He de-
scended. Amid all the splendors of Heaven we shall never forget the agony,
and misery, and dishonor of earth. And even when they sing the loudest
sonnets of God’s love, and power, and Grace, we will sing this after all,
and before all, and above all, that Jesus, the Son of God died for us, and
this shall be our everlasting song—“He loved us and gave Himself for us,
and we have washed our robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.”

Adapted from The C.H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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INTENDED FOR READING ON LORD’S DAY, JUNE 23, 1895.
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON LORD’S-DAY EVENING, JUNE 5, 1887.

“For both He that sanctifies and they who are sanctified are
all of one: for which cause He is not ashamed to call them
brethren, saying, I will declare Your name unto My brethren,
in the midst of the Church will I sing praise unto You. And
again, I will put My trust in Him. And again, Behold I
and the children whom God has given Me.”
Hebrews 2:11-13.

AT the commencement of our discourse, it will be most fit and proper
for us to enquire whether we have any interest in the Truths of God men-
tioned in the text. The Apostle here speaks of those who are sanctified
and of the great Sanctifier. Come, my Hearer, do you belong to the sanc-
tified? Have you any part or lot in this matter? What does it concern you
that the Sanctifier and the sanctified are, “all of one,” if you are not one
of them? The more glorious the privileges of the Gospel, the more doleful
is your state if they are not yours! If you have no share in this wondrous
union between Christ and His people, what we have to say will affect you
but little. Indeed, it will not even interest you—and why should it?

What is meant by the expression, “being sanctified”? The essential
part of sanctification means being set apart for holy uses. That which
was meant to be used for God, alone, was sanctified, set apart, regarded
as holy. The vessels of the sanctuary were sanctified when they were
used only by the priests in the service of God. Of course there arose out
of this fact, which is the essence of sanctification, the further quality of
purity, for that which is dedicated to God must be pure, that which is re-
served for His service must not be defiled, it must be clean. We cannot
imagine the Holy God using unholy vessels in His sanctuary—so that
sanctification comes to mean purification—the making of that to be holy
which was, first of all, set apart for holy uses. Holiness of character fol-
lows upon holiness of design. First we are set apart for God’s use and
then, afterwards, we are made pure that we may be fit for God’s use.

Well, then, dear Friends, are you sanctified? I have heard some make
a jest of that word and jeer at certain persons as, “saints.” They might as
well call them kings and princes, and then mock them, for there is noth-
ing mean or despicable in the name, “saint.” It is one of the most glorious
titles that a man can ever wear! “He was a sanctified sort of person,” says
one, meaning, thereby, I suppose, sanctimonious, hypocritical and pre-
tentious. Yes, but that is not the true meaning of the word and I fear lest
the jest at the word, “sanctified,” only proves that there are many who, so
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far from claiming to be sanctified, do not even wish to be! It is the last
thing that they would desire, to be made holy, and set apart for Divine
purposes.

But, Beloved, all those who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ aspire to
be dedicated and consecrated to God! “You are not your own, for you are
bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your
spirit, which are God’s.” You hear a voice which says to you, “Come out
from among them, and be you separate, says the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive you, and will be a Father unto you, and
you shall be My sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” You un-
derstand that the Lord’s children are expected to be a peculiar people,

zealous for good works—
“Only reserved for Christ that died,
Surrendered to the Crucified.”

Are you, then, a member of that blessed society? Do you desire to live to
God? Are you anxious to be so pure in character that God can accept
your service and use you for His work? Well, then, it is for you that the
words of our text are written. May you drink the encouragement out of
them and be, thereby, refreshed!

No man is truly sanctified unless he is sanctified by Christ. The Holy
Spirit is made the Agent of our purification, but it is in Christ that we are,
first of all, set apart unto God, and it is by His most precious blood, ap-
plied to us by the Spirit of God, that we are made clean and pure so as to
be used in the Divine service. Believers are the sanctified and Jesus
Christ is the Sanctifier. I am not going to say more about that glorious
Truth at this time, but I am going to dwell upon the very important
statement made here, “He that sanctifies and they who are sanctified are
all of one.” This is a truly wonderful expression—they are “all of one.”
Note, therefore, first, the remarkable unity of Christ and His people. And
then notice the Lord Jesus Christ’s expressions which prove this wonder-
ful unity.

I. First, then, consider THE REMARKABLE UNITY BETWEEN CHRIST
AND HIS PEOPLE. They are “all of one.”

They are, first, “all of one” in the Divine design in the great mind of
God. It is not Christ, alone. and His people. alone, but Christ and His
Church who are regarded as “all of one.” They are fitted, constituted, de-
signed for each other. They are the complement of each other. In the Di-
vine mind it was not the Christ, the Anointed, as the Head apart from the
whole body adown which the holy anointing oil should flow—it was the
Head with all the members of His mystical body that the great Father
saw. When the Divine Mind—and we have to speak here after the manner
of men, for God is not known to us so that we can speak of Him other-
wise than after the fashion of our poor ideas—when the Divine Mind con-
ceived the plan of man’s redemption, purification and setting apart for
His service, God had this one thought. We make it two, but it was only
one to Him—Christ, the First-Born, and the many brethren as succeed-
ing Him in their heavenly birth—being brothers unto him and being
made like He. The Eternal Father thought not of Christ without the
Church, nor of the Church without Christ!
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When we speak of Christ, now, we are not speaking of Him only as the
second Person of the blessed Trinity, “very God of very God,” but we are
thinking of Him in His complex Character as being both God and Man,
the one Mediator between God and men. Now, the very idea of a Mediator
implies that there shall be men for whom He shall mediate with God. The
very thought of a Savior implies that there shall be persons whom He
shall save. And the idea of men needing to be saved, also, somehow im-
plies Christ, who alone could save them. To the Divine Mind it was so.
God made man in His own image, after His likeness, and His thoughts
were even, then, fixed upon the Christ. And when He new-makes men, it
is with the intention that they shall again be conformed unto His image.
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like He; for
we shall see Him as He is.” In the mind of God it was settled that there
should be a race of beings who should serve Him, of whom His own Son
should be one—very God, but yet, at the same time, truly Man—and He
did not think of His Son in that complex relationship otherwise than as
being the Head of a vast community—the perfect Image to which multi-
tudes of others should be conformed!

I cannot fully bring out the thought that I see in the text, for here we
are in the great deeps. But the more you shall turn this Truth over, the
more you will discover that from of old God ordained Christ and His peo-
ple as parts of one wondrous plan. It was not, as some have tried to rep-
resent it, that Jehovah made a mistake by creating men who fell into sin
and that He then adopted an expedient by which He restored them. No,
the whole scheme of redemption is all part of the great eternal system
and plan matured in the Divine Mind that by redeeming love, manifested
in the Person of His well-beloved Son, the Lord might create unto Himself
a people who should forever be one, akin unto Himself, and like unto the
Well-Beloved. It was to find fit comrades for that mysterious Person
whom He of old ordained—and it was to find for those comrades a fit
Leader and Head—that He constituted Christ the Man, and yet God, to
be the Mediator between God and men. They are one, they are, as our
text says, “all of one,” in the Divine Design. And the Divine Design cannot
be accomplished without the glorification of Christ, nor yet without the
glorification of His people! They are one in the Divine Purpose and if ei-
ther the one or the other could fail, the purpose of God would break
down—but that cannot be!

Then, next, they who are sanctified and the Sanctifier, Himself, are “all
of one” in the Eternal Covenant. When the Lord Jesus Christ became the
Surety of the Covenant, the Head and Representative of His people, He
struck hands with His great Father in a solemn league and Covenant and
He did that, not for Himself, alone, but for us, also. That Covenant was
made for us in Christ with Christ, as He is one with us, and now, today,
Beloved, the provisions of the Covenant are as much for me as for Christ,
and as much for Christ as for the very least of His people! They are re-
garded in the wondrous Covenant as being indissolubly one. That first
Covenant with Adam was not with Adam, alone, but with all the innu-

Volume 41 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 3



4 “All of One” Sermon #2418

merable hosts of men that were to be descended from Him. And, there-
fore, in Adam, when he transgressed, all fell and died. And that second
Covenant, made with the second Adam, is not made with Him, alone, but
with all the countless hosts of God’s elect who were represented in Him
and towards whom God entered into a league of solemn amity and of ev-
erlasting love with His only-begotten Son. Thus, they are “all of one” in
the Divine Design and in the Covenant of Grace.

But there is something better than this, if there can be anything bet-
ter, for they are “all of one” as to nature. Do not let us ever permit our
hearts to lose the sweetness of the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ is
really and truly one with us as to nature! In Him dwells all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily and yet, notwithstanding that, He is Man of the sub-
stance of His mother. “Forasmuch, then, as the children are partakers of
flesh and blood, He also, Himself, likewise took part of the same.” It is
easy to say, but it is hard to realize that Jesus Christ is as truly Man as
any of us can be. I mean, now that He sits exalted at the right hand of
God, He is as truly Man as when He sat on the well and said to the Sa-
maritan woman, “Give Me to drink.” Do not let us exalt Him into only a
God-man, for if we do, we shall degrade Him into a man-God! He is nei-
ther the one nor the other. He is God—diminish not His splendor! He is
Man—Man such as we are—forget not His tenderness! In this very chap-
ter, when we read that God has set man over the works of His hands and
has put all things in subjection under His feet, does not Paul say, “Now
we see not yet all things put under Him”? And then He adds, “But we see
Jesus,” that is to say, Jesus Christ is Lord—He is set on high, Head over
all things. Well, then, says the Apostle, “This Jesus is Man, this is the
Man that rules, this is the Man that is over all the works of God’s hands
because Jesus Christ is Man, the Representative of the human race, even
in His majesty as King of kings and Lord of lords, Man in that relation-
ship as well as in every other.” Do not let us forget that Believers and
their Lord are “all of one”™—one indivisible race.

Yet further than that, I want you to notice that they who are sanctified
and their Sanctifier are “all of one” because of His representative Charac-
ter. Whatever Jesus did in the past, He did for us, for we are “all of one.”
He was circumcised and we are circumcised in Him with the true cir-
cumcision not made by hands. When He kept the Law, we kept the Law
in Him, for He stood as our Representative. If He died, we reckon that we
died in Him and, therefore, we recognize that we live because He lives.
Now that He has gone into the heavenlies, it is as our Forerunner, and
He has raised us up together with Him and made us sit together with
Him in the heavenlies! And in all the Glory that is yet to come we shall be
partakers.

Hence follows this further oneness. So are we “all of one” that, from
now on we are united in our interests. His concerns and our concerns are
one. We have not to speak of what is Christ’s and what is His people’s,
but all that is Christ’s belongs to His people, and all that belongs to His
people belongs to Him! You are Christ’s, Beloved, and Christ is yours! I
am sure you cheerfully would acknowledge that you belong to Him—just
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as joyfully acknowledge that He belongs to you! We have fellowship with
Christ, which fellowship means a community of interests. His cause is
our cause, His honor is our honor. If He loses, we lose. If He gains, we
gain. We triumph when He triumphs, we feel disgraced when His cause
is dishonored. Is it not so? “Yes,” you say, “on our part we readily recog-
nize that it is so.” But it is far more so on Christ’s part! He has so es-
poused you to Himself, O Believer, that you are His and all your interests
are His! He who marries a wife takes her to himself and all her concerns
are merged in his. But when Jesus Christ took His Church to be His
bride, He took over all her debts and liabilities, all her burdens and all
her necessities. She had not anything else to bring to her Husband, but
He took all that there was—the mighty deficit of her lost estate—He took
it over and more than compensated for it by the wondrous fullness of His
own riches in Glory! And now there is no line of distinction between the
two—“Both He that sanctifies and they who are sanctified are all of one.”

I do not know how to speak adequately upon my glorious theme! I
have talked about it as it strikes me, but how to bring out its fullness to
you, I do not know. I wish that you could sit still and enjoy it. Turn it
over and see the many shades of color there are in this piece of the Di-
vine Handiwork! It is like a diamond with many facets which will flash
with light whichever way you turn it. Christ and you, “all of one”—all of
you who are in Christ made one with each other by being one with Him!
Not so blended and united as to become two in union, but one—having
one nature, one body, one spirit!

“But we cannot receive the Divine Nature,” says one. No, we cannot be
Divine, but yet we can be partakers of the Divine Nature in all its moral
and spiritual qualities. We are to become holy and we aspire to be perfect
even as our Father which is in Heaven is perfect and, then, when we
shall have reached that blessed point, we shall more fully have proved
the Truth of God that we are “all of one.” But long before we attain that
height, it is still true, and always will be true, amidst all our infirmities
and imperfections, that we are still one with Christ in nature and one
with Him in all our interests! What He has done, He has done for us, and
it is reckoned as what we have done in Him—and it is ours to work out
the life of Christ in our own souls and to feel how truly all that is in Him
is also in His people, as all the griefs and woes of His people have been
reproduced in Him. “All of one!” I love the very words! Even without any
exposition they are music to the believing heart—“Both He that sanctifies
and they who are sanctified are all of one.”

II. Now, in the second place, I have to notice OUR SAVIOR’S EXPRES-
SIONS WHICH PROVE THIS WONDERFUL UNITY.

The Apostle says, “for which cause He is not ashamed to call them
brethren.” He is glorious and they are often in shame and poverty, but
He is not ashamed to call them brethren! There is an immeasurable dis-
parity between the Lord Christ and His poor erring disciples, but there is
no disparity which His love dwells upon, for He calls them brethren! Our
hymn, just now, spoke of it as a wonder—

“That worms of earth should ever be
One with Incarnate Deity!”
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And truly it is a wonder, yet such a wonder as Christ takes a delight in!
“He is not ashamed to call them brethren.” They are poor, they are de-
spised, they are persecuted. What is worse, they are imperfect and faulty,
often sorrowful, cast down, condemning themselves, groaning at the
Mercy Seat—yet, “He is not ashamed to call them brethren.” There is
such a unity between the Believer, be he in what sorrow he may, and the
Christ, be He in what Glory He may, that He is never ashamed to ac-
knowledge the close relationship between them—“He is not ashamed to
call them brethren.”

Now, as this seemed to be a great thing to say, the Apostle felt obliged
to quote three Old Testament Scriptures to show the brotherliness of
Christ and His being “all of one” with us. The first passage that he quotes
is in Psalm 22:22. Here you have it—°I will declare Your name unto My
brethren, in the midst of the Church will I sing praise unto You.” The
words in these quotations in our English version may not seem to be ex-
actly the same as in the passages referred to, but we must remember, of
course, that we are dealing with translations and not with the original
writings. This is a part of that marvelous Psalm which was unquestiona-
bly the soliloquy of Christ upon the Cross.

Observe, dear Friends, this text is quoted to show us how we are “all
of one,” and it shows we are “all of one” because Jesus shares our wor-
ship. He says, “I will declare Your name unto My brethren.” When He
was here on earth, He told His brethren much concerning the Father. It
was His mission to reveal the Father so that He could say, “He that has
seen Me has seen the Father.” And when they worshipped the Father in
spirit and in truth, it was because He had taught them to do so. His
sermons inspired them with that devotion! He spoke to them as a man
speaking to men and so He revealed God to them. This passage also
shows that Jesus was one with His disciples, for He revealed God not as
to strangers, but as to “brethren.” He declared the will of God to them,
not as to outsiders, but as to “brethren.” He had one way of preaching to
the crowd and He had quite another way of privately talking to His disci-
ples. He declared the name of God unto His brethren in familiar, loving,
tender tones, always putting Himself side by side with them, sometimes
speaking of, “My Father and your Father, My God and your God,” and
always setting forth the great God as belonging as much to them as to
Himself—and always speaking of that God, not as some renowned
teacher might speak to beings far beneath Him, but as a Brother who
has met with the Father, and tells of that Father to His brethren who, as
yet, do not fully understand Him. “I will declare Your name unto My
brethren.” I say, therefore, that the life of Christ in His teaching and in
His joining with His disciples in their worship of God proved that He was
one with them!

Especially is this evident when we come to the last part of the quota-
tion—“In the midst of the Church will I sing praise unto You.” Did Jesus
sing? Yes, literally. After supper they sang a hymn. It must have been
most thrilling to hear Christ’s voice, quivering with emotion, singing the
Psalms which constituted the Great Hallel. Those Psalms were usually
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sung after the Paschal Supper was ended—and the Savior went through
them, praising and magnifying Jehovah, joining the little band, I should
think, Himself the leader of the Psalmody that it might be seen that He
was “all of one” with them! I am the preacher to this congregation and
when I speak to you of God, I am sure that I am “all of one” with you. If I
speak aright, you might think that we were in a parlor rather than in the
Tabernacle. I am not speaking as some great orator might, but as a
Brother declaring the Father’s name as best I know it.

And when the time comes for singing, then we feel that we are all at
one with those who sing with us from the heart, following the same tune,
and uttering the same praiseful words. Behold, then, in your midst, O
Church of God, in the days of His flesh there stood this glorious One
whom angels worship, who is the brightness of His Father’s Glory in the
very Heaven of heavens! Yet when He stood here, it was to join in the
worship of His people, declaring the Father’s name unto His brethren,
and with them singing praises unto the Most High. Does not this bring
Him very near to you? Does it not seem as if He might come at any mo-
ment and sit in that pew with you? I feel as if He already stood on this
platform side by side with me—why shouldn’t He? Oh, happy hour, if we
could but see Him in very flesh and blood among us! Yet we know that
He is here, even if we cannot see Him, for He has said, “Lo, I am with you
always even unto the end of the world.”

The second passage which is quoted by the Apostle is not very easy to
find. “And again, I will put My trust in Him.” I suppose the Apostle
quoted from the Septuagint translation and there we get, in the 18th
Psalm, at the second verse, these words, “I will hope in Him.” It is so
rendered in that version, but Paul read it, “I will put My trust in Him.”
We believe that is the passage he intended to quote. Now we are told by
Inspiration in this place that this verse is the language of Christ and if
so, it brings Him very near to us. The Psalm, itself, you will see, if you
will read it through at home, looks as if it were David speaking, but we
are here told that it was Christ. Well, it is no matter. Frequently in the
Psalms you are unable to tell whether it is David or David’s greater Son
who is speaking, which very ambiguity is the source of instruction, be-
cause it shows how they are, “all of one,” so that David, who is the sanc-
tified one, speaks in such terms as might be used by the Sanctifier, Him-
selfl The Book of Psalms is, indeed, throughout, one of the most wonder-
ful proofs of how near the Believer is to Him in whom he believes, so that
the very same words and phrases which were appropriate in the mouth
of David, for himself, are equally appropriate if he speaks by way of
prophecy concerning the Messiah.

Still, let me ask you to notice that the pith of the quotation is that Je-
sus Christ put His trust in God. That is to say, He was a partaker of our
faith. 1t is by faith that we are justified. It is by faith that we overcome
the world. It is by faith that we do everything. Had Jesus such a faith as
that? Yes, He had—it was by His faith that He vanquished the adversary
in that triple duel in the wilderness! It was by faith that He prevailed in
prayer on the lone mountainside! It was by faith that He went up to the
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Cross, alone, by Himself, for His people! I will go further and say that Je-
sus Christ is still to us the greatest Exemplar of faith. “What?” you ex-
claim, “in Heaven, is He still our greatest Exemplar of faith?” Yes—“from
henceforth expecting till His enemies are made His footstool.” And what
is expectation based upon but upon faith?

Moreover, our blessed Lord is always engaged in intercessory prayer.
Remember this text—“Ask of Me and I shall give You the heathen for
Your inheritance”? He is asking and He is asking in faith. And the life of
Christ, now, concerning His coming, His Kingdom and the ultimate tri-
umph of His righteous cause, is still an exhibition of faith—and this
makes Him very near of kin to us. Do You believe, my Master? “Yes,” He
says. Then, as I, also, believe, we are both Believers and we are “all of
one.”

Now, Brothers and Sisters in Christ, does not this bring your Lord
very near to you? Why, as if to show you that He came very near to you,
there is one point that some Believers omit, but which Jesus did not
omit. It is described in that familiar passage, “He that believes and is
baptized shall be saved.” Surely, His was a case where Baptism might
fitly have been omitted! But, no—He comes to Jordan and He asks John
to baptize Him. And when the good man says, “I have need to be baptized
of You, and come You to me?” yet the condescending Savior, that He
might be “all of one” with us, said, “Suffer it to be so now, for thus it be-
comes us to fulfill all righteousness.” Blessed are you who follow the
Lamb wherever He goes! Happy are you who in all things desire to be like
unto your Head, even as He, in all things, has been made like unto you.
Are you tried in your faith? So was He! Are you tempted? So was He!
Temptations of the worst kind assailed the purity of His Nature, as they
assail you. But He stood and you shall stand! He overcame by the use of,
“It is written,” and that same Sword of the Spirit is ready to your hand!
Use it, by faith, and so overcome the Wicked One.

The last passage which the Apostle quotes is taken from Isaiah, the
eighth chapter and the 18t verse—“Behold I and the children which God
has given Me.” This is yet to be fulfilled. I have shown you Christ as He
was one with us and Christ as He is one with us. Now you shall see
Christ as He is to be one with us. There shall be a day when He shall be
manifested. At this hour, He is the hidden Christ, and our life is hid with
Him. But He is one day to appear. Then will He say, “Behold, here am I,”
and all shall see Him—even they who crucified Him—shall behold Him
when He comes in His Glory.

Observe that, in that day, He is to appear with His children—with
those who have received life out of His life, those to whom He is the
Adam, the true Father, the Everlasting Father. He shall not appear
alone—He would not care to do so. He shall be manifested with His
saints! When He shall appear, we shall appear with Him. “Behold,” He
says, “I and the children.” You see, He glories in them! He uses a phrase
such as you would use of your children, a comely group, perhaps, of little
ones, or perhaps, of grown-up sons and daughters. It is some high anni-
versary—suppose it is your golden wedding, and the glory of the day is
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not yourself alone, but the children. When you kneel together at the fam-
ily altar, you say, “Lord, behold, here am I and the children You have
given me.” You would not be half so happy if you could not mention their
names, they are so dear to you! Well that is how Jesus puts it—“Behold I
and the children.”

And then He uses such a sweet phrase about them. He says, “the
children which God has given Me.” You know that, in the 17t of John, in
that wonderful prayer of our Lord to His Father, He always calls His dis-
ciples, “those whom You have given Me.” He likes to dwell on that fact!
They are precious to Him in themselves, but far more precious as the Fa-
ther’s gift to Him! Some things are valued by you as keepsakes given by
one you love and so are we dear to Christ because His Father gave us to
Him! “The children which God has given Me.” Sweet, sweet words! But do
they not show you what oneness there is between Christ and His people?
The father and the mother are marvelously one with their own children
when those children have not grieved them, but have made them happy,
so that they can speak of them as the children that God has given them!
Then you see how they are knit together as one. That is a wonderful ex-
pression that is used concerning David, where Abigail said that his soul
should be bound in the bundle of life with the Lord his God. So is it truly
with all the Lord’s redeemed—they are bound in the bundle of life with
Christ and He says—“Behold I and the children which God has given
Me.”

It seems to imply that He would feel Himself bereaved if they were not
there. If He could not say, “I and the children which God has given Me,”
He would be like Naomi when she came back from Moab and said, “Call
me not, Naomi. Call me Mara,” for she had lost her children. Shall Jesus,
the great Father of the age, lose any of His redeemed? Shall He fail to see
of the travail of His soul? Shall the children born of His agony and pas-
sion, after all, expire, or be taken from Him? Never! Glorious Christ, at
the last, You shall say, “Here am I and the children which God has given
Me.”

Our Lord appears, by these words, to call the world’s attention to His
people together with Himself. “Behold,” says He—not, “Behold Me,” but,
“Behold, I and the children whom the Lord has given Me are for signs
and for wonders.” Jesus will be nothing except His people are there with
Him, even in the Great Day of His appearing! Oh, I feel as if I could stop
and ask you to sing those lines of which dear old Rowland Hill was so
fond—

“But this I do find, we two are so joined,

He’ll not live in Glory and leave me behind.”
Jesus will not have Heaven without us! He will not have His Crown with-
out us! He will not have His Throne without us! He will not have the Fa-
ther’s House without us! He will not go unto His rest without us, for He
has made us to be part of Himself—we are “all of one.” Just think of
Christ without His people. A head without members of the body—what a
ghastly sight! A shepherd without sheep—what an unhappy person! A fa-
ther without children—what a desolated heart! No, no, it shall not be so!
Christ is one with His people and “who shall separate us from the love of
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Christ?” Well may I answer with the Apostle, “I am persuaded that nei-
ther death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other crea-
ture shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”

O people of God, be as happy as ever you can! Rejoice in the Lord
“with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” If you should be so full of joy as
not to be able to contain yourselves, you would not be more happy than
you are warranted in being by the blessed Truth of God which I have set
before you, that Christ and you are “all of one.”

As for you who have no part nor lot in this matter, God have mercy
upon you and bring you by faith to look to Christ, and to be joined for-
ever to Him, for His dear sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
PSALM 22.

You will not need any comment on this Psalm if, while we read it, you
see Christ on the Cross, and you think that you hear Him uttering these
sacred words. This Psalm is dedicated “to the Chief Musician upon Ai-
jeleth Shahar, or, the hind of the morning,” for Jesus brings the morning
with Him whenever He comes.

Verse 1. MY God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? It was not
morning with Jesus when He uttered these words—it was midnight—but
His midnight is our morning.

1. Why are You so far from helping Me, and from the words of My roar-
ing? The prayer had come to be almost inarticulate, like the dying moan
of a wounded beast in the forest.

2. O My God. This is the third time He has cried out, “My God.” Note
that.

2. I cry in the daytime, but You hear not; and in the night season, and
am not silent. The worst grief of a child of God is not to be heard in
prayer. Think, then, what it must have been for the Well-Beloved to have
to say to His Father, “O My God, I cry in the daytime, but You hear not;
and in the night season, and am not silent.”

3. But You are holy. He would bring no charge against God even
though He forsook Him.

3-6. O You that inhabits the praises of Israel. Our fathers trusted in
You. They trusted, and You did deliver them. They cried unto You, and
were delivered: they trusted in You, and were not confounded. But I am a
worm, and no man. Think that you hear your Lord saying this and com-
paring Himself to a little red worm which, when crushed, seems to be
nothing but a mass of blood.

6-8. A reproach of men, and despised of the people. All they that see Me
laugh Me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, He
trusted on the LORD that He would deliver Him: let Him deliver Him, see-
ing He delighted in Him. What scorn! How it must have entered like vitriol
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into the veins of Christ—a strong corrosive of dreadful sarcasm without a
drop of pity mixed with it!

9-11. But You are He that took Me out of the womb: You did make Me
hope when I was upon My mother’s breasts. I was cast upon You from the
womb: You are My God from My mother’s belly. Be not far from Me; for
trouble is near; for there is none to help. God had taken care of Christ in
His infancy—that miraculous birth of His was under Divine control—will
not the Lord care for Him, now that He is even more weak and nearer to
the gates of death than in the first morning of His infant weakness?

12. Many bulls have compassed Me. There they stood, the strong le-
gionaries of Rome, proud priests of Judea, and the princes of the people,
all thirsting for His blood!

12-14. Strong bulls of Bashan have beset Me round. They gaped upon
Me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. I am poured out
like water. Dissolved, separated like drops of water poured out of a ves-
sel.

14. And all My bones are out of joint. My heart is like wax. “The very
fountain of My strength is turned to weakness.”

14, 15. It is melted in the midst of My bowels. My strength is dried up
like a potsherd; and My tongue cleaves to My jaws; and You have brought
Me into the dust of death. Fever had worked upon Him. The hanging in
the midday sun, the excruciating pains in His hands and feet, the drag-
ging weight of His body, the tearing of the nails and the continually in-
creasing agony of His wounds had brought Him into the very dust of
death.

16. For dogs have compassed Me. The many, the vulgar multitude, like
a pack of hounds, crowded around the Savior on the Cross.

16. The assembly of the wicked have enclosed Me: they pierced My
hands and My feet. David could never say this of himself—no one else
but our Lord Jesus Christ could talk after this wondrous fashion. Yet
this Psalm was written hundreds of years before Christ came here among
men—and the Jews treasured it up, little understanding that it described
their Messiah and ours—and described Him literally, too.

17. I may count all My bones. Jesus could look down upon His own
emaciated person as He hung there naked upon the Cross.

17. They look and stare upon Me. Their cruel inquisitive gazing galled
His delicate sensitive Nature.

18-21. They part My garments among them, and cast lots upon My ves-
ture. But be not You far from Me, O LORD: O My Strength, hasten You to
help Me. Deliver My soul from the sword; My precious life from the power
of the dog. Save Me from the lion’s mouth: for You have heard Me from the
horns of the wild oxen! He had been heard in past years and He pleads
for similar acceptance now. He encourages His faith by a retrospect of
God’s preserving power in former dangers.

22. [ will declare Your name unto My brethren: in the midst of the con-
gregation will I praise You. A gleam of sunlight now comes over the Cross.
the thick darkness is melting away and the Savior is triumphing even in
His dying hour! He is passing away from the agonizing cry, “Why have
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You forsaken Me?” to His last victorious utterance, “It is finished!” A
wonderful change comes over the Savior’s expressions from this point.

23, 24. You that fear the LORD, praise Him; all you the seed of Jacob,
glorify Him; and fear Him, all you the seed of Israel. For He has not de-
spised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; neither has He hid His
face from Him; but when He cried unto Him, He heard. Here is the testi-
mony of One who suffered more than all of us put together will ever suf-
fer! He endured the hiding of God’s face and yet He lives to declare the
faithfulness of God! He says that when He cried unto His Father, He
heard Him.

25. My praise shall be of You in the great congregation. It is so, here,
this evening—Christ is praising God in this congregation! As we read
these words of His dying testimony, we, too, are encouraged to believe
that the God who heard Him will hear us and deliver us!

25, 26. [ will pay My vows before them that fear Him. The meek shall
eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the LORD that seek Him: your heart
shall live forever. He is talking the matter over to Himself and comforting
Himself with the prospect of the results of His suffering. He sees the vast
numbers of people who will be saved through His atoning Sacrifice, He
sees the meek ones coming to His feet and He is happy. Because of the
joy that was set before Him, He endured the Cross, despising the shame.

27. All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD:
and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before You. He talks of
the LORD and He talks to the LORD—“Before You.” He talks about God’s
Glory and about the salvation of the heathen, and about all nations wor-
shipping the one true God.

28-30. For the Kingdom is the LORD’S: and He rules over all the na-
tions. All they that are prosperous upon earth shall eat and worship: all
they that go down to the dust shall bow before Him: and none can keep
alive his own soul. A posterity shall serve Him. He Himself was like a seed
about to be put into the ground that He might bring forth fruit unto
God—and He cheers His heart with the prospect.

30, 31. It shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation. They shall
come. How He rolls it like a sweet morsel under His tongue! “They shall
come.” Those great sinners, those far-off ones, “they shall come”™—

31. And shall declare His righteousness unto a people that shall be
born, that He has done this. Or, “It is finished.” There the Psalm ends and
that was the Master’s dying cry.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON TO BRING MANY
TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.
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THE DESTROYER DESTROYED
NO. 166

A SERMON DELIVERED ON SABBATH MORNING, DECEMBER 6 , 1857,
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE MUSIC HALL, ROYAL SURREY GARDENS.

“That through death He might destroy Him that had the
power of death, that is the devil.”
Hebrews 2:14.

IN God’s original empire everything was happiness and joy and peace. If
there was any evil, any suffering and pain, that was not God’s work. God
may permit it, overrule it and out of it educe much good. But the evil
comes not of God. He Himself stands pure and perfect, the clean fountain
out of which gushes forth ever more sweet and pure waters. The devil’s
reign, on the contrary, contains nothing of good. “The devil sins from the
beginning,” and his dominion has been one uniform course of temptation
to evil and infliction of misery. Death is a part of Satan’s dominion, he
brought sin into the world when he tempted our mother Eve to eat of the
forbidden fruit and with sin he brought also death into the world, with all
its train of woes.

There had been likely no death if there had been no devil. If Satan had
not tempted, perhaps man had not revolted and if he had not revolted he
would have lived forever without having to undergo the painful change
which is caused by death. I think death is the devil’s masterpiece. With
the solitary exception of Hell, death is certainly the most Satanic mischief
that sin has accomplished. Nothing ever delighted the heart of the devil so
much as when he found that the threat would be fulfilled, “In the day that
you eat thereof you shall surely die,” and never was his malicious heart so
full of hellish joy as when he saw Abel stretched upon the earth, slain by
the club of his brother.

“Aha,” said Satan, “this is the first of all intelligent creatures that has
died. Oh how I rejoice! This is the crowning hour of my dominion. It is
true that I have marred the glory of this earth by my guileful temptation.
It is true the whole creation groans and travails in pain by reason of the
evil that I have brought into it. But this, this is my masterpiece. 1 have
killed man. I have brought death into him and here lies the first—the first
dead man.”

Since that time Satan has ever gloated over the death of the human
race and he has had some cause of glory, for that death has been univer-
sal. All have died. Though they had been wise as Solomon, their wisdom
could not spare their head. Though they had been virtuous as Moses, yet
their virtue could not avert the axe. All have died. And therefore the devil
has boasted in his triumph. But twice has he been defeated. Only two
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have entered Heaven without dying. The mass of mankind have had to
feel the scythe of death. And he has rejoiced because this, his mightiest
work, has had foundations broad as earth and a summit that reached as
high as the virtues of mankind could climb.

There is something fearful in death. It is frightful even to him that has
the most of faith. It is only the gildings of death, the afterwards, the
Heaven, the harp, the glory, that makes death bearable even to the Chris-
tian. Death in itself must ever be an unutterably fearful thing to the sons
of men. And oh, what ruin does it work! It darkens the windows of the
eyes. It pulls down the polished pillars of the Divine architecture of the
body. It turns the inhabitant, the soul, out of its door and bids it fly to
worlds unknown. And it leaves in place of a living man a corpse whose
appearance is so wretched that none can look upon it without emotions of
horror.

Now, this is Satan’s delight. He conceives death to be his masterpiece
because of its terror and because of the ruin which it works. The greater
the evil, the better does he delight in it. No doubt he gloats over our sick-
nesses. He rejoices himself in our sin. But death is to him a theme of as
much delight as he can be capable of in his eternal misery. He, as far as
he can, shouts for joy when he witnesses how, by one fell deed of his, one
piece of treachery, he has swept the world with the besom of destruction
and hurried all men to the tomb.

And death is very lovely to the devil for another reason—not only be-
cause it is his chief work on earth, but because it gives him the finest op-
portunity in the world for the display of his malice and his craft. The devil
is a coward—the greatest of cowards—as most wicked beings are. A Chris-
tian in health he will seldom attack. A Christian who has been living near
his Master and is strong in grace the devil will leave alone because he
knows he will meet his match then. But if he can find a Christian either
weak in faith, or weak in body, then he thinks it a fair opportunity for at-
tack.

Now when death comes with all its terrors, it is usual for Satan to make
a fierce inroad into the soul. Usually with many of the saints, if not in the
last article of death, yet some little time before it, there is a ferocious on-
slaught made by the great enemy of souls. And then he loves death, be-
cause death weakens the mind. The approach of death destroys some of
the mental power and takes away from us for a season some of those spir-
its by which we have been cheered in better days. It makes us lie there,
languid and faint and weary. “Now is my opportunity,” says the Evil One.
And he steals in upon us. Hence I believe for this reason he is said to have
the power of death, for I cannot conceive that the devil has the power of
death in any other sense but this—that it was originated by him and that
he at such time generally displays the most of his malice and of his power.
For it is certain, my Brethren, the devil has not the power over death so as
to cause death.
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All the devils in Hell could not take away the life of the smallest infant
in the world and though we lie gasping and sick so that the physician de-
spairs of us, it is nothing but the fiat of the Almighty that can cause us to
die, even in the extremity of our weakness. As far as the cause is con-
cerned, the devil is not the cause of death. We rejoice to believe with Dr.
Young that an angel’s arm cannot hurl us to the grave, even though it is
the arm of that fallen archangel Lucifer. And we rejoice to know that af-
terwards a myriad angels cannot confine us there. So that neither for the
unlocking of the door, nor for the securing of it afterwards, has the devil
any power whatever over the Christian in death.

Why, there are many persons here present who have such notion of re-
ligion that they conceive it to be a thing of happiness and pleasure and
delight. And living near the Fountain of all bliss, that is their God, their
path is filled with sunshine and their eye sparkles with perpetual happi-
ness. They bear the trials of this life manfully as Christians should. They
take afflictions from the hand of God with all resignation and patience.
Now the devil says, “It is of no use my meddling with that man with
doubting thoughts. He is too mighty for me. He is powerful on his knees
and he is powerful with his God.” “Hands off!” says the Christian to the
devil. But when we begin to be weak, when our mind through the influ-
ence of the body begins to be sad, when we have either been starving our-
selves by some wicked religious asceticism, or when the rod of God has
bruised us—then in our evil plight the foe will beset us. And for this rea-
son the devil loves death and has the power over it—because it is the time
of nature’s extremity and therefore is the time of the devil’s opportunity.

The subject of our discourse this morning is this. Jesus Christ through
His death has destroyed what power the devil has over death. Yes, and to
add a second truth which shall be our second head, He has not only by
His death destroyed the power which the devil had over death but He has
destroyed the devil’s power entirely in every respect by the death which He
died.

I. Let us begin, then, at the beginning. BY THE DEATH OF CHRIST
THE DEVIL’'S POWER OVER DEATH IS TO THE CHRISTIAN UTTERLY
DESTROYED. The devil’s power over death lies in three places and we
must look at it in three aspects. Sometimes the devil has power in death
over the Christian, by tempting him to doubt his resurrection and leading
him to look into the black future with the dread of annihilation. We will
look at that first and we will endeavor to show you that by the death of
Christ that peculiar form of the devil’s power in death is entirely removed.
When the poor spirit lies on the verge of eternity, if faith is weak and if the
eyesight of hope is dim, the Christian will most likely look forward into
what? Into a world unknown and the language of even the infidel some-

times rushes into the lips of the most faithful child of God—
“My soul looks down on what?
A dread eternity. A dreary gulf.”
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You may tell him of the Promises. You may try to cheer him by remind-
ing him of the certain revelations of the future. But apart from the death
of Christ—even the Christian himself would look forward to death as be-
ing a dreary goal, a dark cloudy end to a life of weariness and woe. Where
am I speeding? An arrow shot from the bow of God’s creation! Where am I
speeding? And the answer comes back from blank nothingness—you came
and you are speeding to the same. There is nothing to you. When you die
you are lost. Or if reason has been well tutored it may perhaps reply to
him, “Yes, there is another world, but reason can only tell him that it
thinks so. It dreams of it. But what that other world shall be, what its
tremendous mysteries, what its gorgeous splendors, or what its horrible
terrors, reason cannot tell.” And the sting of death would be to such a
man, who had no view of immortality in Christ, the thought that he was to
be annihilated—not to exist—or if to exist he knew not how, or where.

But, Beloved, by the death of Christ all this is taken away. If I lie dying
and Satan comes to me and says, “You are to be annihilated, you are now
sinking beneath the waves of time and you shall lie in the caverns of noth-
ingness forever. Your living, leaping spirit is to cease forever and be not.” I
reply to him, “No, not so. I have no fear of that. O Satan, your power to
tempt me here fails utterly and entirely. See there my Savior! He died—He
died really and actually, for His heart was pierced. He was buried. He lay
in His grave three days. But, O Devil, He was not annihilated, for He rose
again from the tomb on the third day and in the glories of the resurrection
He appeared unto many witnesses and gave infallible proofs that He was
risen from the dead.

And now, O Satan, I tell you—you cannot put an end to my existence—
for you could not put an end to the existence of my Lord. As the Lord the
Savior rose, so all His followers must. I know that my Redeemer lives,’
and therefore I know that though the ‘worms destroy this body, yet in my
flesh shall I see God.” You tell me, O Satan, that I am to be swallowed up
and be a thing of nothing and sink into the bottomless pit of nonentity. I
reply to you, you lie. My Savior was not swallowed up and yet He died. He
died, but could not long be held a prisoner in the tomb. Come, Death, and
bind me, but you cannot destroy me.

“Come on, O grave. Open your ghastly mouth and swallow me up. But I
shall burst your bonds another day. When that all-glorious morning shall
dawn, I, having a dew like the dew of herbs upon me, shall be raised up
and shall live in His sight. Because He lives I shall also live.” So, you see,
Christ, by being a witness to the feat of the resurrection, has broken the
power of the devil in death. In this respect He has prevented him from
tempting us to fear annihilation, because, as Christians we believe that
because Christ rose again from the dead, even so they that sleep in Jesus
will the Lord bring with Him.

But now for a more common temptation—another phase of the devil’s
power in death. Full often the devil comes to us in our lifetime and He

4 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org Volume 4



Sermon #166 The Destroyer Destroyed 5
tempts us by telling us that our guilt will certainly prevail against us. He
tells us that the sins of our youth and our former transgressions are still
in our bones and that when we sleep in the grave our sins shall rise up
against us. “They have many of them,” says he, “gone before you unto
judgment and others shall follow after.” When the Christian gets weak and
his heart and his flesh fail him, were it not, I say, for the great doctrine of
the death of Christ, the devil would be able to tempt him thus, “You are
about to die. I dare not tell you that there is no future state, for if I do you
reply to me, ‘There is, for Christ rose from the dead and therefore I shall,’
but I will tempt you another way.

“You have made a fine profession, but I charge upon you that you have
been a hypocrite. You pretend that you are one of the Lord’s Beloved. Now
look back upon your sins. Remember when your rebellious lusts arose
and you were led if not quite to indulge in a transgression, yet to long af-
ter it? Recollect how often you have provoked Him in the wilderness, how
frequently you have made His anger wax hot against you.”

The devil takes up our diary and he turns over the pages and with
black finger points to our sins. And he reads scornfully, with a leer upon
his countenance. “See here saint’” He says. “Saint? Aha, a fine saint you
were. There! Sabbath-breaking. There! Evil thoughts of unbelief. There!
Departure from the living God.” And he turns over page after page and he
stops over some very black page and says, “See here!” And he twits the
Christian with the thing. “Ah,” says he, “David, remember Bathsheba?
Lot, remember Sodom and the cave? Noah, remember the vineyard and
the drunkenness?” Ah, and it makes even the saint quiver, when sin
stares him in the face—when the ghosts of his old sins rise up and stare
upon him. He is a man that has got faith indeed that can look sin in the
face and still say, “The blood of Jesus Christ cleans me from sin.”

But were it not for that blood, were it not for the death of Christ, you
can easily conceive what power the devil would have over us in the hour of
death because he would fling all our sins in our teeth just when we came
to die. But now see how through death Christ has taken away the devil’s
power to do that. We reply to the temptation to sin, “In Truth O Satan you
are right. I have rebelled, I will not belie my conscience and my memory. I
own [ have transgressed. O Satan, turn to the blackest page of my history,

I confess all—
‘Should He send my soul to Hell
His righteous Law approves it well.’

“But O Fiend, let me tell you my sins were numbered on the Scape-
goat’s head of old. Go you, O Satan, to Calvary’s Cross and see my Substi-
tute bleeding there. Behold, my sins are not mine. They are laid on His
eternal shoulders and He has cast them from His own shoulders into the
depths of the sea. Avaunt, Hell-hound! Would you worry me? Go and sat-
isfy yourself with a sight of that Man who entered the gloomy dungeons of
death and slept awhile there and then rent the bars away and led captivity
captive as a proof that He was justified of God the Father. And that I also
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am justified in Him.” Oh, yes, this is the way that Christ’s death destroys
the power of the devil. We can tell the devil that we care not for him—for
all our sins are passed away—covered in the thick cloud and shall not be
brought against us anymore forever.

“Ah,” said an aged saint once who had been much teased by Satan, “at
last I got rid of my temptations, Sir and I enjoyed much peace,” “How did
you do it?” said a Christian friend who visited him, “I showed him blood,
Sir. I showed him the blood of Christ.” That is a thing the devil cannot en-
dure. You may tell the devil, “Oh, but I prayed so many times.” He will
sniff at your prayers. You may tell him, “Ah, but I was a preacher.” He will
laugh in your face and tell you, you preached your own damnation. You
may tell him you had some good works and he will lift them up and say,
“these are your good works—filthy rags—no one would have them as a
gift.” You may tell him, “Ah, but I have repented.” He will sneer at your re-
pentance. You may tell him what you like, he will sneer at you, till at last
you say—

“Nothing in my hands I bring,

Simply to the Cross I cling.”
And it is all over with the devil, then. There is nothing now that he can do,
for the death of Christ has destroyed the power that the devil has over us
to tempt us on account of our guilt. “The sting of death is sin.” Our Jesus
took the sting away and now death is harmless to us—because it is not
succeeded by damnation.

Once more—you may suppose a Christian who has firm confidence in a
future state—the Evil One has another temptation for him. “It may be very
true,” says he, “that you are to live forever and that your sins have been
pardoned. But you have up to now found it very hard work to persevere
and now you are about to die you will be sure to fail. When you have had
troubles you know you have been half inclined to go back again to Egypt.
Why, the little hornets that you have met have worried you and now this
death is the prince of dragons. It will be all over with you now. You know
that when you used to go through a cart rut you were crying for fear of be-
ing drowned—what will you do now that you have got into the swellings of
Jordan?”

“Ah,” says the devil, “you were afraid of the lions when they were
chained—what will you do with this unchained lion? How will you come
off now? When you were a strong man and had marrow in your bones and
your sinews were full of strength, even then you trembled at me. Now I
shall have at you, when I get you when you are dying and your strength

fails and if I once get the grip of you—
‘That desperate tug your soul shall feel,
Through bars of brass and triple steel.’

Ah, you will then be overcome.” And sometimes the poor feint-hearted
Christian thinks that is true. I shall surely fall one day by the hand of the
Enemy. Up gets the Arminian Divine and says, “that is a very proper sort
of feeling, my Friend. God often does desert His children and cast them
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away.” To which we reply “You lie, Arminian! Shut your mouth! God
never did desert His children, neither can He, nor will He.”

And having answered the Arminian we turn to answer the devil and we
say to him, “O Fiend, you tempt us to think that you will conquer us. Re-
member, Satan, that the strength that has preserved us against you has
not been our own. The arm that has delivered us has not been this arm of
flesh and blood, else we had long since been overcome. Look there, Fiend,
at Him that is Omnipotent. His Almightiness is the power that preserves
us to the end. And, therefore, be we ever so weak, when we are weak then
we are strong and in our last hour of peril we shall yet overcome you.”

But please notice that this answer springs and arises from Christ’s
death. Let us just picture a scene. When the Lord Jesus came down to
earth, Satan knew His errand. He knew that the Lord Jesus was the Son
of God and when he saw Him an infant in the manger he thought if he
could kill Him and get Him in the bonds of death what a fine thing it
would be! So He stirred up the spirit of Herod to slay Him. But Herod
missed his mark. And many a time did Satan strive to put the personal
existence of Christ in danger so that he might get Christ to die. Poor fool
as he was, he did not know that when Christ died He would bruise the
devil’s head. Once, you remember, when Christ was in the synagogue, the
devil stirred up the people and made them angry. And he thought, “Oh,
what a glorious thing it would be if I could kill this man. Then there would
be an end of Him and I should reign supreme forever.”

So he got the people to take Him to the brow of the hill and he gloated
over the thought that now surely He would be cast down headlong. But
Christ escaped. He tried to starve Him, he tried to drown Him. He was in
the desert without food and He was on the sea in a storm. But there was
no starving or drowning Him and Satan no doubt panted for His blood
and longed that He should die. At last the day arrived. It was telegraphed
to the court of Hell that at last Christ would die. They rung their bells with
hellish mirth and joy. “He will die now,” said Satan, “Judas has taken the
thirty pieces of silver. Let those Scribes and Pharisees get Him, they will
no more let Him go than the spider will a poor unfortunate fly. He is safe
enough now.” And the devil laughed for very glee when he saw the Savior
stand before Pilate’s bar. And when it was said, “Let Him be crucified,” his
joy scarce knew bounds—except that bound which his own misery must
ever set to it. As far as he could he reveled in what was to him a delightful
thought—that the Lord of Glory was about to die. In death, as Christ was
seen of angels, He was seen of devils, too. And that dreary march from Pi-
late’s palace to the Cross was one which devils saw with extraordinary in-
terest.

And when they saw Him on the Cross, there stood the exulting Fiend,
smiling to himself. “Ah, I have the King of Glory now in my dominions. I
have the power of death and I have the power over the Lord Jesus.” He ex-
erted that power, till the Lord Jesus had to cry out in bitter anguish, “My

Volume 4 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 7



8 The Destroyer Destroyed Sermon #166
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” But ah, how short-lived was
hellish victory! How brief was the Satanic triumph! He died and “It is fin-
ished!” shook the gates of Hell. Down from the Cross the Conqueror
leaped, pursued the Fiend with thunderbolts of wrath. Swift to the shades
of Hell the Fiend did fly and swift descending went the Conqueror after

him. And we may conceive Him exclaiming—
“Traitor! This bolt shall find and pierce you through,
Though under Hell’s profoundest wave you dive,
To find a sheltering grave.”

And seize him He did—chained him to His chariot wheel—dragged him
up the steps of glory. Angels shouting all the while, “He has led captivity
captive and received gifts for men.” Now, devil, you said you would over-
come me, when I came to die. Satan I defy you and laugh you to scorn! My
Master overcame you and I shall overcome you. You say you will overcome
the saint, do you? You could not overcome the saint’s Master and you will
not overcome him. You once thought you had conquered Jesus—you were
bitterly deceived. Ah, Satan, you may think you shall overcome the little
faith and the faint heart. But you are wondrously mistaken—for we shall
assuredly tread you under our feet shortly. And even in our last extremity,
with fearful odds against us, we shall be “more than conquerors through
Him that loved us.”

You see thus, my Brethren, Christ’s death has taken away from Satan
the advantage which he has over the saint in the hour of death so that we
may joyfully descend the shelving banks of Jordan, or may even, if God
calls us to a sudden death, glide from its abrupt cliffs—for Christ is with
us and to die is gain.

II. But now, I want just a moment or two, while I try to show you that
not only has Christ by His death taken away the devil’s power in death,
but HE HAS TAKEN AWAY THE DEVIL’S POWER EVERYWHERE ELSE
OVER A CHRISTIAN. “He has destroyed,” or overcome, “him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil.”

Death was the devil’s chief entrenchment. Christ bearded the lion in his
den and fought him in his own territory. And when He took death from
him and dismantled that once impregnable fortress, He took away from
him not only that, but every other advantage that he had over the saint.
And now Satan is a conquered foe—not only in the hour of death—but in
every other hour and in every other place. He is an enemy, both cruel and
mighty, but he is a foe who quakes and quails when a Christian gets into
the lists with him. For he knows that though the fight may waver for a lit-
tle while in the scale, the balance of victory must fall on the side of the
saint, because Christ by His death destroyed the devil’s power.

My Brethren, Satan may tomorrow get much power over you by tempt-
ing you to indulge in the lusts of the flesh, or in the pride of life. He may
come to you and say, “Do such-and-such a thing that would be dishonest
and I will make you rich. Indulge in such-and-such a pleasure and I will
make you happy, come,” says Satan, “yield to my blandishments. I will
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give you wine to drink that shall be richer than ever came from the wine
vats of Holy Scripture. I will give you bread to eat that you know not of.
Eat you the tempting fruit. It is sweet. It will make you like a god.” “Ah,”
says the Christian, “but Satan, my Master died when He had to do with
you and therefore I will have nothing to do with you. If you did kill my
Lord, you will kill me, too, if you can and therefore away with you! But in-
asmuch as you lay down silver for me and tell me I can have it if I do
wrong, lo, Satan, I can cover your silver with gold and have ten times as
much to spare afterwards.

“You say I shall get gain if I sin. No, the treasures of Christ are greater
riches than all the treasures of Egypt. Why, Satan, if you were to bring me
a crown and say, ‘There! You shall have that if you will sin,’ I should say,
‘Poor crown! Why, Satan, I have got a better one than that laid up in
Heaven. I could not sin for that—that is a bribe too paltry.” In he brings
his bags of gold and he says, “Now, Christian, sin for this.” The Christian
says, “Why Fiend, that stuff is not worth my looking at. I have an inheri-
tance in a city where the streets are paved with solid gold. And, therefore,
what are these poor chinking bits to me? Take them back!” He brings in
loveliness and he tempts us by it. But we say to him, “Why, Devil, what
are you doing? What is that loveliness to me? My eyes have seen the King
in His beauty and the land that is very far off. And by faith I know that I
shall go where beauty’s self, even in her perfection, is excelled—where I
shall see my Savior, who is ‘the chief among ten thousand and the alto-
gether lovely.” That is no temptation to me! Christ has died and I count all
these things but dross that | may win Christ and be found in Him.” So
that you see, even in temptation, the death of Christ has destroyed the
devil’s power.

“You will not yield, will you?” says the devil. “You cannot be tempted!
Ah, well,” says he, “if you cannot be drawn aside, I'll pull you aside. What
are you, that you should stand against me? A poor puny man! Why, I have
made angels fall and I am not afraid of you. Come on!” And he puts his
foot to our foot and with his dragon yell he frights the echoes till they dare
not reply. He lifts his blazing sword and thinks to smite us to the ground.
You know, my Brethren, what the shield is that must catch the blow. It is
the shield of faith in Christ that died for us. Satan hurls his darts, but his
darts hurt not, for lo, we catch them also on this all-powerful shield,
Christ and His Cross. Let his insinuations be ever so direful, the death of
Christ has destroyed the devil’s power either to tempt or to destroy. He
may be allowed to attempt either the one or the other, but he can be suc-
cessful in neither. The death of Christ has “destroyed him that had the
power of death, that is, the devil.”

Some people say they don’t believe in a devil. Well, I have only to tell
them I don’t believe in them because if they knew themselves much they
would very soon find a devil. But it is quite possible that they have very
little evidence of there being any devil. For you know the devil never
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wastes his time. He comes up a street and he sees a man engaged in
business, hoarding, covetous, grasping. He has got a widow’s house in his
throat, he has just swallowed the last acre of a poor orphan’s lands. “Oh,”
says the devil, “drive by, I shall not stop there. He does not need me. He
will go to Hell easily enough.” He goes to the next house. There is a man
there, a drunkard spending his time in riotousness. He marches by and
says, “There’s no need for me here—why should I trouble my own dear
friends? Why should I meddle with those whom I am sure to have at last?
There’s no need to tease them.”

He finds a poor saint upon his knees, exercising but very little power in
prayer. “Oh,” says the devil, “I shall have this creature at last. Ill howl at
him now.” There is a poor sinner just returning from his evil ways and
crying, “I have sinned and done evil in Your sight. Lord, have mercy upon
me.” “Losing a subject,” says Satan—*“I'll have him—I’'m not going to lose
my subjects like this.” So he worries him. The reason why you don’t be-
lieve there is a devil, very likely, is that the devil very seldom comes to you
because you are so safe that he does not take any trouble to look after
you. And you have not seen him, because you are too bad for him to care
about and he says, “Oh no, there’s no need for me to waste time to tempt
that man, it would be carrying coals to Newcastle to tempt him, for he is
as bad as he can be and therefore let him alone.” But when a man lives
near God, or when a man’s conscience begins to be aroused—then Satan
cries, “To arms! To arms! To arms!” For two good reasons—first, because
he wants to worry him and secondly, because he wants to destroy him.
Well, we bless God that though the devil may direct his utmost scorn and
craft and malice against the Christian, the Christian is safe behind the
Rock Christ Jesus and may rest secure.

And now, in conclusion, suffer a word or two of comfort to the people of
God and a warning to those that know Him not. O children of God! Death
has lost its sting because the devil’s power over it is destroyed. Then cease
to fear dying. You know what Death is—look him in the face and tell him
you are not afraid of him. Ask grace from God that by an intimate knowl-
edge and a firm belief of your Master’s death you may be strengthened for
that dread hour. And mark me, if you so live, you may be able to think of
death with pleasure and to welcome it when it comes with intense delight.
It is sweet to die—to lie upon the breast of Christ and have one’s soul
kissed out of one’s body by the lips of Divine affection. And you that have
lost friends, or that may be bereaved—sorrow not as those that are with-
out hope. For remember the power of the devil is taken away. What a
sweet thought the death of Christ brings us concerning those who are de-
parted! They are gone, my Brethren. But do you know how far they have
gone? The distance between the glorified spirits in Heaven and the mili-
tant saints on earth seems great. But it is not so. We are not far from
home—

“One gentle sigh the spirit breaks,
We scarce can say ‘tis gone,
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Before the ransomed spirit takes
Its station near the Throne.”

We measure distance by time. We are apt to say that a certain place is
so many hours from us. If it is a hundred miles off and there is no rail-
road we think it a long way. If there is a railway, we think we can be there
in no time. But how near must we say Heaven is? For it is just one sigh
and we get there. Why, my Brethren, our departed friends are only in the
upper room, as it were, of the same house. They have not gone far off.

They are up stairs and we are down below. Yes, more as the poet says—
“Ten thousands to their endless home,
This solemn moment fly,
And we are to the margin come,
And soon expect to die.”

And then he describes them—

“Part of the host have crossed the flood.”
There they are, on the other side the banks. Here is another part deep in
the stream. Here are we on the margin, just about to step down. They are
all one army. There is not one gap right down from Abel to the one that is
now departing. And they never shall be but one, till the pearly gates are

shut forever and they are all secure—
“Even now by faith we clasp our hands
With those that went before,
And greet the blood-besprinkled bands
Upon the eternal shore.”

And now I close by saying this word to the sinner. O you that know not
God, you that believe not in Christ—death is to you a horrible thing! I
need not tell you that. For your own conscience tells it to you. Why, Man,
you may laugh sometimes at religion. But in your own solitary moments it
is no laughing thing. The greatest braggart in the world are always the
greatest cowards. If | hear a man saying, “Oh, I am not afraid of dying, I
don’t care about your religion,” He does not deceive me. I know all about
that. He says that to cover up his fears. When he is alone at night you
should see how white his cheek is if a leaf falls against the window. When
there is lightning in the air you should see him. “Oh that flash!” he says.
Or if he is a strong man perhaps he does not say a word, but he feels in
such horror all the time the storm is on. Not like the Christian man. Not
like the man who has courage. Why, I love the lightening. God’s thunder
is my delight. I never feel so well as when there is a tremendous thunder
and lightning storm. Then I feel as if I could mount up and my whole
heart sings. I love then to sing—

“This awful God is mine

My Father and my love,

He shall send down His heavenly powers
To carry me above.”

Yes, you are afraid of dying, I know. And what I shall say to you is
this—You have good need to be afraid of dying and you have good need to

be afraid of dying now. Because you have escaped many times you think
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you shall never die. Suppose we should take a man and tie him to that
pillar and a good marksman should take bow and arrows and shoot at
him. Well, one arrow might glance and strike someone that sits at the
right and another might glance and strike someone that is to the left. One
might go above his head and another beneath his feet, but you cannot
suppose that man would laugh and mock when the arrows were flying
about his ears! And if he were quite certain that it only wanted the marks-
man to take an aim at him and he would be shot—then, my Friends—you
cannot conceive how he would tell you what terror he would experience.

But certainly there would be no laughter. He would not say, “Oh, I shall
not die! Look, the man has been shooting all these others.” No, the risk of
dying would be enough to steady him and the thought that that marks-
man had an eye so true and a hand so steady that he had but to pull the
string and the arrow would certainly reach his heart would be enough at
least to sober him and keep him always watchful—for in a moment, when
he thought not—that arrow might fly. Now, that is you today. God puts
the arrow to the string—your neighbor is dead on the right and another
on the left. The arrow will come to you soon, it might have come before, if
God willed it.

Oh, mock not at death and despise not eternity, but begin to think
whether you are prepared for Death, lest Death should come and find you
wanting. And remember, Death will make no delays for you. You have
postponed the time of thought—Death will not be postponed to suit you.
When you die there will be no hour allowed for you in which then to turn
to God. Death comes with its first blow—damnation comes afterwards—
without the hope of reprieve. “He that believes and is immersed shall be
saved. He that believes not shall be damned.” Thus do we preach the Gos-
pel of God unto you as God would have us. “Go you into all the world and
preach the Gospel to every creature.” “Go you and teach all nations, im-
mersing them in the name of the Father, of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” Behold, I tell you, faith in Jesus is the soul’s only escape. Profes-
sion of that in immersion is God’s own way of professing faith before men.
The Lord help you to obey Him in the two great Gospel commandments,
for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307
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THE FEAR OF DEATH
NO. 3286

A SERMON PUBLISHED ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 1912,
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON THURSDAY EVENING, JANUARY 25, 1866.

“Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He Himself
likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who
had the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver those who
through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.”
Hebrews 2:14, 15.

[Another Sermon by Mr. Spurgeon upon verse 14 is #166, Volume 4—THE DESTROYER DE-
STROYED-—read/download the entire sermon free of charge at http:/ /www.spurgeongems.org .|

BEFORE speaking upon the main subject of the text, I cannot help
drawing your attention to those two words, “the children.” Hear that
sweet expression again, for it is one of the choicest descriptions of the
saints, “the children.” “You are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus.” What a wonderful influence the children have in the house! How
many of the arrangements are made especially with a view to them! How
much of the wear and tear of life to their parents is for their sakes! And
we may truly say, concerning our Father in Heaven, that His plans, His
arrangements, His actions, His gifts are very emphatically for the child-
ren! He uses all things in this great house of His for the education of the
children—and when their education shall be finished—He will clear all
these things away just as the builder takes down the scaffolding around
the house when it is complete.

This name of “the children” is such a blessed one, it seems to indicate
a simple, sweet and gracious character. “Be not children in understand-

ing,” but in all else be—
“Humble, teachable and mild,
Like unto a little child.”

I. But this is only by the by—the main theme on which I am going to
speak is the fear of death. And, first, I observe that THE FEAR OF
DEATH IS NATURAL TO MAN AS A SINNER. So long as there was no sin
in the world, there was no death and no fear of death, but as soon as sin
entered, God said to Adam, “Dust you are and unto dust shall you re-
turn.” The echo of these words still rings throughout the world and
Adam’s children, as sinners, fear death, but this is rather a blessing to
them than otherwise. To most unconverted men, the fear of death has of-
ten been made to subserve the highest purpose of Divine Mercy. Many a
man would, at least outwardly, have been more guilty than he is if the
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fear of death had not, to some extent, held him in check. The knell from
the old church tower has often spoken to those who other preachers
could not reach—and an open grave has had an eloquent voice which
has been more alarming than the polished sentences of the golden-
mouthed orator.

It is well that there should be such a thing as the fear of death in the
world! But for it, sinners would be more outrageously wicked than they
already are. This earth would soon become like Sodom and Gomorrah if
men were not restrained by the fear that they must soon depart this life.
No doubt, too, the fear of death answers very wise and important pur-
poses in the economy of humanity. If men were in peril, they would
probably give themselves up without making any strenuous exertions for
their preservation if there were not an indefinable dread of death which
creeps over them and makes them put forth what strength they have in
order, if possible, to prolong their lives. Being afraid to die, they tug, toil,
labor and strive so as to put off the dreaded day as long as they can!
Even Satan spoke the truth when he said, “All that a man has will he
give for his life.” Our streets might be crowded with idlers who would
starve rather than work if the fear of death did not drive them unwillingly
to their labors!

Certainly the fear of death has often been the means of preventing the
crime of suicide. You know how Shakespeare represents Hamlet as talk-
ing of a man making his quietus with a bare bodkin—

“But that the dread of something after death,

The undiscovered country, from whose bourn

No traveler returns, puzzles the will,

And makes us rather bear those ills we have,

Than fly to others that we know not of.”
No doubt it has often been the case that this “dread of something after
death” has prevented men from rushing into the presence of their Maker
red-handed with their own blood! The fear of death, though itself part of
the punishment of sin, is a wise and beneficent arrangement in the
commonwealth of humanity.

II. But, secondly, while the fear of death is natural to the sinner, IT IS
NOT NECESSARY TO THE SAINT. For all the purposes of which I have
spoken, the fear of death is not necessary to a Christian. He does not
need it to restrain him from sin, for he hates sin with a perfect hatred.
Other checks, of far greater importance here, in the hand of Infinite Love,
restrain the Christian from going into sin. Nor does he need the fear or
death to keep him from suicide—why should he have any desire to com-
mit that terrible crime? Christians have, even here, joy and peace
through believing and though their best portion is in the world to come,
yet even now it may be said of them, “Happy are you, O Israel: who is like
unto you, O people saved by the Lord?” The clanking fetters of the fear of
death are not intended for God’s freemen to wear! Let the slave of sin and
Satan wear them if they will restrain them from suicide and other evils,
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but the true born child of God needs no such check as this. He lives the
life of faith upon the Son of God and the love of Christ so graciously con-
strains him that it both holds him back from sin and urges him on to du-
ty.

But though the fear of death is not necessary to Christians and the
Grace of God has been manifested in giving Christ to deliver them from
it, yet it is true that some of them are still subject to bondage through
this wholly unnecessary fear! They not only fear death, but they fear it to
such an extent that it brings them into bondage. It is not merely a dark
cloud that passes over them and is soon gone, but it abides with them—
they are, “All their lifetime subject to bondage” through the fear of death!
They shall not perish, neither shall any pluck them out of Christ’s
hands, but they have not that restful assurance of safety which Christ’s
sheep ought to enjoy. I am sorry to say that I know some who profess to
have been Christians for years, but who still, at times at any rate, are in
bondage through fear of death. I do not speak of this as a phenomenon,
or an experience that is uncommon—I wish it were, but I am obliged to
say that there are very many whom one must judge to be the children of
God—who are frequently, if not always, in a state of despondency, doubt
and dread through this fear of death which seems to rest upon them like
a pall.

Many of these persons have been so long in this sad state that they
have almost come to believe that it is impossible for them to escape from
it. There is such a thing as sitting so long on the cold stone of despair
that you and the stone almost seem to be one. There is such a thing as
wearing the yoke of despondency until that yoke and your shoulders be-
come so closely united that you cannot take it off. Just as valor fights till
its sword grows to its hand, so despair burdens you till it grows into your
spirit. I would not roughly tear it out, but if I might kindly perform an act
of spiritual surgery, I would be glad to be made the instrument through
which the Master would perform His blessed work of delivering those
who are in bondage through fear of death!

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ, there is no need that you
should be afraid to die! It is even possible for you to look upon death as
your best friend! You may yet come to be familiar with the shroud, the
mattock, the grave—and find the cemetery to be no place of gloom and

may even rejoice in the prospect of death and—
“Long for evening to undress
That you may rest with God.”

According to our text, it appears that in order to remove this fear of
death from His people, our Lord Jesus Christ became Man—‘Forasmuch
then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise
shared in the same.” And as flesh and blood have about them the ele-
ment of mortality, the flesh and blood of Christ partook of the same cha-
racter. It is true that in Him was no sin, but in all other respects His

flesh was like ours and, therefore, was liable to death even as ours is.
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Now, the very fact that Jesus Christ became Man should remove from us
the fear of anything which is incidental to humanity because it was inci-
dental to Christ as well as to ourselves—

“He takes us through no darker rooms
Than He went through before.”

“Fear not,” said Caesar, to the trembling boatman, “you carry Caesar
and all his fortunes.” And, in like manner, standing in the vessel of our
mortality, Christ says to us, “Fear not, you carry Christ and all His for-
tunes; you are partakers of flesh and blood and He Himself likewise
shared in the same.” If one had to be a soldier on the field of battle, it
might be a very great assistance to one’s courage to stand side by side
with the hero of a thousand fights who had always been victorious! If to-
night you had to journey along some dark and lonely road and an angel
came from Heaven to walk beside you—and you were quite sure that it
was an angel—I should think you would be altogether free from fear!
With such a companion you might even wish that the way were still more
dangerous so that you might have the delightful experience of passing
through it unharmed under the care of such a glorious protector!

But you have a better Protector than any angel could be, even the Lord
of the angels, your Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, so what cause have
you for fear? He will be with you all through life. He will be with you
when you are called to die and the pledge of that is that He is a partaker
of that very flesh and blood which will bring you down to death. But we
not only know that Jesus partook of flesh and blood—we have this fur-
ther comfort—dJesus did actually die. The Cross of Calvary was a witness
to no phantom grief, no sham expiring. The Roman soldier with his spear
pierced Christ’s side and so proved the fact of His death. He went
through the valley; He ascended the mountain on the other side and He,
in due time, went up into Heaven—and all this He did as the Representa-
tive of His people! Whatever Christ did, He did for His whole Church and
for each one who, believing in Him, is a member of that Church! So, if
you are a Believer, you died in Christ and you rise in Christ. Christ died,
you, too, must die. As Christ rose, you, too, must rise. What Christ has
done, He has done for you in such a way that you, also, do it—

“As Christ the Savior rose,
So shall His followers must.”

There is further cause for comfort in the fact that, through death, Chr-
ist destroyed the devil. The persons who always interpret the word, “de-
stroy,” as meaning, “annihilate,” would do me a very great favor if they
could really prove to me that Jesus Christ annihilated the devil! I have
very mournful proof in my own experience that he is not annihilated and
many of you, also, know that “your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walks about, seeking whom he may devour.” Alas, the devil is still alive,
but his power in this world has received its death blow! Jesus Christ has
trodden on the old serpent’s head and, to the Christian, in the matter of
death, the devil is completely destroyed, for he that believes in Christ
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shall never die! Death seemed to be all black and evil, like Satan, him-
self, seething into which he had put his most venomous sting! But now,
to Believers in Jesus, death is an angel from our Father in Heaven calling
us home to Him—not a black angel, striking terror in our heart—but one
who is exceedingly bright and fair, coming to bid us fly away to realms of
light and love!

Remember, Christian, “the sting of death is sin,” but that has been
destroyed for you. And remember, too, “the strength of sin is the Law,”
but that has been fulfilled for you! Rejoice, therefore, that both are gone
so far as you are concerned—and that your greatest causes for fear are
entirely removed!

III. Now let us spend a few minutes in thinking of THOSE THINGS
CONNECTED WITH DEATH WHICH USUALLY CAUSE DREAD.

I borrow the list of them from a popular commentator. There are some
things connected with death which even the best of men naturally fear
and the first is the death-pang. It is generally supposed that there is ex-
quisite pain associated with the act of death, but I am persuaded that
this is mistaken and that there is no pain whatever in dying—the pain is
in living. The man who has a long sickness previous to his departure
must not lay the pain he has to endure at the door of death, for the pain
afflicts the living, not the dying. If life would but give way, death would
inflict no pain. The departure out of life is, one would judge, the cessa-
tion of pain, the ending of the strife. But if we take the popular view for
granted—that death involves some extraordinary pain—then Jesus Chr-
ist partook flesh and blood, died and destroyed the devil, so far as we
who believe in Him are concerned, in order that we might not have any
fear of this pain.

He says to each one of us, “My child, whatever pain there may be
about your death, I have endured it with an emphasis. I died, not as you
probably will, on your bed, but upon a Cross. Instead of sympathizing
friends around Me, I had mocking foes. Instead of soft pillows, I had
cruel thorns—and tearing nails instead of cooling draughts and sustain-
ing cordials. Men gave Me vinegar to drink mingled with gall. I died un-
der far more trying circumstances than can possibly surround your
deathbed, so now, My child, are you now willing to do at your Fathers’
bidding what I have done? The cup passed not from Me, I drained it to
the dregs—why, then, should it pass from you—why should you wish it
to pass from you?”

I have sometimes seen a mother, when her child has had medicine to
take which it could not bear, sip of the cup and then say, “Drink it, my
child, it is for your good and it is not so bad as you think. Mother has
tasted it herself.” And then the little one, not always with cheerfulness,
but still with submission, drinks it up. “So Jesus brings us the cup and
says to each one, “Drink, My child. I drank of this cup, so why should
you fear to drink of it? There can be nothing deadly in it, for it has not
destroyed Me. It has been to Me a gain and it shall be a gain, also, to
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you, for it shall take you from your humiliation to your Glory even as it
took Me.”

But to some others this may not be their particular phase of death
that they dread. They fear the darkness and gloom which sometimes at-
tend departed out of this life. There are different ways of taking down the
earthly atonement. There are certain forms of disease which seem rather
to increase the sufferer’s joy than to diminish it, while there are others
which so affect the brain and the whole nervous system that depression
is a melancholy symptom of the disease. Some are constitutionally so
nervous that they are afraid that when they come face to face with death
they will be easily vanquished. But many of us must have noticed that
the very people who are most depressed in anticipation of trouble are fre-
quently those who bear it best when it does come! So it may be with you,
my poor nervous Friend. My observation warrants me in remarking that
the most of Christians, when they die, are either in a deep calm or else
triumphant in an ecstasy of delight.

But if it should not be so with you, if gloom surrounds your spirit, yet
remember that Jesus Christ became a partaker of flesh and blood in or-
der to deliver you from the dread of death. It is flesh and blood that fear
the gloom. It is flesh and blood that shrink from the despondency—and
Jesus Christ passed through that experience when He said, “My soul is
exceedingly sorrowful, even unto death”—and later, when He cried, “My
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” You cannot possibly have
such gloom surrounding you as He had to pass through! He went down
deeper than you will ever have to go and you will always have His al-
mighty arm to sustain you! Besides, the remembrance that Christ suf-
fered for you, that He has destroyed Satan’s power over you and that He
has opened the gates of Resurrection and of Glory for you should take
away from you all the gloom that you dread! You are making the mistake
of looking at that part of death which belongs to this world. 1 pray that
the Holy Spirit may anoint your eyes with Heavenly eye salve so that you
may see that death is but the gate of Life, the porch to Paradise and may
no longer fear to enter the portals through which you shall pass into the
Presence of your Lord who went that way before youl!

[ know other Believers who do not so much dread the pain as they do
the mystery associated with death. The handwriting upon the wall
troubled Belshazzar, not only because of the appearance of the fingers
that wrote the message, but also because no one could interpret the writ-
ing until Daniel came. It was the mystery that terrified the impious mo-
narch! When traveling among the Alps in a dense mist, we have seemed
to see vast lakes without a shore, crags that appeared like the battlement
of Heaven and awful depths that thrilled us with horror! Yet much of that
mystery was only caused by the mist, for, when we journeyed the same
way on a bright morning, the great lake proved to be only a little pond!
The mighty battlement was a crag that a child could climb and the vast
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depths that had made us shudder with terror were gentle slopes which
we could have descended with ease.

It is the mysteriousness of death that alarms you. That the soul
should be divorced from the body to which it has been so long united is
something that startles you. Yes, but as the light dissipates the terrors of
the mountains, so the fact that Jesus Christ has brought life and immor-
tality to light will scatter all your gloom! There is no “undiscovered coun-
try” to you, Christian, for your Master has returned from the land of
Death-Shade and He has told you all you need to know concerning it! He
has come back to tell you that, for you, there is no such thing as death!
Everything that constitutes death has been abrogated so far as you are
concerned and your portion is to be everlasting life! If you would only be-
lieve all that is revealed in the Word concerning believers in Jesus, the
mystery associated with death would no longer alarm and terrify you.

There are some Christians who are afraid of the grave. | must say that
I like the thought of sleeping in the cemetery, with green grass and flow-
ers and shrubs growing all around—and winding walks upon the rising
ground far away from the busy city! I say I like the thought of all that,
yet, when I stand by an open grave, as I so often do, and see the cold
clods of clay and think of the chill and silence of the night, the cemetery
appears in another light! But, after all, what does it matter where the
poor body is laid? If it could lie in state, surrounded with light and mu-
sic, you know that very soon even the chief mourner would have to say,
“Bury my dead out of my sight!” When we think of those who are sleeping
in Jesus—I speak, of course, only of their bodies—it does seem appropri-
ate that they should be wrapped in their white robes, as men are when
they go to their beds, and lovingly committed to the care of mother earth
from which they sprang. I do not think there is any need to be troubled
about all this—much of it is mere sentimentalism and certainly, as far as
Christians are concerned—when we remember that the blessed body of
Jesus was laid in the tomb, we are quite content in that matter to be
even as He was.

I am afraid that I have not hit the center of the target even yet, for
some of “the children” are afraid of the Judgment Seat of God. Does this
remark surprise you? It ought to do so, for it ought to be impossible for a
child of God to tremble at the thought of meeting his Father anywhere!
Why is it that some of us are thus afraid? It is, Beloved, because they
have a dark suspicion that they are not really in Christ, not really
saved—and this indicates a greater evil than the dread of death—while it
also point out the remedy for that evil. If I have the Divine Assurance
that I am washed from every sin and that, clothed in the righteousness of
Christ, I am without spot, or wrinkle, or any such things, how can I give
way to fear? It is the dreadful doubt, the doubt whether it is so, that
causes the dread of death and of judgment! It is unbelief that is at the
bottom of it!
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If we would take such Scriptures as these—“He that believes on the
Son has everlasting life.” “By Him all that believe are justified from all
things.” “Being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ”—and if we really trusted in the Savior of whom they
speak, we would have no fear of either death or judgment, but would cry
with the Apostle, “Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It
is God that justifies. Who is he that condemns? It is Christ that died,
yes, rather that is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who
also makes intercession for us.” No doubt there are some professing
Christians who ought to be afraid of death—there are some members of
Christian Churches who ought to dread the Judgment Seat! There are
deacons and elders and ministers who ought to tremble at the thought of
the world to come because their profession of Christianity is a mere pro-
fession without any real work of the Spirit of God at the back of it!

When you have doubts about your eternal state, do not say that they
come from the devill It may be that the Spirit of God is striving with you
to bring you to see the hollowness of all the religion in which you have
put your confidence! Never be afraid of self-examination, but obey the
Apostolic injunction, “Examine yourselves, whether you are in the faith;
prove yourselves.” Better still, pray David’s prayer, “Search me, O God,
and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: and see if there is
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” Those who
have only a name to live, but who are spiritually dead. Those who talk
about believing, but who have not believed. Those who talk about regene-
ration, but who have not been born again have good cause to be afraid of
death! If that is your condition, Friend, I pray that you may become still
more afraid of death and that God’s gracious Spirit may make you so
afraid of it that you may turn from it and fly to Him who, by carrying
away your sin, shall also take away from you the fear of death.

But as for you, dearly Beloved, who are really in Christ Jesus, you
ought not to have any fear of death. There is no condemnation for you,
for Christ has borne, on your behalf, all the punishment that was due to
your sins! The sword of Justice has no terrors for you, for it was plunged
in the heart of Jesus on purpose that He might die in your place. You
need not fear the possibility of being cast away from Christ, for you are
members of His body, of His death and of His blood! And unless He were
to dismember Himself, He could not cast away any who are thus vitally
united to Him. Let the thought that He became a partaker of flesh and
blood, died to put away your sin and to destroy your great adversary, the
devil, be a quietus to all your fears of death!

It may not be long before some of us will have our faith tested in our
dying hour. The preacher may be called away or you may receive the
summons first. It would be well if we were all so familiar with death that
we could say as one old saint did, “Dying? Why, I have died daily for the
last 20 years, so I am not afraid to die, now!” Or, as another said, “I dip
my foot in Jordan’s stream every morning before I take my breakfast, so I
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shall not be afraid to go down into the stream whenever my Lord bids me
enter it.” May that be your experience and mine, Beloved, and then we
shall have no fear of death!

I have told you before of that godly woman who fell asleep in Jesus

one night and on her table were found these lines—
Since Jesus is mine, I’ll not fear undressing,
But gladly put off this garment of clay!
To die in the Lord is a Covenant blessing,
Since Jesus to Glory through death led the way.”

May we all have like precious faith, for Jesus sake! Amen.

EXPOSITION BY C. H. SPURGEON:
1 CORINTHIANS 15:1-32.

Verses 1, 2. Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the Gospel which I
preached unto you, which also you have received and wherein you stand.
By which also you are saved, if you keep in memory what I preached unto
you, unless you have believed in vain. By which the Apostle means, un-
less they had a false faith, a merely notional faith or, he may also mean,
“Unless what I have preached unto you should have been a fable and,
therefore, you will have exercised your faith upon nothing real, and so it
would have been in vain.”

3. For I delivered unto you first of all that which I, also, received, The
preacher of Christ must not make new doctrines! He is not to be his own
teacher. He is first to receive the Truth of God and then to deliver it. The
Christian minister takes the lamp out of the hands of God and then
passes it on to the hands of his people. Think not that any originality is
needed in the pulpit! All that is required is that the herald should faith-
fully deliver his Master’s message just as his Master gives it to him. “I de-
livered unto you first of all that which I, also, received.”

3, 4. How that Christ died for our sins according to the Scripture; and
that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures. There are many passages in the Old Testament which de-
scribe the Messiah as dying for sinners, especially the chapter of [saiah’s
prophecy. There are others that speak of Him as being buried, yet not
corrupting in the tomb. These were facts which the Apostle had received
upon the testimony of others; now comes the great fact of the Resurrec-
tion.

5-8. And that He was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve: after that, He
was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part
remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep. After that, He was
seen of James; then of all the Apostle and last of all He was seen of me,
also, as of one born out of due time. [See sermon #2663, Volume 43—A LEAP YEAR
SERMON—read/download the entire sermon free of charge at http://www.spurgeongems.org .] The
Apostle does not attempt to defend the doctrine of the Resurrection by an
argument fetched from reason, but he proves it by undoubted evidence.
If I had to prove that there existed such a tree as the cedar, I should not
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use logical arguments further than this—I produce a certain number of
men who have seen a cedar and the thing is proved by their testimony. If
the evidence of honest men is not accepted, then there is an end, not on-
ly to Christianity, but to all the sciences—and you and I must wander
forever in a maze of doubts. Now, of all the facts recorded in history,
there is not one which is better attested than the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. The men who testified that they had seen the risen Christ evi-
dently had no selfish reason for doing so. What is the result of their tes-
timony? They were cast into prison! They were stoned! They were sawn
asunder, simply for believing the evidence of their own senses, and testi-
fying what they knew to be true! It is clear that they would have had no
interest in publishing this fact if it had not been true—their interest
would have lain quite the other way. Besides, it was not as if only a few
had seen Him, but over 500 brethren at once beheld Him. For 40 days
He was gazed upon by different persons and the feat is proved beyond all
doubt.

9. For I am the least of the Apostles and am not meet to be called an
Apostle because I persecuted the Church of God. “God has forgiven me,”
said a good man once, “but I shall never forgive myself.” So was it with
the Apostle Paul. He knew that God had forgiven him and honored him
by making him an Apostle, but he could not forgive himself and, no
doubt, the tears gushed from his eyes when he wrote these words, “I am
not meet to be called an Apostle because I persecuted the Church of
God.”

10. But by the Grace of God I am what I am: and His Grace which was
bestowed upon me was not in vain, but I labored more abundantly than
they all: yet not I, but the Grace of God which was with me. [See #2833, Volume
49—LESSONS ON DIVINE GLORY-—read/download the entire sermon free of charge at http://www.spurgeongems.org] In
what humble tones Paul speaks! He will not deny what Divine Grace has
done in him and by him, but he will ascribe it all to God. Brothers and
Sisters, you are not to shut your eyes to the gracious change which God’s
Holy Spirit has worked in you! You may speak of it and speak of it often,
but always guard against taking any of the honor to yourselves—and be
especially careful to put the crown upon the right head.

11, 12. Therefore whether it were I or they, so we preach, and so you
believed. Now if Christ is preached that He rose from the dead, how say
some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? For Christ was
the pattern Man to all His people. He is their Representative. Whatever
He did, He did for them and whatever was worked in Him shall be surely
worked in them. So if Christ rose from the dead, then all who are mem-
bers of His mystical body must rise, too, for when the Head comes out of
the grave, you cannot retain the members in it! Prove that Christ rose
and you prove that His people rise, for they are one with Him.

13. But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen.
[See Sermon #2287,Volume 38—IF THERE IS NO RESURRECTION—read/download the entire sermon
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free of charge at http://www.spurgeongems.org.] Yet it is pI‘OVCd by hundreds of credi-
ble witnesses that Christ is risen, therefore there is a resurrection.

14. And if Christ is not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith
is also vain. This Truth of God is the keystone of the arch—put this away
and the whole tumbles down! It is upon this that the whole Christian
system rests. If the Resurrection of Christ is a mere myth and not a posi-
tive matter of fact, preaching and faith are equally vain.

15. Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God because we have tes-
tified of God that He raised up Christ: whom He raised not up, if it is so
that the dead rise not. The Apostle puts the matter strongly, yet not too
strongly. He seems to say, “You know me to be an honest and truthful
man, having no selfish motive in what I declare unto you. But if Christ
did not rise from the dead, I have testified to you a gross falsehood and
led you to put your trust in an imposture.” So he stakes his own person-
al character upon the fact of Christ’s Resurrection.

16, 17. For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: and if Christ
is not raised, your faith is vain; you are yet in your sins. Yet they knew
that they were not in their sins, for they had the witness within then that
their sins had been pardoned. They knew that sin had no more dominion
over them, for they had been made to walk in holiness before the Lord.
“Therefore,” says Paul, “Christ must have risen, for if He had not risen,
you would have remained sinners as you once were.”

18. Then they, also, which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished. A
supposition against which both Nature and Grace revolt!

19, 20. If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men
most miserable. But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the
first fruits of them that depart. As they always brought into the Jewish ta-
bernacle and temple, a portion of the harvest which indicated that the
harvest was begun, so Christ’s going up to Heaven was the taking of the
first sheaf into God’s great garner—and all the rest must follow.

21, 22. For since by man came death, by Man came also the resurrec-
tion of the dead. For as in Adam, all die, even so in Christ shall all be
made alive. Not that all shall be saved, but all will be raised from the
dead! Or else the passage means that as all who were in the first Adam
died as the result of Adam’s sin, so all who are in the Second Adam, that
is, Christ, shall live as the result of His righteousness. The question is,
Are we in the Second Adam? Faith is that which unites us to Christ. If we
are trusting in Him by a living faith, then His rising from the dead en-
sures our rising from the dead. And if not, it is true that we shall rise,
but it will be to shame and everlasting contempt.

23-28. But every man in his own order: Christ the first fruits, afterward
they that are Christ’s at His coming. Then comes the end, when He shall
have delivered up the Kingdom to God, even the Father; when He shall
have put down all rule and all authority and power. For He must reign till
He has put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that shall be de-
stroyed is death. For He has put all things under His feet. But when He
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says all things are put under Him, it is manifest that He is accepted, who
did put all things under Him. And when all things shall be subdued unto
Him, then shall the Son Himself also be subject unto Him that put all
things under Him, that God may be all in all. This is a very difficult pas-
sage, but I suppose the meaning is this—Jesus Christ, in order to reme-
dy the great mischief of sin, was appointed to a mediatorial kingdom over
all worlds and that kingdom will continue until all His enemies shall be
destroyed and sin shall be trod under His feet. Then Christ—as Mediator,
mark you, not as Lord—shall deliver up His mediatorial kingdom to His
Father and there shall be heard that great shout, “Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
Hallelujah! The Lord God Omnipotent reigns!” Christ as God, as one of
the Persons of the ever-blessed Trinity, will still be as glorious as ever,
but His mediatorial reign will then be over, seeing that He has accom-
plished all its purposes.

29. Otherwise what shall they do who are baptized for the dead, if the
dead rise not at all? Why are they then baptized for the dead? This is
another most difficult passage and many meanings have been given to it,
but I think the most likely to be correct is this—As soon as a member of
the early Christian Church was given up to the lion or to be burned,
another convert would step forward and say, Let me take his name and
place.” Though it was almost certain that they, also, would soon be put
to death, there were always found persons bold enough to come forward
to be baptized—to take the place of the dead. “Now,” says the Apostle,
“what advantage is there in this if the dead rise not ?”

30. And why stand we in jeopardy every hour? Why were the Apostles
always subjecting themselves to cruel persecution?

31. I protest by your rejoicing which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I
did dazly [See Sermon #828, Volume 14—DYING DAILY—read/download the entire sermon free of charge at
http://www.spurgeongems.org.] He was so hunted about everywhere that there was not
a day in which he felt secure of his life, so he asks, “Why should I endure
this if there is no world to come ?”

32. If after the manner of men I have fought with beasts at Ephesus,
what advantage is it to me, if the dead rise not? It is quite possible that
Paul was thrown to the lions in the theater at Ephesus and that he
fought with them and came off a conqueror. “But why,” he asks, “did I try
to save my life for future labor and for future suffering if the dead rise
not?”

32. Let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we die. This is the best philoso-
phy in the world if there is no life to come. So Paul has proved his point
right well by every argument that he has used.

—Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.
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FEAR OF DEATH
NO. 3125

A SERMON PUBLISHED ON THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1908,
DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON,
ON THURSDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 17, 1874.

“And deliver them who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage.”
Hebrews 2:15.

IT is a very natural thing that man should fear to die, for man was not
originally created to die. When Adam and Eve were first placed in the
Garden of Eden, they were in such a condition that they might have re-
mained there for a myriad years if they had kept their integrity. There
was no reason why unfallen man should die—but now that we have
sinned, the seeds of corruption are in this flesh of ours—and it is ap-
pointed unto men once to die. Yet, as if the body knew that it was not ac-
cording to the first decree of Heaven that it should go to the earth and to
the worms, it has a natural reluctance to return to its last bed. And this
fear of death, so far as it is natural, is not wrong.

In fact, it subserves a very high purpose in the economy of mankind,
for there is many a man who might be tempted to end this mortal life
were it not for the fear of death. And to end his life by his own hand
would be a dreadful deed—it would prove that he was not the child of
God, for “you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him.” I
mean, of course, if such a deed were done by anyone in possession of his
senses—I am not giving any judgment on those who are not in the pos-
session of reason and who are not accountable for what they do. If any
man in his sober senses were to commit suicide, we could entertain no
hope of eternal life for him. Yet many would do so were it not that there
is impressed upon them the fear of what would result from thus ending
their being.

So far, you see, the fear of death answers a good purpose and is, in it-
self, right. But it can very readily go beyond the point where it is right in-
to the region wherein it becomes evil and I do not doubt that many godly
persons have a fear of death about them which is very evil and which
produces very evil effects. Some, no doubt, have been hindered from con-
fessing Christ and following Him fully through fear of death, but not,
perhaps, so much now, as in the days of the martyrs. Then there were
heroic spirits that went willingly to the stake, or to some other painful
form of death which the tyrant of the hour decreed. They cheerfully, with
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shouts of victory, laid down their lives which they did not count dear un-
to them for the sake of Jesus Christ!

But there were timid spirits that shrank from such an ordeal—they
loved life and they feared death, especially in the terrible forms in which
it was thrust upon them. This shrinking would be wrong in any one of
us. If the fear of death made us dishonor Christ, we would be guilty of
deadly sin. If any man resolves to follow Christ, he must not love his own
life in comparison with his love to Jesus Christ, but he must be willing to
lay it down for the sake of Him who gave up His life upon the Cross for
us.

Fear of death also causes some Christian people to have to endure
many needless sorrows. They are ill and likely to die and, instead of be-
ing in a calm and serene state of mind, as they ought to be, they are
greatly perturbed and distressed. Even while they are well, if something
happens that causes them to think upon their last hours, they are bur-
dened and depressed. Now this sorrow is a sorrow of the flesh which
ought to be avoided. We ought to seek for Divine Grace to conquer it so
that we may not have the sorrow of the world which works death. This
fear of death is very dishonoring to God. It looks as if you could trust
Him in fair weather, but not in storms—could believe in Him while you
are well and strong—but could not trust in Him when health and
strength are failing you. Never forget what David said, “He that is our
God is the God of salvation; and unto God the Lord belong the issues
from death.”

We greatly glorify God when we can say with Job, “Though He slay me,
yet will I trust in Him,” but if we are afraid to die, it looks as if we had
not a whole-hearted trust in God, or that perfect love to Him which casts
out fear. And this fear of death also tends very much to dishonor our ho-
ly religion in the eyes of those who are not believers in Jesus. The calm-
ness with which the Christian expects his end, or even the holy joy with
which he anticipates it, is one of the things which ungodly men cannot
comprehend—and even if they will not confess it, they are a good deal
impressed by it and often feel their hearts longing to know that blessed
secret which can make Christians look forward to their last days on
earth in such a cheery spirit.

The Christian who contemplates death with joy is a living sermon! He
is a better defense of the Gospel than all the works that Butler and Paley
and the other writers of Christian evidences have ever been able to com-
pile. Therefore, dear Friends, the Church of Christ loses this defense and
the world loses this evidence when we are troubled by the fear of death.
This fear ought not to be found in Christians, but if it ever is, they ought
to strive against it until they overcome it—

“Why should we start, or fear to die?
What timorous worms we mortals are!
Death is the gate of endless joy,

And yet we dread to enter there?
The pains, the groans, the dying strife
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Frighten our approaching souls away—
Still we shrink back again to a life,
Fond of our prison and our clay.”

“How are we to get rid of this fear?” asks one. Well, let us never try to
get rid of it, as some do, by forgetting all about death! That would be to
live as the brutes that perish! They live their little day here without any
thought beyond the present. The ox and the sheep go to the slaughter-
house without the power to look beyond the present life. I would not like
to obtain peace of mind by descending to the level of those “dumb, driven
cattle.” Yet there are many men whose only peace arises from though-
tlessness and that is a sorry peace which cannot endure contemplation
and consideration. Why, we know men who are bold enough in company
and who can even blaspheme God—but set them down in a room by
themselves, compel them to think in solitude even for a single hour—and
you could not condemn them to a greater misery! They cannot bear the
idea of parting with their present joys. Venturing into another world
seems, to them, such a hazardous enterprise that they forget all about it
and shut their eyes to all thoughts beyond this life!

It is not in that way that Christians seek to overcome their fear of
death. They are thoughtful and they wish to always ponder, to consider
and to judge concerning the future as well as the present. They desire to
look beyond this mortal state. They ask for brighter vision and clearer
eyesight and do not need to shut their eyes to the future, whatever it may
have in store for them!

[ am going to try to answer three questions concerning this fear of
death. First, where shall we look to be delivered from it? Secondly, what
shall we further think of to help us conquer it? And, thirdly, what shall we
do to overcome it?

I. First, then, WHERE SHALL WE LOOK TO BE DELIVERED FROM
THE FEAR OF DEATH?

The answer is, Beloved, that you must look for that where you are
bound to look for everything, namely, TO THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, for
there is no true deliverance from the fear of death except by looking unto
Him whose death is the death of death! The verse before our text sug-
gests this when it tells us that Jesus Christ became Man, “that through
death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the de-
vil; and deliver them who, through fear of death, were all their lifetime
subject to bondage.”

How does Christ take away from us the fear of death? He does it, first,
by taking away from us the sin which is the sting of death. To die forgi-
ven, “accepted in the Beloved,” is not really to die, but to depart out of
this world unto the Father! Unforgiven sin is that which makes it hard to
lay the head upon the dying pillow. But when sin is forgiven and we
know that it is and we have perfect peace with God, we can even long for
that last evening of life to come that we may undress and sleep in Jesus!
Be sure, Beloved, that you are forgiven—“make your calling and election
sure.” Know for a certainty that Jesus Christ’s words apply to you, “Veri-
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ly, verily, I say unto you, he that believes on Me has everlasting life.” Rest
completely upon that Sacrifice which He once offered upon the Cross
when He made a full atonement for all who believe an Him! Understand
that He has washed you from your sins in His blood and made you kings
and priests unto God—and then I do not see how the fear of death can
live in you any longer!—

“If sin is pardoned, I’m secure!

Death has no sting beside.

The Law gives sin its damning power,
But Christ, my Ransom, died.”

Next, Christ has delivered you from the fear of death by changing the
very character of death, itself. You know what He said to Martha,
“Whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die.” And Believers never
do die in the sense in which others die. They die in order to endure the
penalty of sin, but for us, that penalty was borne by Christ! All our iniqg-
uities were laid upon Him and all the penalty of them was borne by Him.
Death to the Believer is no penalty—it is a development from this time
state to another and a higher one—a breaking of the shell that now con-
fines us! It is a snapping of the cable that holds the vessel to the shore; a
severing of the chain that holds the eagle to the rock. Death releases us
so that we may soar away to that land of light and love where Jesus is,

as John Newton sings—
“In vain my fancy strives to paint
The moment after death,
The glories that surround the saint
When yielding up his breath.
One gentle sigh the fetter breaks!
We scarce can say, ‘They’re gone!’
Before the willing spirit takes
Her mansion near the Throne.”

Death to the Believer is not an execution—it is his deliverance, his free-
dom from slavery and admission into the Glory of God!

Christ has taken away the fear of death from those who truly know
Him by assuring us that our soul shall not die or become extinct. There is
a vital principle within us, as He has said, “Because I live, you shall live
also.” One of His last solemn declarations was, “Father, I will that they,
also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may
behold My Glory.” We sorrow not as without hope concerning those who
have fallen asleep in Jesus, for we know that they are forever with the
Lord! “To be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord,” is
the Divine Revelation concerning all who are in Christ Jesus by a living
faith! Because our souls shall never die, we are not afraid to venture into
the world of spirits.

Then there is that master doctrine of the Christian faith which was not
revealed to men in all its fullness until Jesus came. I mean, the doctrine
of the resurrection of the body. It is for this body that we have any fear—
corruption, earth and worms are its heritage—and it seems a hard thing
that these eyes, which have seen the light, should be blinded in the
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mold; that these hands which have been active in God’s service, should
lie still in the grave—and that these limbs, which have trodden the pil-
grim path, should be able to move no longer. But courage, Believer! Your
body shall rise again! Laid in the earth it may be, but kept in the earth it
cannot be! The voice of Nature bids you die, but the voice of the Omnipo-
tent bids you live, again, for the trumpet shall sound and then the bodies
of the saints shall rise—

“From beds of dust and silent clay,
To realms of everlasting day.”

This is our consolation, that, as Jesus Christ died and rose again from
the dead, “even so they, also, who sleep in Jesus will God bring with
Him.” As we have this double comfort for soul and body, what more do
we need?

Thus I have shown you that to overcome the fear of death, we must
look to Jesus Christ on the Cross atoning for us, in the Resurrection ris-
ing for us, in the Glory taking possession of our home for us and at the
right hand of God preparing our place for us, possessing all power and
using it so that He may bring us unto His eternal Kingdom—and soon to
come again, in all the glory of the latter days, to raise the bodies of His
people from the dead unless they are still alive at His coming. This is He
who conquers for us the fear of death! It is to Him we are to look—
“looking unto Jesus.” Let your eyes be always looking to Him—then the
fear of death will not make you subject to bondage.

II. Now, secondly, WHAT SHALL WE THINK OF THAT MAY FURTHER
HELP US TO OVERCOME THIS FEAR OF DEATH?

First, let us remember that if we are called to die, we are called to do
no more than Jesus Christ has done before us. When my body goes down
to the grave, it will not be the first tenant of the sepulcher! Myriads of the
saints have been there before and, best of all, the saints’ Master and Lord
has slept in the tomb! You remember that Jesus left the napkin folded by
itself that mourners might use it in drying their tears—but the linen
clothes, in which He had been wrapped—remained together so that our
last bed might be well-sheeted, that our last sleeping room might not be
unfurnished. More than that—

“There the dear flesh of Jesus lay,

And left a long perfume.”
Should not the servant be as the Master? Does he ask for more? If the
King, Himself, has passed this way, shall His bodyguard, His soldiers,
His companions be afraid to pursue the same downward path? No, Be-
loved, as you follow the track of the Crucified to the tomb of Joseph of
Arimathea, you may, yourself, walk safely there! If the footprints of the
flock have often encouraged us, how much more should the footprints of
the Shepherd! So, Believers, be not afraid to die, for Jesus died.

Remember, also, that death will not separate us from the love of Christ,
nor from Christ Himself. He is with us now and He will be with us then.
And after death we shall be with Him forever! He loves us today and He
will love us tomorrow. He will love us all our lives. He will love us in
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death and He will love us throughout eternity! It was this Truth of God
that Paul proclaimed when he wrote, “I am persuaded that neither death,
nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature shall
be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.” In one of his inventories of the Christian’s possessions, he writes,
“Life or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours so death
is yours if you are in Christ Jesus.” If the pangs of death could separate
the members of Christ’s mystical body from their Head, it would be
death, indeed. If that grievous sorrow could divide the heart of Jesus
from the heart of His elect, then might we dread to die—but it is not so! If
death makes any difference to us, the bonds that unite us to Christ shall
become still firmer and the Revelation of Christ shall become yet brigh-
ter—and Jesus shall be nearer and dearer to us in our departure from
earth than He ever was before! “Therefore comfort one another with these
words.”

Next, let us remember that death will not even separate us from all our
friends. It will take the wife from the husband and the child from the
mother—and we must leave behind us many who have been our com-
rades in the battle of life. But, especially to you who are growing old, it
ought to be a very comforting thought that probably most of your best
friends have already crossed the river! If you were to count up those who
have been dear to you from your youth up, you would find that the ma-
jority have gone on before you as you have advanced in years. And there
are some above who, a long way behind our Lord, of course, will be
among the dearest friends that we hope to see up yonder! The mother
will find her babies who were lent to her for a brief season and then
caught away to Heaven, safe on the other shore. And grandparents, par-
ents, brothers, sisters and many a fellow Church member with whom we
went to the House of the Lord in company—are all there ready to wel-
come us when we shall be newcomers in the Celestial City! Do not, there-
fore, have a fear of death because of the separation from friends below,
but rather cheer yourself with the prospect of a blessed reunion with
friends above! You may, perhaps, regret that you have to leave some be-
hind, but think of the friends ahead and let your spirit rejoice to remem-
ber that you are going “to the general assembly and Church of the first-
born which are written in Heaven.” Again, I say to you, “Comfort one
another with these words.”

I think the fear of death ought to vanish from us when we remember
that it will be an answer to a great many of our prayers. I am not sure we
always do right to sing such words as these—

“Father, I long, I faint to see

The place of Your abode.”
[ remember a minister, an old friend of mine, who went into the pulpit
one Lord’s-Day morning, stood up and read that verse—

“Father, I long, I faint to see

The place of Your abode
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I’d leave Your earthly courts and flee
Up to Your seat, my God!”

As he uttered those words, he sat down in the seat, fell back—he had
gone to be with his God! We should not venture to say or sing such
words as these unless we are fully prepared for such a sudden change as
came to my aged friend. But how often you and I have prayed to be rid of
troubles! Well, we shall be rid of them, then! How often have we prayed to
be rid of sin! We shall be rid of it, then! We have prayed to be delivered
from temptation—and we shall be—then. We have asked to be like Jesus
and we shall be, then! We have prayed for a clearer vision of Him and we
shall have it, then. Why, our prayers, except when we pray, “Let the
whole earth be filled with Your Glory,” can scarcely go further than when
we say, “Let us be with You where You are.” By our death, the Lord will
answer our prayers. One kiss on our lips from His dear mouth will kiss
away our soul and we shall be where we shall see His blessed face in all
the splendor of His Glory! So then, if death is the answer to your prayers,
why need you dread it?

Remember, too, that death is attended by very special comforts. 1 re-
member a sermon by my grandfather which stuck in my youthful memo-
ry and is still fresh in my memory. I forget the text, but I think it was,
“Grace to help in time of need.” And at the end of the first head the old
gentleman said, “But there is one kind of Grace that you do not want.”
Then he went on to a second head and mentioned another kind of Grace
and, again, he said, “But there is one kind of Grace that you do not
want.” He had five or six heads to his discourse, but at the end of every
one of them he said, “But there is one kind of Grace that you do not
want.” We were all wondering what he could mean and then he finished
up with this remark, “You do not want dying Grace till dying moments
come!” There was truth in that observation!

I may say to myself, “Do I feel, now, that I could die calmly or even tri-
umphantly?” I may put the question if I like, but it is hardly a fair one,
for I am not yet called to die! Yet my experience and observation of others
lead me to believe that very remarkable Grace is often given to Believers
in their last hours. I have seen the timid become more strong than the
brave! I have seen the retiring become more bold than the courageous!
And I have known some who seemed to be almost dumb, before, speak
with matchless utterance! And some, whose faces have been lit up with
supernatural joy—who, before, appeared to be amongst the doubting and
the trembling ones of Christ’s family. There are choice revelations, spe-
cial manifestations, nearer approaches to Christ, wider outlets of love
from Him and greater inlets into the soul of the brightness of His Pres-
ence in those times, than ever before!

When the body is strong, it often seems like a thick wall that shuts out
the light. But when disease comes and shakes the tenement, it makes
great rifts in wall and roof—and through those rifts the Light of God
comes streaming in as it had never come in before! I never can doubt the
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truth of our holy faith, or the reality of religion after what I have wit-
nessed at the deathbeds of the Lord’s people. I could tell you of one, who
died this week, and who had long been a member of this Church. She
was unconscious in her last hours, but up to the time when uncons-
ciousness came on, it would have been a joy to any of you to see her! She
almost incessantly requested her friends TO sing such songs as—
“Safe in the arms of Jesus.”

As long as she could do so, she took her part, joining better than any of
them in the real joy of the song, for they were sorrowful at the thought of
losing one whom they loved—but she was joyful in the prospect of soon
beholding the face of Him whom her soul loved so intensely! I believe
there is no joy in life that equals the joy of departing Believers!

You may visit the haunts of folly, if you will, and search for joy, there,
but you shall not find any joy worth the having. You may go to the palac-
es of kings; you may go to bridal chambers; you may go where health,
strength, fame and honor contribute to worldly mirth—but you shall not
find such deep, intense joy anywhere else as you shall find in that room
where the death-sweat is on the Believer’s brow—and the Glory of Hea-
ven is shining upon his face! I have heard some say that it was worth
while to live for the sake of the joy they have had when they were dying!
So there is no cause for a Christian to fear death if such an experience as
this awaits him.

But it is not so much the joy of dying that can console us as the life
that is beyond death. 1 never like to hear people quote the first part of
that text and omit the latter portion, “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God has
prepared for them that love Him. But God has revealed them unto us by
His Spirit: for the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.”
Christians know that there is a joy unspeakable and eternal which will
be their portion as soon as they shall depart from this world to be with
the Father. Well did we sing just now—

“Let doubt, then, and danger my progress oppose,
They only make Heaven more sweet at the close!

Come joy or come sorrow, whate’er may befall
An hour with my God will make up for them all.”

What will be the sensations of the first hour in heaven? I will not try to
picture them—I will leave you to imagine them. But what will be your
sensations when you realize that you are not merely to be there for an
hour, or a day, or even for 70 years, but forever and ever? Of him that
overcomes, Christ says, “He shall go no more out.” He shall be blessed
forever and ever in the Presence of his Lord! The righteous are to go “into
life eternal.” Take away that word, “eternal,” and you have taken away
our all! But while that remains, the Heaven of Heaven is the fact that it
will last forever and ever! I cannot stay to speak at length upon all this,
but I do entreat every child of God to think much upon these comforting
themes and then, surely, he will be helped to overcome the fear of death.
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III. Now, thirdly, WHAT SHALL WE DO, as well as what shall we think
of, IN ORDER THAT WE MAY OVERCOME THE FEAR OF DEATH?

I would say, first, let us die every day. “I die daily,” said the Apostle
Paul. The man who practices dying every day, the man who has, as it
were, a daily rehearsal of it, will not be afraid of the reality when it
comes! We are wise to talk of our last hours, to be familiar with the
thought of our departure from this world. Every night, when we go to our
bed, we ought to have a rehearsal of death. We lay aside our clothes for
the night just as we shall have to lay aside our bodies in death. I like that
idea best on Saturday night, for then we take off our work-day clothes
and they are put away—and we fall asleep. And then, in the morning,
there are our Sabbath-Day garments laid ready for us and oh, what
wonderful Sabbath-Day clothes we shall have when we awake in the
morning in Heaven and are “arrayed in fine linen: clean and white,”
which is “the righteousness of saints.”

So, die daily, Brothers and Sisters, in this fashion! Get into the habit
of so doing. I remember an old Christian woman who used to say that
she had dipped her feet in the river of death every morning before she left
her bedroom, so she did not mind when she was called to go through it,
she was so accustomed to “die daily.”

The next piece of advice I have to give you is this—hold very loosely
everything on earth. Have you a great many possessions and friends?
Mind that you do not cling too closely to them, for there is danger about
them all. As one once observed to a rich man who took him over his
parks and gardens, “Ah, Sir, these are the things that make it hard to
die!” The poor have little enough to leave and when they go, they have
not the regrets which the covetous and avaricious rich man oftentimes
has, or the man who has added field to field and farm to farm, till he
owns all the land in the region where he lives. “Must I leave you? Must I
leave you?” has often been the miser’s cry, as he has tried to clutch his
money-bags with his dying fingers! O Beloved, hold everything loosely!
You are in a dying world and everything about you is like yourself—
shadowy and fleeting. Do not build your nest here as if you were to abide
here forever.

We ought to live in this world like lodgers at an inn. There was a good
bishop who used to say that he should like to die at an inn because he
felt as if he should then be in a similar position, both literally and spiri-
tually. And truly, that is the spirit in which Christians should always
live. A man on a journey goes to an inn to spend a night—he does not
trouble himself because the room is not quite to his taste, for he will be
off in the morning. You, Believer, are only at an inn, so do not fret about
the little inconveniences here, for you are to be off in the morning and,
you may depend upon it that your Father’s carriage will be at the door at
the right time—so have everything packed up ready for your departure!
Do not go buying a lot of lumber here, for you cannot carry it with you!

Volume 55 WWW.SpUrgeongems.org 9



10 Fear of Death Sermon #3125

Have very little and have it all ready. And a very good thing is to send as
much as you can on before you!

Somebody said, the other day, that the best way to travel was to send
all your goods on by the luggage train in advance and then go, yourself,
by the first-class express passenger train. He explained that he meant
that you were to give away as much as you could to the poor and to the
Church of God—and so send it on by the luggage train. “What I spent, I
had,” said a man. “What I kept, I lost. What | gave away, I have.” And
truly it is so when Believers die. Still is that theirs which they have given
to God and to His poor, “but whose is that which they have left behind?”
Perhaps some ungrateful heir will sinfully squander it. I have often ad-
mired the difference between a rich man’s funeral and a poor man’s. It
grieves me, sometimes, to think of the rich man’s funeral. What do the
sons and daughters of the miser think about it? They are most con-
cerned to get home to hear the reading of the willl But when the poor
man dies, it is quite another matter. There is his daughter, Jane, who is
employed as a servant—she contributes a little towards the cost of the
funeral. Then there is a son, John, who has a wife and four or five child-
ren—but he pinches himself so as to contribute a little. All the children
do something to help and those are honest tears that they shed for the
poor old man, for they have nothing to gain by his departure and the
grief at his funeral will be real and true. But whether you are rich or poor
in this world’s goods, make sure that you are among “the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.”

But the main way to overcome the fear of death is to believe firmly in
your Lord. You will generally find that in proportion as your faith gets
stronger, your fear of death will vanish—and as your faith gets weak, fear
will come in to take its place. Realize that Christ is your Savior, that He
loves you and has given Himself for you—and saved you with an everlast-
ing salvation! Realize that He has inscribed your name upon the palms of
His hands. No, more—that He has engraved it upon His heart! Remember
that although a woman may forget her sucking child, your Lord never
can forget you and that He has said, “I will never leave you, nor forsake
you”—and then will you be able to say, “Yes, though I walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”

The next thing I exhort you to do is to walk much with God. Pray for
Grace to never get out of fellowship with Him. You cannot have the fear
of death while you walk with Him! There was a man, you remember, who
never died—and the reason was because he walked with God! If any man
would escape all dread of death, he must pursue Enoch’s path. It is the
only way to rise superior to the natural fear that comes upon us all at
times.

Next, to get rid of the fear of death, I urge you to serve God every day
with all your might. Live each day as if it were to be your last day. If any
Christian man knew that he had only one more day to live, what a great
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deal of work he would crowd into that day! Then do that every day since
any night, when you fall asleep, you may do so for the last time on earth!
Press as much service as you can into each day—live at a quick rate,
serve the Lord with all your heart, mind, soul and strength—and try to
get a full day’s work done in every day.

I met, the other day, with a piece of poetry which struck me very forci-
bly. I wonder whether it will strike you in the same way as I read it—

“‘My work is done, I lay me down to die.

Weary and travel-worn, I long for rest.

Speak but the word, dear Master, and I fly,

A dove let loose to nestle on Your breast.’

‘Not yet, My child; a little longer wait,

I need your prayerful watch at Glory’s gate.’

‘But, Lord, I have no strength to watch and pray,

My spirit is benumbed and dim my sight.

And I shall grieve Your wakeful love, as they

Who in the garden slept, that paschal night.’

‘My child, I need your weakness, hour by hour,

To prove, in Me, your weakness is power.’

‘Not for myself, I urge the suit,

But loved ones lose, for me, life’s priceless bloom

And tender, patient, uncomplaining, mute,

Wear out their joy in my darkened room.’

‘Enough, My child! I need their love to you;

Around your couch they minister to Me.’

‘It is enough, dear Master, yes, Amen!

I will not breathe one murmur or reply.

Only fulfill Your work in me and then

Call me, and bid me answer, ‘Here am I.’

‘My child, the sign I waited for is given.

Your work is done. I need you now in Heaven.’”

[ admire that utterance of Mr. Whitefield, which I have quoted to you be-

fore, “I try to keep all my affairs so arranged that if | were to die at any
time, they would be no trouble to those who come after me.” He was so
particular in his habits that he would not fall asleep if he had a pair of
gloves out of place! And I like to feel that as far as it can be, all is right
with my own affairs.

I do not wonder that some Christian people would be afraid to die,
now, for they remember that they have not made their wills. Simple as
that remark may seem to be to you, it is a very important matter, for it is
a terrible thing for a man to be taken suddenly ill and, instead of having
to think about departing to his God, he has to send for a lawyer! And
when his own wits are scarcely ready for it, he has to be planning about
what is to be done for his wife and children and others whom he wishes
to benefit. Get that matter settled as soon as you can and see to every-
thing else that needs attention—so that you may be able to say—“Here
am I, standing like a passenger at a railway station. My luggage is all
ready and I am only waiting to step into the carriage and be gone.” Hap-
py man who is in that prepared state, for he need have no fear of death!
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And, Brothers and Sisters, if you would get rid of the fear of death, my
last word of advice is, use the telescope very frequently. Look away up to
the eternal hills where your heavenly inheritance lies, for all the Glory
which Christ has with the Father is yours! You shall sit upon His Throne,
even as He sits upon His Father’s Throne. You shall he crowned, even as
He is crowned. Look away from this mist and fog, this frost and snow—to
the land where the sun goes down no more and the days of your mourn-
ing shall be forever ended! Let your spirit rejoice that as you are one with
Jesus, you have already, by faith, taken possession of the land where
you shall be no more subject to any pain, or trial, or sorrow, or sin, or
death! Happy are the people who have such a blessed place to go to when
they die!

But I am afraid there are some here who have not any such prospect
before them. To them I will repeat a simple story which I have told to
some of you before. I have heard of a certain king who had a jester or,
“fool,” to make fun for him, as kings used to have. But this “fool” was no
fool!l He had much sense and he had thought wisely about eternal mat-
ters. One day when he had greatly pleased the king, His Majesty gave
him a stick and said to him, “Tom, here is a stick which you are to keep
till you see a bigger fool than yourself—and then you may give it to him.”
One day His Majesty was taken ill and it was thought that he would die.
Many went to see him and Tom also went and said, “What is the matter,
Your Majesty?” “I am going, Tom, I am going.” “Where are you going?”
asked Tom. “I fear it is a very long way,” said the king. “And are you com-
ing back, Your Majesty?” “No, Tom.” “You are going to stay a long while,
then?” “Forever,” said the king.

“l suppose Your Majesty has a palace ready over there.” “No.” “But I
suppose you have provided everything that you will need there if you are
going such a long way and never coming back? I suppose you have sent
a good deal on and got everything provided for on ahead?” “No, Tom,”
said the king, “I have done nothing of the kind.” “Here, then, Your Majes-
ty, take my stick, for you are a bigger fool than I am.”

And if there is a man here who has made no provision for eternity and
who has no mansion, no abiding place, no treasure, no Friend, no Advo-
cate, no Helper there, he is a gigantic fool, be he who he may! The Lord
give that fool a little sense and lead him to confess his folly and look to
Jesus, who is Savior, Friend and Heaven all in one! God bless you, for
Christ’s sake! Amen.

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Ages Software, 1.800.297.4307

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.
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MEN CHOSEN—FALLEN ANGELS

REJECTED
NO. 90

A SERMON DELIVERED ON SABBATH EVENING, JUNE 29, 1856,
BY THE REV. C. H. SPURGEON,
AT EXETER HALL, STRAND.

“Verily He took not on Him the nature of angels;
but He took on Him the seed of Abraham.”
Hebrews 2:16.

THE Almighty God, who dwelt alone, was pleased to manifest Himself
by created works which should display His wisdom and His power. When
He set about the mighty work of Creation, He determined in His own
mind that He would fashion a variety of works and that all His creatures
should not be of one form, nature, grandeur, or dignity. Hence He made
some, grains of dust, and others, mountains of stupendous magnitude.
He created some drops and some oceans, some mighty hills and some
valleys. Even in His inanimate works, He preserved a wonderful variety.
He gave not to all stars the same glory, neither to all worlds the same
ponderous mass. He gave not to all rocks the same texture, nor unto all
seas the same shape or fashion. He was pleased, in the work of His
hands, to observe an infinite variety. When He came to create living crea-
tures, there, too, are distinctions that we must note. From the worm up
to the eagle, from the eagle to the man, from the man to the angel, such
are the steps of creating goodness in the fashion of things that are ani-
mate. He has not made all creatures eagles, neither has He fashioned all
beings worms—but having a right to do what He will with His own—He
has exercised that right in making one creature the majestic lion, king of
the forest and another, the harmless lamb, which shall be devoured,
without power to resist its enemy, or defend itself. He has made His crea-
tures just as it seemed fit to Him. He has given to one swiftness of foot,
to another, speed of wing. To one, clearness of eye, to another, force of
sinew. He has not followed any fixed rule in His Creation. But He has
done exactly as it pleased Him in the arrangement of the forms which He
has animated. So, also, we must observe a great difference in the rational
beings which He has created. He has not made all men alike. They differ
mightily—from the man of the smallest intellect to the man of majestic
mind, there are no few steps! And then there is the higher order of ra-
tional creatures, more superior to unrenewed man than man can ever be
to his fellows, namely the order of angels. And in the fashioning of angels
and men, God again has exercised His own right to create as He pleases.
To do just as He wills with his own. Thence, all angels may not be alike
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in dignity and all men are not alike in intellect. He has made them to dif-
fer.

But now we wish to draw your attention to two instances of God’s
doing as He pleases in the fashioning of the works of His hands—in the
case of angels and in the case of men. Angels were the elder born. God
created them and it pleased Him to give unto them a free will to do as
they pleased. They were allowed to choose the good or to prefer the evil.
But even as He did to man—He gave them this stipulation—that if they
would prefer the good, then their station in Heaven would be forever fixed
and firm. But if they sinned, they would be punished for their guilt and
cast out from the Presence of His Glory, into flames of fire. In an evil
hour, Satan, one of the chiefs of the angels, rebelled. He tempted others
and he led astray a part of the stars of Heaven. God, in His Divine Ven-
geance, smote those rebel angels, drove them from their heavenly seats,
banished them from their abodes of happiness and glory and sent them
down to dwell forever in the abyss of Hell. The rest he confirmed, calling
them the elect angels. He made their thrones eternally secure and gave
them an inheritance of those crowns which, sustained by His Grace, they
had preserved by the rectitude of their holy conduct. After that it pleased
Him to make another race of beings called man. He did not make them
all at once. He made but two of them, Adam and Eve, and He committed
to their keeping the safety of their entire progeny throughout all genera-
tions. He said to Adam, as He had said to the angels, “I give unto you free
will, you may obey or disobey, as you please.” There is My Law, you are
not to touch yon tree. The command is by no means irksome. To keep
that command will not be difficult to you, for I have given you free will to
choose the good.” However, it so happened, much to the misery of man,
that Adam broke the Covenant of Works. He touched the accursed fruit
and in that day he fell.

Ah, what a Fall was there! Then you and I, and all of us, fell down!
While cursed sin did triumph over us, there were no men that stood.
There were some angels that stood, but no men, for the Fall of Adam was
the fall of our entire race! After one portion of the angels had fallen, it
pleased God to stamp their doom and make it fast and firm. But when
man had fallen, it did not so please God. He had threatened to punish
him, but in His Infinite mercy, He selected the major portion of the hu-
man race whom he made the objects of His special affection. For these
He provided a precious remedy. To these He covenanted salvation and
secured it by the blood of His Everlasting Son. These are the persons
whom we call the elect. And those whom He has left to perish, perish on
account of their own sins, most justly, to the praise of His glorious jus-
tice. Now, here you notice Divine Sovereignty—that God chose to put
both men and angels on the footing of their free will. Sovereignty, in that
He chose to punish all the fallen angels with utter destruction. Sove-
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reignty, in that He chose to reprieve the whole human race and to grant
an eternal pardon to a number, whom no man can number, selected out
of men, who shall Infallibly be found before His right hand above. My text
mentions this great fact, for when properly translated it reads thus—“He
took not up angels, but He took on Him the seed of Abraham.” As this
text has two translations, I shall give you the two meanings as briefly as I
can.

I. In the first place, the translation of our authorized version runs
thus—“He took not on Him the nature of angels.” Our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ, when He came from Heaven to die, did not take upon Him-
self the nature of angels. It would have been a stoop, more immense than
if a seraph could have changed himself into an ant, for the Almighty Son
of God to have been clothed in the garb of even the archangel Gabriel!
But His condescension dictated to Him that if He did stoop, He would
descend to the very lowest degree. That if He did become a creature, He
would become not the noblest creature, but one of the most ignoble of ra-
tional beings, that is to say—man. Therefore, He did not stoop to the in-
termediate step of angels, but He stooped right down and became a Man.
“He took not on Him the nature of angels—but He took on Him the seed
of Abraham.” Let us notice the wisdom and the love of this and I think
there will be something to cause us to glorify God for so doing!

1. In the first place, if Christ had taken upon Himself the nature of
angels, He could never have made an Atonement for man. Setting aside
the thought that if He came to save man it would have seemed improper
if He had come in the garb of angels, you must acknowledge that if He
had done so, He could not have seen death. How could angels die? We
can suppose that their spirit may become extinct, if God should will it.
We can suppose the entire annihilation of that to which God alone sup-
plies immortality. But since angels have no bodies, we cannot suppose
them capable of death, for death is the separation of the body and the
soul. Therefore, it behooved Christ that He should take upon Himself the
form of a Man—that He might become obedient to death, even the death
of the Cross. Had angels been standing by, they would have said, “Oh,
mighty Master, take our radiant robes! Oh, take not the poor everyday
garb of humanity—take our glittering garments all benighted with
pearls.” And Gabriel would have said, “Come, take my wings, You mighty
Maker, and I shall count myself too honored to have lost them for Your
sake! There, take this crown and this mantle of azure, wherewith to
clothe Yourself, Son of God—put my silver sandals on Your feet. Become
not man, but an angel, if You will stoop.” “But, no,” He would have said,
“Gabriel, if I were in your garments, I could not fight with death, I could
not sleep in the tomb, I could not feel the pangs and agony of dissolution.
Therefore, I must, I will, become a Man.” “He took not on Him the nature
of angels; but He took on Him the seed of Abraham.”
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2. Had our Savior become an angel, we must note, in the next place
that He would never have been a fitting example for us. I cannot imitate
an angelic example in all points. It may be very good, as far as I can im-
itate, but it cannot, in all points, be my pattern. If you would give me
something to imitate, give me a man like myselfl Then I may attempt to
follow him. An angel could not have set us the same holy and pious ex-
ample that our Savior did. Had He descended from on high in the garb of
one of those bright spirits, He might have been a fine example for those
brilliant cherubs who surround His Throne. But we, poor mortal men,
condemned to drag the chain of mortality along this earthly existence,
would have turned aside and said, “Ah, such a thing is too high for us,
we cannot attain unto it.” And we, therefore, would have stopped short. If
[ am to carve marble, give me a marble statue which I am to copy! And if
this mortal clay is to be cut out into the very model of perfection, as it is
to be by God’s Spirit, then give me man for my example, for a man [ am
and as a man, I am to be made perfect. Not only could Christ not have
been a Redeemer, but He could not have been our Exemplar if He had
taken upon Himself the nature of angels!

3. Sweetly, also, let us remember that if Christ had been an angel, He
could not have sympathized with us. In order to sympathize with our fel-
low creatures, we must be something like they are. Suppose a man made
of iron, or of brass—could he sympathize with our wearied lungs, or with
our aching bones? Let such a man be told of sickness or of illness—could
he understand it? I would not have him for a nurse! I would not care to
have such a being for my physician. He could not feel for me. He could
not sympathize with me! No, even our own fellow creatures cannot sym-
pathize with us unless they have suffered as we have done. I have heard
of a lady who never knew poverty in all her life and, consequently, she
could not sympathize with the poor. She heard the complaint that bread
was extremely dear when it was running up to fourteen-pence a loaf.
“Oh,” she said, “I have no patience with the poor people, grumbling about
the dearness of bread. If bread is so dear, let them live on penny buns—
they are always cheap enough.” She had not been in the position of the
poor and, therefore, she could not sympathize with them. No man can
sympathize with another, to any great extent, unless he has been, in
some measure, in the same position and endured the same trouble. “It
behooved Him, therefore, that He should be made in all points like unto
His brethren that He might be a faithful High Priest. For we have not an
High Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities,
for He was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without sin.” But if He
had been an angel, what sympathy could He have had for me? Suppose I
should tell an angel that I could scarcely resist my corruptions—the an-
gel would look at me and wonder what I meant! If I should tell him that I
find this world a base, howling wilderness—how could he believe me, for
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he has never heard howling—his ears have only been saluted by golden
harps and sweet choral symphonies of praise. If I should tell him that I
found it hard work to hold on my way and keep close to my Savior, the
angel could only say, “I cannot sympathize with you, for I am not
tempted as you are. I have no clogging nature to abate my ardent zeal,
but day without night, with unflagging wing, I circle His Throne rejoicing.
Nor have I a wish nor will to depart from my great Maker.” There you see
the Savior’s wisdom—He would become a Man and not an angel.

4. Once more—Christ became a Man and not an angel because He de-
sired to be one with His dear Church. Christ was betrothed to His Church
before time began and when He came into the world, He virtually said, “I
will go with you, My Bride and I will delight Myself in your company. An-
gels’ garments were not a fitting wedding dress for Me to wear, if I am to
be bone of your bone and flesh of your flesh. I am allied to you by a un-
ion firm and strong. I have called you Hephzibah, My delight is in you.
And I have said your land shall be called Beulah, that is, married. Well, if
[ am married to you, I will live in the same condition with you. It were not
fit that the husband should live in a palace and that the wife should live
in a cottage. It were not meet that the husband should be arrayed in gor-
geous robes and the wife in meaner garments. No,” He said to His church
“if you dwell upon earth, I will. It you dwell in a tabernacle of clay, I will
do the same—

Yes,” said the Lord, “with her I’ll go,

Through all the depths of care and woe,

And on the Cross will even dare

The bitter pangs of death to bear.”
Christ cannot bear to be different from His Church. You know He would
not be in Heaven without her. Therefore did He make that long, long
journey, to redeem her and visit her—and when He came on this good er-
rand, He would not that she should be made of clay and He should not
be made of clay, too! He was the Head and it would have been out of or-
der that the Head should have been of gold and the body of clay. It would
have been like Nebuchadnezzar’s image that must be broken. “Since the
children were partakers of flesh and blood, He must also take part in the
same,” for He became “perfect through suffering,” since He was “the Cap-
tain of our salvation.” Thus, again, you see His love and His wisdom, that
He “took not on Him the nature of angels, but took upon Him the seed of
Abraham.”

5. Again, if Christ had not taken upon Him the nature of Man, then
manhood would not have been so honorable or so comfortable as it is. |
consider that to be a Christian man is to be the greatest thing that God
has made. Little as I am, I can say of myself, if I am a child of God, I am
next to my Maker! There is an infinite, an awful, an immeasurable dis-
tance—but, save Jesus Christ, Himself—there is no being between man
and God! As for an angel, he is less than redeemed man. “Are they not
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ministering spirits, sent forth to be ministers unto us who are heirs of
salvation?” Without controversy, the less is minister unto the greater and
the greater shall not attend the less. Therefore the angels are less than
men, for they minister to us. Manhood is a noble thing, for God once
wore Manhood. Manhood is a glorious thing, for it was the robe of the
Eternal. “God was made flesh and dwelt among us,” therefore, flesh is
dignified and glorified. As I said, it would not be so comfortable to be a
man if Christ had not been a Man. For I know that I must die—but my
comfort is that I shall rise again—but I would not have had that comfort
if Christ had not been a Man and if He had not died and risen again!

Oh, Death, I have often seen your dungeon and I have thought how
can it be that any should escape it? The walls are thick and against the
door is a ponderous stone—it is sealed fast—and watchers guard it. Oh,
Death, where is the man that can rend your sepulcher, or open your
door? Your iron bars, O Death, cannot be filed by mortals and your
chains are too heavy to be snapped by the finite. But I take comfort, for
there was a Man who broke the bonds of Death! There was One who
snapped the fetters, cut the bars of brass, unlocked the gates and made
His way triumphant through the sky! In that Man I see an instance of
what I, too, shall do when the loud trumpet of the archangel shall startle
my sleeping atoms. I, too, shall find it easy to rise, for as the Lord, my
Savior rose, so all His followers must. And therefore, Death, I look upon
your dungeon as one that must be opened again, for it has been opened
once! I look upon your worm as but a little thing that must yield up its
prey and give back the flesh whereon it fed. I look upon the stone of your
sepulcher as but some pebble of oceans’ beach which I shall cast away
with eager hands when I shall burst the cerements of the grave and
mount to immortality! It is a comfortable thing to be a man because Chr-
ist died and rose again! But had He been an angel, the resurrection
would not have had that great and glorious proof, nor should we have
been so content to be human—seeing there would be death—but no im-
mortality and life!

II. Thus I have tried to explain the first part of the subject. Now for the
second. The literal translation, according to the marginal reading, is “He
took not up angels, but He took up the Seed of Abraham,” by which is
meant that Christ did not die to save angels, though many of them
needed salvation. He died to save fallen man. Now I like, every now and
then, to give the opponents of the great Doctrine of Grace, something
hard to put between their teeth. I have often been told that Election is a
most dreadful Doctrine and to teach that God saves some and lets others
perish, is to make God unjust. Sometimes I have asked how that was
and the usual answer I have got is this—Suppose a father should have a
certain number of children and he were to put some of his children into a
terrible dungeon and make the rest of them happy, would you think that
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father was just? Well, I reply, you have supposed a case and I will answer
you. Of course I would not—the child has a claim upon his father and
the father is bound to give him his claim. But I want to know what you
mean by asking that question! How does that apply to the case of God? I
did not know that all men were God’s children. I knew that they were
God’s rebellious subjects, but I did not know that they were His children!
I thought they did not become His children till they were born-again and
that when they were His children, He did treat them all alike and did car-
ry them all to Heaven and give them all a mansion. And I never heard
that He sent any of His children to Hell. True, I have heard you say so. I
have heard you say that some of His children fall from Grace and He,
therefore, sends them to Hell. And so I leave you to solve the problem
how that is just, but, Sir, I do not believe that all God’s creatures are His
children! Now I have got a small question for you. How do you explain
this—that the devil and fallen angels are all lost and yet, according to
your own showing, fallen men all have a chance of being saved? How do
you make that out? “Oh,” you say, “that is a different matter. I was not
calculating about the fallen angels.” But if you were to ask the devil
about it, he would not tell you it was a different matter! He would say,
“Sir, if all men are God’s children, all devils are quite as much so. I am
sure they ought to stand on the same footing as men and a fallen angel
has as much right to call himself one of God’s children as a fallen man.”
And I should like you to answer the devil on that subject on your own
hypothesis. Let Satan, for once, ask you a question, “You say it is unfair
of God to send one of his children to Hell and take another to Heaven.
Now, you have said all creatures are His children. Well, I am a creature
and, therefore, I am His child. I want to know, my Friend,” says Satan,
“how you make it just that my Father should send me to Hell and let you
go to Heaven?” Now, you must settle that question with the devil. I will
not answer for you. I never supposed such a case—my views never bring
me into such a dilemma—but you are in for the trouble and you may get
out of it the best way you can.

On my principle, the deed is just enough—men and devils have both
sinned and have both deserved to be damned for their sins. God, if He
shall so resolve, can justly destroy them all, or He may save them all if
He can do it with justice. Or, He may save one of them, if He pleases, and
let the others perish. And if as He has done, He chooses to save a rem-
nant and that remnant shall be men—and if He allows all the fallen an-
gels to sink to Hell—all that we can answer is that God is Just and He
has a right to do as He pleases with His creatures. You know, you give to
the queen the right to pardon a rebel when she sees fit and will you not
give that right to God? “No,” you say, “not unless He pardons all.” Well,
Sir, then there were no right at all in that. The queen would not thank
you if you gave her liberty to pardon all. She would say, “No, there are
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instances where it is to my honor and to the honor of my laws not to
pardon, and, therefore, I will not do it. There are other instances where it
is to the honor of my clemency and not hurtful to my laws and, therefore,
these I pardon and I uphold my right to do it.” Now what you will give to
a king or an emperor you will deny to God? But I stand here to claim this
right for Him! Deny it if you please—you will have to deny it in the teeth
of the Scriptures, for they do authoritatively declare, that God is a Sove-
reign—that He “has mercy on whom He will have mercy and whom He
will, He hardens.”

Now, come, if our friend will let us, we will, for a moment, consider
this case—how it is that devils are lost and some men are saved.

1. In the first place, I do not think it is because of any difference in the
sin. When two criminals are brought before a judge, if one of them is to
be saved and the other punished, very likely the judge will say, “Which is
the greater offender? Let the greater offender die and let the less offender
be saved.” Now, I do not know that Satan was a greater offender than
man. I am not sure that the fallen angels sinned more than man did.
“Why, Sir,” you say, “man’s sin was a very little one! He only stole some
of his Master’s fruit.” Yes, but if it were such a little thing to do, what a
little thing it would have been not to do it! If it were so little a thing, how
easily he might have avoided it! And, therefore, because he did it, it be-
came all the greater sin.“Oh,” you say, “but Satan was proud and the fal-
len angels were proud.” And are not you pretty tolerably in the same di-
rection, my Friend? At any rate, Adam was. “But,” you say, “Satan was
rebellious.” Well if you were not a rebel, you would not talk so. If you had
not rebelled against God, you would not set yourself up to deny His Sove-
reignty. “But,” you say, “the devil was a liar from the beginning.” I won-
der how long it is since you have spoken the truth, Sir. You know how to
lie as well as he, and though you may not have developed your sin as
much as the fallen angels have done, if God were to let you alone and
take the curb off, I wonder what would be the difference between you and
the devil? I believe that if men were allowed to do just as they liked and
there were no government over them, they would almost go beyond Sa-
tan! Look at Robespierre, in France. Look at the doings of the Reign of
Terror. Turn to heathen countries, I dare not tell you what abominable
vices, what lascivious sins are committed there in public! I point you to
Sodom and Gomorrah and I ask you what man may become. And I say
that I do not know but that a man might become as vile as a devil, if
God’s restraining mercy were taken from him. At any rate, I do not say
but that Adam’s sin was as great as Satan’s. “Ah,” you say, “but Adam
was tempted to do it.” Yes, that was some excuse. But so were the great-
er part of the devils. It is true Satan was not tempted, he did it of his own
free will. But he tempted the other spirits and, therefore, the excuse
which will do for man will do for the great mass of fallen spirits. And why
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did not God, therefore, select a portion of the fallen spirits to be saved? I
answer that you can never find any reason except this, “Shall I not do
what I will with My own?” And we must fall down and breathlessly ad-
mire the Infinite Sovereignty that passed by angels and saved man!

2. But suppose there is not much difference in their sin? The next
question is, which of those two beings is most worth saving? Which is the
most valuable creature? Which would serve his Maker most, if his Maker
should spare him! And I defy any of you to hold that a sinful man is a
more valuable creature than an angel. Why, if God had looked at profit,
speaking after the manner of men, it would be more profitable to Him to
save the angel! Could not the restored angel serve Him better than res-
tored man? If [ serve God, day after day, yet at night I must rest. But the
angels serve day without night in His temple! If my zeal is ever so in-
tense, yet my body must flag. But angels know not weariness. And if
saved, I shall make but a poor courtier to stand around His Throne. But
yon bright fallen seraph would, if he had been delivered, have made a
very peer to grace the halls of the Almighty! If I shall ever be carried to
Heaven, I have no bright angelic honors— and my nature, when en-
nobled—will not surpass what an angel might have been if God had so
decreed. But if Satan had been saved, oh, how loudly would he have
sung and with what glory would he have marched through Heaven to the
praise and glory of the Grace which rescued him from Hell! Therefore, if
God had thought of His own profit, He would sooner have saved angels
than have saved men!

3. Another thought. Sometimes the government will say, “Well, here
are two persons to be executed, we desire to save one—which of the two
would be the more dangerous character to allow to continue an enemy?”
Now, which could hurt God the more, speaking as man would speak—a
fallen angel, or a man? I answer, that fallen man can do but little injury
to Divine Government, compared to a fallen angel. A fallen angel is so
subtle, so powerful, so swift, so able to fly on the lightning’s wings, that
he can do ten times more injury to his Maker, if, indeed, his Maker can
be injured, than ever man could do! So that if there had been any con-
sideration of this kind in the Divine Mind, God would have selected the
devils to save them, since they could, if saved, do Him the more glory and
if not saved, do Him the more injury!

4. And yet one more consideration here, to show you still further how
Sovereign is the Divine Will in this matter. Perhaps it would be said, if
one is to be saved, let that one be saved who would take the least trouble
to save. Now, which could be saved with the greatest ease—a fallen an-
gel, or a fallen man? For my part, I can see no difference. But if there are
any, it strikes me that a restoration does not put things one-half as
much out of order as a revolution. And to have restored the angels to the
place from which they had fallen, speaking as a man must speak, would
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not have been so hard as to have taken fallen man out of the place from
which he had fallen and placed him where fallen angels had once stood!

If Satan had entered Heaven, it would have been like a restoration—an
old king come back to his ancient throne. But when man goes there, it is
like a king going to a new dynasty—a new kingdom. It is man entering
into the angel’s place. And for that, you know there must be sanctifying
Grace and purchasing Love. That might have been needed for fallen an-
gels, but certainly not more for them than for fallen man. Here, then, we
are brought back to the one only answer—that God saves men and not
angels—just because He chooses to do it! And He says to angels who
have perished, “No, but O Satan, who are you that replies against God?
Shall the thing formed say to Him that formed it, why have you made me
thus?”

5. But, you may say, God saved man because He pitied him. But then
why did not He pity the devils? I know two men living on three or four
shillings a week. I pity one of them very much, indeed. But the other,
who is no better off, I pity him the most for he once knew better times.
Man, it is true, fell out of Eden. But Satan fell out of Heaven—and is the
more to be pitied on account of the greatness of his fall! And therefore, if
pity had ruled the day, God would have decided for the fallen angels and
not for fallen men.

But I think I hear someone whispering again, “Yes, but I do not see
that first part—you said that you did not know but the sin of man was as
great as the sin of Satan.” Well, I beg to repeat it and I say another
thing—mighty wise as you may be, you do not know any difference, ei-
ther! For do you think, if the sins were different, the punishment would
be the same? Certainly not, you say, the same punishment for the same
sin! Well, now, devils and men are to be in the same Hell. The Lake of
Fire, which was prepared for the devil and his angels, is the place into
which men are cast and, therefore, I defy you to prove that their sin is
not the same. I believe, if it is not the same in degree, it is the same in
quality and the same in nature. And, therefore, a fallen angel and a fallen
man stand on a par so that if God makes a difference, He makes it only
because He will make it and gives no account of His dealings. This is a
knife which cuts up root and branch everything like merit! It takes away
from free will any chance of charging God with injustice, for how can he
prove God unjust in saving one man and not another, when he dares not
hint that he is unjust in saving some men and letting devils perish?

And now I have closed this subject, but I must just make a practical
reflection or so, and then I shall have done. Some may rail at this Doc-
trinal preaching and they will go out and call me an Antinomian. I will
not be at all particular about that, so long as I can make them angry! For
if a man hates the Truth, I shall never be backward in stirring up his
wrath. And if any man offends my God, then let him be offended. Far bet-
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ter for him to show his opposition—for then, perhaps, he may know that
it is in him and repent of it before God! But I will show you that this is a
practical subject. It is practical in this way—that if any man does not
submit to God’s right to do with him as He pleases, he has very grave
reason to doubt his own piety! Now I do not mean to say anything harsh
or bigoted but I do mean to say that again. I do not assert that if you
Doctrinally deny it, but if you in your hearts hate the Doctrine that God
has a right to save or to destroy you, you give me very grave cause to
suspect whether you ever knew your own position in the sight of God, for
[ am quite sure that no humble sinner will doubt God’s right to destroy
him! And I believe that no man who has any love to his fellow creatures,
believing that God has a right to destroy him, will ever quarrel with God
if He chooses to save another who is only as bad as himself. I tell you, it
is your unhumbled pride that kicks against this Doctrine of Election. It is
your infernal self-conceit, born of Hell, that makes you hate this Truth of
God. Men have always kicked at it and they always will. When Christ
preached it, once, they would have dragged Him out to the brow of the
hill and cast Him down headlong! And I always expect to meet with oppo-
sition if I speak out broadly and plainly. But let me tell you solemnly, if
you do not believe God’s right over you, I am afraid your heart has never
been right before God!

But another practical conclusion. If you feel this to be true—that God
has a right to send your soul to Hell—and that if He saves another and
not you, He will be just. If you believe that if He saves you, it will be an
act of free distinguishing love—you show a spirit which is very near to
the Kingdom of Heaven! I do not think a man will admit this Truth unless
he has a change of heart—he may admit it in his mind, but he will not
feel it to be true unless he has got a new heart and a right spirit! I will
not go so far as to say that a man who believes Divine Sovereignty must
be a Christian. That were to stretch the truth. But I do say that if a man
is humble enough, meek enough, contrite enough to lay himself down at
the Savior’s feet with this—

“Nothing in my hands I bring—
“l have no righteousness, no claims. If You should damn me, You would
be just. If You save me [ will thank You forever’—such a man must have
had a work of Grace in his heart to bring him to such a conclusion! If
you can say that, then, poor Sinner, come to Jesus, come to Jesus! For
He will never cast you out!

Let me tell you a story about the prodigal and then I have done. The
prodigal set out one morning and he had a long, long journey to go. He
had a high hill to climb, called the Hill of his Own Sins and Follies. He
had scarcely got to the top of it and was getting near the tower, called the
Tower of True Repentance, when his father, who was sitting on the top of
the house, saw him. And when he saw him, he ran out immediately and
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before his son had got to the door, he had fallen on his neck and kissed
him! He took his son into his house and a feast was prepared. And they
sat down to it. But after the son had sat down, the father turned his eyes
to him and he was not eating, but the tears were rolling down his cheeks.
“My son,” said the father, “why don’t you eat? Why do you weep, my son?
The feast is all prepared for you.” Bursting into tears, the son said, “Fa-
ther, do you forgive me all?” “Yes,” said the father, “I do. Eat, my son. Do
not weep.” The prodigal went on. The father turned his eyes to the other
guests and, by-and-by, looking on his son, he saw that he was weeping
again and not eating. Said the father, “Son, why don’t you eat? The feast
is all for you. Why do you weep, my son?” “Father,” he said, with the
tears rolling down his cheeks again, “will you let me stay here?” “Oh, yes,
my son,” said the father, “eat—do not weep—you shall stay here. You are
my beloved son.” Well, the prodigal went on and the father looked at the
other guests. But, by-and-by, he turned his eye, again, and there was his
son weeping once more! “My dear son,” he asked, “why do you weep?”
“Oh, Father,” he said, “will you keep me here? For if you do not, I know I
shall run away. Father, will you make me stay here?” “Yes, my son,” said

he “that I will™—
“My Grace shall like a fetter bind
That wandering heart to me.”

The son wiped his eyes, went on with his meal and never wept again.
There, poor Prodigal, there is something for you. If you will come to Chr-
ist, you shall always stay there! And over and above that, He will keep
you there! Therefore rejoice! For though He has a right to destroy you,
remember, He will not. For His heart is full of love and pity towards you.
Only come to Him and you shall be saved!

Adapted from The C. H. Spurgeon Collection, Version 1.0, Ages Software.

PRAY THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL USE THIS SERMON
TO BRING MANY TO A SAVING KNOWLEDGE OF JESUS CHRIST.
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THE SUFFERING SAVIOR’S SYMPATHY
NO. 1974

DELIVERED BY C. H. SPURGEON,
AT THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE, NEWINGTON.

“For in that He Himself has suffered being tempted,
He is able to succor them that are tempted.”
Hebrews 2:18.

WE are told by the Apostle in the fifth chapter that one special requisite
in a High Priest was that he have compassion upon men. “For every High
Priest taken from among men is ordained for men in things pertaining to
God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: who can have
compassion on the ignorant and on them that are out of the way; for that
he himself also is compassed with infirmity.” You see, God did not choose
angels to be made High Priests because, however benevolent they might
be in their wishes, they could not be sympathetic. They could not under-
stand the peculiar needs and trials of the men with whom they had to
deal. Ministers who of God are made to be a flame of fire could scarcely
commune familiarly with those who confess themselves to be as dust and
ashes! But the High Priest was one of themselves. However dignified his
office, he was still a man. He was one of whom we read that he could lose
his wife, that he could lose his sons. He had to eat and to drink, to be sick
and to suffer just as the rest of the people did. And all this was necessary
that he might be able to enter into their feelings and represent those feel-
ings before God and that he might, when speaking to them for God, not
speak as a superior, looking down upon them, but as one who sat by their
side, “a brother born for adversity,” bone of their bone and flesh of their
flesh.

Now this is peculiarly so in the case of our Lord Jesus Christ. He is
sympathetic above all. There is none so tender as He. He has learnt it by
His sufferings, but He proves it by His continual condescension towards
His suffering people. My Brothers, we that preach the Gospel, you that
teach it in the Sunday school—you will always find your greatest power to
lie in love. There is more eloquence in love than in all the words that the
most clever rhetorician can ever put together. We win upon men not so
much by poetry and by artistic wording of sentences, as by the pouring
out of a heart’s love that makes them feel that we would save them, that
we would bless them, that we would, because we belong to them, regard
them as brethren and play a brother’s part and lay ourselves out to bene-
fit them. Now, as it should be in the under-shepherds, so is it in that
Great Shepherd of the sheep. He abounds in tenderness and though He
has every other quality to make up a perfect High Priest—though He is
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complete and in nothing lacking—yet if I must mention one thing in which
He far outshines us all, but in which we should all try to imitate Him, it
would be in His tender sympathy to those who are ignorant and out of the
way and to all those who are suffering and sorely distressed.

It is in the spirit of brotherly sympathy that I would endeavor to preach
on this occasion as the Good Spirit shall help me. May I ask my Brothers
and Sisters whose hearts are full of joy at this hour to be praying for oth-
ers who have not that joy and to be helping me in my endeavor to speak
words of consolation to them? May the Holy Spirit, in answer to your
prayers, make every sentence to be as wine and oil to the wounds of those
who are left half dead in the King’s highway! We have not to look far for
“them who are tempted,” for they are all around us, and deserve the
thoughtful regard of each one of us. Do not overlook them, my more
happy Brothers and Sisters, “considering yourself, lest you, also, be
tempted.”

In my text I think I see two things very clearly. Jesus suffering—‘He
Himself has suffered being tempted.” Jesus succoring—“He is able to suc-
cor them that are tempted.” And then I think I see a third thing most cer-
tainly there, namely, Jesus sought after because in the word which is
translated, “succor,” there is a latent meaning of crying. He is able to hear
the cry of them that are tempted. It is a word that signifies a mother’s
quickness to answer her child’s cry and Jesus is able to answer our cry,
therefore we ought to lift up that cry when our soul is in distress. It shall
be the best thing seen in this Tabernacle tonight if the third thing b